
Chapter Seven

Chapter 7

  In verse 1, the High Priest asks a very specidc ano p-intq
eo u.esti-nW what ?as the u.esti-nm

  why ?as this u.esti-n s- iTp-rtantm

  lhe ans?er t- this u.esti-n ?ibb fe the j-.noati-n 
ano TaC-r preTise -j a b-gic arg.Tent that ?ibb eiq
ther take .s t- tr.th -r t- err-rW

  lraoiti-nab “hristian c-TTentaries are c-nsistent 
in accepting as their preTise that these ?ere abb ”tr.e 
stateTentsMW

  lraoiti-nab “hristianity o-es teach against the teTq
pbe, against the l-rah ano against the c.st-Ts -j 
R-sesW

  DepbaceTent the-b-gy ano the T-re recent err-r -j 
Aispensati-nabisT are faseo -n the ass.Tpti-n that 
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these stateTents ?ere ano are tr.eW

  lhe a.th-r, 4.ke, is carej.b t- p-int -.t that these 
charges ?ere LB4OXW what o- y-. Take -j the oisq
crepancy fet?een ?hat is ?ritten in the rec-ro ?ith 
?hat is ta.ght fy the traoiti-ns -j Ten in t-oay2s 
the-b-gicab ?-rbom

  In verse J, Otephen fegins a b-ng ano inqoepth hist-ricab 
acc-.nt -j the very j-.noati-ns -j the Ge?ish jaithW Bs 
an eb-u.ent ano Opiritqdbbeo beaoer, his Tessage ?as in 
c-ncert ?ith ano s.pp-rteo the Bp-st-bic Tessage -j 
”DepentM -r ”lesh.vaM, Teaning a ret.rn t- z-o ano 
His l-rahW It is iTp-rtant t- c-nsioer that Otephen2s 
aTaxing Tessage ?as c-ntent rich ano hist-ricabby s-bio 
especiabby as he ?as speaking fej-re a h-stibe cr-?o ?ith 
n- preparati-n tiTeW He hao n- n-tes, -.tbines -r P-?q
erp-int sbioesW H-? ?-.bo y-. jare ij s.ooenby cabbeo 
.p-n fej-re a h-stibe cr-?o t- e/pbain the fasis -j y-.r 
jaith in the Ressiahm

  Oince Otephen2s oejense is faseo su.areby -n the 
l-rah j-r his a.th-rity, can it fe tr.by aUrTeo that 
he ?as ”against the l-rahM as ?as jabseby cbaiTeom

  Oince his oejense ?as very pr-qleTpbe3lafernacbe, 
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can it fe tr.by aUrTeo that he ?as ”against the leTq
pbeM as ?as jabseby cbaiTeom

  Oince his oejense ?as very pr-qR-ses, can it fe tr.by 
aUrTeo that he ?as ”against R-sesM as ?as jabseby 
cbaiTeom

  Otephen2s inqoepth hist-ricab revie? ?-.bo certainby 
have feen kn-?n t- every-ne in attenoance as it ?as 
the very fasis -j their jaithW 

  why o- y-. s.pp-se that he ch-se t- assert ?hat 
?as c-TT-n kn-?beogem 

  Is there vab.e in feginning a oejense fy oeT-nq
strating the c-TT-nabity -j the -rigins -j the 
jaithm

  In verse Y:, he u.-tes R-ses ?h- saio, ”lhe 4-ro -.r 
z-o ?ibb raise .p a pr-phet j-r y-. jr-T aT-ng y-.r 
fr-thers, bike TeWM

  Bs 5esh.a is presenteo as this ”pr-phet bike R-sesM, 
?hat ?-.bo it Tean ij He ?ent against the very 
l-rah given t- R-ses jr-T the T-.th -j z-om

  Ij 5esh.a ?as ”against the l-rahM, ?-.bo He fe 
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c-nsioereo a jabse pr-phetm “-nsioer Ae.ter-n-Ty 
1Y81q! ano 1681!W

  what o-es this Tean j-r teachers ano the-b-gians 
t-oay ?h- teach ”against the l-rahMm

  In rej.ting the charges against hiT, Otephen aUrTeo 
his  high  vie?  -j  the  l-rah,  R-ses  ano  the  leTq
pbe3lafernacbeW

  He ?ent s- jar as t- bink the present reCecti-n -j 
5esh.a t- the haroqhearteoness -j past beaoers ?h- 
have abs- resisteo the H-by OpiritW “-nsioer the s.q
pernat.rab c-.rage it T.st have taken t- o- this in a 
h-stibe envir-nTentW

  In verse !Y, he stateo, ”5-. receiveo the l-rah as it 
?as -roaineo fy angebs, ano oion2t keep it9M

  Is Tere p-ssessi-n -j the l-rah the saTe as o-ing 
?hat it saysm

  Is there a oi0erence fet?een ”bipqserviceM ano 
-feoience -j jaithW

  Bs 5esh.a is the Ressiah, as pr-phesieo in the 
l-rah, o-es it n-t Tean that reCecting HiT is abs- 
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a reCecti-n -j the l-rahm

  lhe oescripti-n -j the reacti-n jr-T the cr-?o in verse 
!’ incb.oes the phrase ”c.t t- the heartM ano ”gnashq
ing at hiT ?ith their teethMW A-es this s-.no bike a 
respectafbe ano jareqTinoeo begab oebiferati-nm

  Bcc-roing  t-  verse  !!q!F,  in  his  Opiritqdbbeo  state, 
Otephen shares a visi-n -j 5esh.a stanoing at the right 
hano -j the gb-ry -j z-oW 

  Bcc-roing t- verse !:, ?hat ?as the reacti-n -j the 
cr-?om

  lhe te/t says in verses !: ano !6, ”E.t they crieo -.t 
?ith a b-.o v-ice ano st-ppeo their ears, then r.sheo 
at hiT ?ith -ne acc-roW  lhey thre? hiT -.t -j the 
city ano st-neo hiTWM

  lhis cbearby oeT-nstrates that the dnab acti-ns 
?ere n-t -n the fasis -j estafbisheo begab pr-ceq
o.re, especiabby since ?e kn-? that the Oanheorin 
?as n-t abb-?eo t- prescrife the oeath penabty 
.noer D-Tan ba?W

  Is there a bink fet?een jeverish eT-ti-nabisT ano 
the ”T-f TentabityMm
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  when pe-pbe are screaTing ano rej.sing t- bisten, 
o-es it give bicense j-r .nfriobeo hatreo ano vi-q
bencem

  Bcc-roing t- verses !G ano FH, h-? oio Otephen 
resp-no t- the .nba?j.b, T.roer-.s attack .p-n 
hiTm 

  what oio he o-m

  H-? ?-.bo y-. jare in the saTe sit.ati-nm


