
Chapter Eight

Chapter 8

  This chapter begins in verse 1 with the statement, “Saul 
was consenting to his death”. 

  Whose death?

  The arti-cial, manBmade chapter and verse divisions 
in the fible oItentimes stop thoughts that should be 
viewed as continuous.

  Lt is important to see Saul as having been present at 
the persecution oI Stephen. Aater in 2cts ::0:y, Saul 
states, “When the blood oI Stephen, kour witness, 
was shed, L also was standing bk, consenting to his 
death, and guarding the cloaPs oI those who Pilled 
him.”

  The ironk here is that Raul will later be tried Ior 
essentiallk the same charges that were Ialselk applied 
to Stephen.
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  The te8t inIorms us in verses 1BJ that “a great persecuB
tion” began against the believers.

  What was the net eDect oI this persecution?

  What  did  those  who  were  “scattered  abroad 
throughout the regions oI Gudea and Samaria” actuB
allk do?

  9o kou see the sovereigntk oI Uod at worP here?

  When we see or e8perience persecution do we rebel 
against it in the ’esh or see it as ordained bk Uod to 
Iurther Cis worP?

  2s a hammer striPes hot iron and sends sparPs in all 
directions, the same can be said Ior ’eshlk persecuB
tion aimed against Uod and Cis purposes.

  The account oI the sorcerer Simon is reported in verses 
VB11.

  What do kou maPe oI someone claiming to be some 
“great one”?

  Whk were the people so impressed with Simon? 

  What was their standard used in determining his auB
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thoritk?

  Whk did the people continue to listen to him?

  2re there people todak, perhaps in ministrk, maPing 
a similar public claim about their own greatness?

  2re people in todakzs world similarlk led astrak bk 
“signs and wonders”?

  The te8t in verse 1: states that the people responded 
to Rhilipzs gospel message and believed and were imB
mersed.

  Was it the good news message oI Rhilip that resultB
ed in such evangelistic success or was it a displak oI 
“signs and wonders”?

  qerse 1Y would appear to indicate that Simon also came 
to Iaith and was bapti5ed, but later historical accounts 
seriouslk …uestion the authenticitk oI his Iaith.

  Ls it possible that someone mak appear to have a 
legitimate e8perience oI salvation onlk to be Iound 
…uestionable at a later date?

  What should that teach us about the wisdom oI 
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maPing hastk or uninIormed assessments oI the spirB
itual condition oI others?

  The 2postles in Gerusalem sent Reter and Gohn to minB
ister to these Samaritans.

  Ln 2cts 10J we read, “fut kou will receive power 
when the Colk Spirit has come upon kou. 6ou will 
be witnesses to me in Gerusalem, in all Gudea and 
Samaria, and to the uttermost parts oI the earth.”

  The pouring out oI the Colk Spirit upon the Gews in 
2cts :, the Samaritans in 2cts J, and the Uentiles in 
2cts 1y, should be understood as three broadening 
spheres oI the everBe8panding gospel message.

  2 …uestion arises Irom the reading oI this passage in 
2cts. Cow do kou receive the Colk Spirit? Ls there a 
speci-c se…uence to the e8perience? Oonsider the IolB
lowing e8amples0

  2cts :0YJ states, “Eepent and be immersed, everk 
one oI kou, in the name oI 6eshua the Nessiah Ior 
the Iorgiveness oI sins, and kou will receive the giIt 
oI the Colk Spirit.”

  The order oI se…uence is repentance and Iaith, 
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baptism, and immediatelk  receiving the Colk 
Spirit without laking on oI hands.

  2cts J01: states, “j thek believed j thek were imB
mersed” and in verse 1x, “ j thek laid their hands on 
them, and thek received the Colk Spirit.”

  The order oI se…uence is Iaith, baptism, laking on 
oI hands, and thek received the Colk Spirit.

  2cts 1V0( states, “When Raul laid his hands on them, 
the Colk Spirit came on them.”

  The order oI se…uence is Iaith, baptism, laking on 
oI hands, and thek received the Colk Spirit.

  2cts 1y077 states, “While Reter was still speaPing 
these words, the Colk Spirit Iell on all those who 
heard the word.”

  The order oI se…uence is Iaith, and thek received 
the Colk Spirit without laking on oI hands, IolB
lowed bk baptism.

  Xphesians 101Y states,  “Ln Cim kou also, having 
heard the word oI truth, the Uood Hews oI kour 
salvation ) in whom, having also believed, kou were 
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sealed with the promised Colk Spirit.”

  The order oI se…uence does not appear to be a 
rigid Iormula. The Colk Spirit is sovereign in Cis 
maniIestations.

  Lt appears that baptism and the laking on oI hands 
can be applied anktime subse…uent to Iaith in 
Nessiah. 2nk attempt to maPe a rigid, legalistic 
se…uence in the application oI either ritual is not 
supported bk the Scriptural evidence.

  When Simon saw the 2postles laking on their hands 
and the people receiving the Colk Spirit, what was his 
reaction as evidenced in verses 1J and 1V?

  What was wrong with his assumptions?

  What was Reterzs response and assessment oI Simonzs 
spiritual condition as stated in verses :yB:Y?

  Cow does this answer the earlier …uestion regarding 
the spiritual status oI Simonzs supposed Iaith?

  qerse  :–  indicates  that  the  2postles  “returned  to 
Gerusalem and preached the Uood Hews to mank vilB
lages oI the Samaritans.”
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  The Scriptures do not indicate that the 2postles 
preached ankwhere to the Samaritans on their wak 
into Samaria prior to this incident with the SamariB
tan believers.

  9o kou thinP their e8perience oI seeing the maniIesB
tation oI the Colk Spirit upon the Samaritan believB
ers also helped the 2postles overcome ank reluctance 
on their part regarding their preIudice against them?

  Ln 2cts J0:(, Rhilip is instructed bk the 2ngel oI the 
Aord to go south into the desert.

  Without ankthing else to go on, Rhilip is obedient. 
Cow do kou account Ior such IaithB-lled obedience?

  Ls there a parallel here with the Iaith oI 2braham 
when he was given similar directions to leave his 
home?

  Ls kour Iaith strong enough to encourage such obeB
dience?

  Ln verse :x, Rhilip has a divine appointment to witness 
to this Xthiopian.

  Cow would this have turned out iI Rhilip had not 
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had the Iaith to Iollow his assignment to go south 
into the desert?

  Cave kou ever missed divine appointments to witB
ness to people based on kour lacP oI obedience? LI so, 
how can this e8ample help kou in the Iuture?

  Ln verse Yy, Rhilip met the Xthiopian at his point oI 
need rather than beginning an unrelated sermon or 
memori5ed “canned witnessing script”.

  Cow is that a good e8ample Ior us to Iollow in our 
attempts to in’uence and guide others?

  Ln verse Y–, Rhilip answered the immediate …uestion 
oI the propheck in Lsaiah and used this as a point oI 
reIerence to other Scriptures to teach about 6eshua.

  AuPe :701YB:x relates the stork oI 6eshuazs postBresB
urrection appearance to the disciples on the road to 
Xmmaus.

  AuPe :70:x states, “feginning Irom Noses and Irom 
all the prophets, he e8plained to them in all the ScripB
tures the things concerning himselI.”

  What is the importance oI understanding Nessianic 
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propheck as rooted in the Tanach JFld TestamentK?

  We see the e8ample oI Iaith Iollowed bk baptism with no 
mention oI the laking on oI hands or ank subse…uent 
outward e8perience oI the Colk Spirit.


