
Preface

The purposes of this book are to provide a sure and true foun-
dation for the examination of traditions that have been handed 
down, sometimes for centuries, to establish criteria for ascer-
taining the truthfulness of these traditions, and to establish a 
proper framework to ensure our beliefs and practices are in line 
with and consistent with the Bible, the written Word of God.

It seeks to fairly represent diSering opinions and traditions 
and to openly compare and contrast those with the Word of 
God. The goal is not to shame or blame but to reveal the ab-
solute truth. It is about establishing the validity of the content 
of our faith and practices, something that should be welcomed 
by all honest seekers of truth.

It is also important to note that this work is not presented as 
an exhaustive expose and rebuttal of the various issues present-
ed. It is merely an overview of many errors in the traditions of 
men and seeks to oSer reasoned answers from the Ecriptures for 
the various issues being addressed. Rach sub-topic is deserving 
of an entire book to fully examine and explore the issues. That 
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is beyond the scope of this work. That is not to say that an 
honest presentation and refutation are missing from this work. 
In fact, many additional resources are listed herein and in the 
bibliography that invite the reader to dive into the deep end 
of the pool to jnd a treasure trove of material and signijcant 
scholarly opinions to satisfy a “uest for the truth. Cs is often 
said, this work stands on the shoulders of giants.

C few words about bias . . .

C bias is an inclination or tendency toward or against a per-
son, group of people, or an idea or opinion. We often use the 
term pre”udice in describing bias. Dnfortunately, in so doing, 
we attribute negativity to the concept. It is possible to have a 
zpositive biasO towards things or people or ideas and opinions. I 
have a positive bias towards eating healthy foods, at least I try to. 
I have a natural bias in avoiding dangerous situations or people, 
if within my control. Bias is ultimately about choosing. It is 
the basis of that choice that is important. If my choice is based 
on pre”udgment, hasty generali2ations, or sloppy research and 
hearsay, it follows that my conclusions will hardly pass the test of 
ob”ective scrutiny and will most likely lead me to erroneous and 
incorrect practices. If I can demonstrate that my reasoning is 
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based on fairly represented ob”ective standards that can be seen 
as honest and fair, then I can accept that particular bias.

Uet me give you a few examples of my personal bias.

I believe that the Bible is the inspired written Word of God. 
: Timothy 167M,7( states6 zRvery Ecripture is God-breathed 
and projtable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
instruction in righteousness, that each person who belongs to 
God may be complete, thoroughly e“uipped for every good 
work.O Nere is a passage that establishes the truth that I believe 
and demonstrates what I have been saying about bias. )any, if 
not most, Lhristian commentators claim this verse applies to 
the so-called qew Testament P)atthew through AevelationF. 
It does apply to that also but several issues of bias need to be 
addressed here. The Cpostle ;aul PAav EhaulF is using the term 
zeveryO or zallO Ecripture. The Greek term zgrapheO refers to 
that which is written. This is important to distinguish this from 
the 3ral Torah. ;aul was not asserting that divine authority rests 
on any so-called 3ral Torah. )ore on this later.

!urthermore, ;aul was referring to the only existing written 
authority in his day, the Tanach, including the Torah. There 
simply was no other written authority. Ne was not referring to 
the gospels or the qew Testament? they had not been written 
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down yetJ )any modern commentators miss this important 
point. Ho you see how bias worksY

Eome of my other biases include6
I am a )essianic 8ewish believer in 0eshua as the promised 

)essiah of Israel. I am resolved and fearless in my faith in )es-
siah, the Nope of Israel.

I believe in the inerrancy of the Bible. This refers to the his-
torical and scientijc accuracy of the Ecriptures. Nebrews M67' 
and : ;eter 76:5-:7. This means to me there are no discrepancies 
between the facts of science and the Word of God. There are 
certainly discrepancies between man4s theories about those facts 
of science and man4s theories about the Word of God. 

I believe in the infallibility of the Bible. The word infallible 
simply means not breakable. There exists a divine character of 
Ecripture which necessitates its truthfulness. 7 Timothy 7679? 
167? V6K, : Timothy :677, 7 Lorinthians (6:9.

I believe that the Bible is our absolute standard for the content 
of our faith and for the practice of that faith. Isaiah 99675-77, 
Nebrews V67:.

)y zstatement of faithO is actually “uite extensive and can be 
found on my website www.torahforall.org. It is not necessary to 
reproduce it in its entirety here. The purpose here is to establish 
some of my bias points which will help the reader understand 
my approach in addressing and resolving issues and conIicts 
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between the traditions of men and the written Word of God. 
The actual approach will be addressed in Lhapter 3ne.

Cll Ecripture “uotations in this book are from The World 
)essianic Bible.  It has also been known as the Nebrew qames 
Jersion PNqJF and the World Rnglish Bible6 )essianic Rdition 
PWRB6)RF.

The acronym Tanach or Tanakh is from three Nebrew words6 
the T represents Torah or the jve books of )oses, the q rep-
resents qevi,im or the ;rophets and the LN or KN represents 
Ketuvim or the Writings. These represent the threefold division 
of what is called the 3ld Testament.

0eshua is the Nebrew name that is transliterated as 8esus. 
Eince there is no letter 8 in Nebrew or Greek and only recently 
in Rnglish for that matter, it is linguistically proper to use the 
correct name for the )essiah. qo one in the jrst century in the 
land of Israel heard the letter 8 pronounced, so names like 8esus, 
8ames, or 8ehovah are incorrect.


