
Chapter Seven

Jewish Genealogy

If the issue of Jewish/gentile identicabtion meab,e aonfusingr 
then the histoy“ of the ahbnging decnitions of whbt aonstitutes 
meing ”Jewish. bdds ,oye aonfusion to ouy undeystbndingT

pheye is bn inaonsistena“ in the histoyiabl decnitions of whbt 
decnes b Aeyson bs ”Jewish.T phis ,b“ suyAyise so,e AeoAleT 
qftey bllr theye does not bAAeby to me bn“ -uestion oy aontyov
keys“ okey the ethniait“ of so,eone with kbyious othey mbaGv
gyounds in theiy Aedigyee suah bs Rey,bnr Cussibnr Fhineser 
Wyenahr etaT ze yeaognixe AeoAle with ,iOed Abyentbge to hbke 
bn ethnia aonneation to moth sides of theiy geneblogiabl heyitbgeT 
In fbatr ,ost of us hbke geneblogiabl aonneations to ,bn“ ethnia 
gyouAsT Woy eOb,Aler I b, Rey,bnvJewish bnd IyishT 

phe ybmmis hbke dekeloAed b sAeaica decnition of meing ”Jewv
ish. thbt hbs ahbnged okey ti,eT phe auyyent tybditionbl kiew 
fyo, the BythodoO ao,,unit“ kiews the tey, ”Jewish. bs bAv
Al“ing onl“ to b Aeyson moyn of b Jewish ,otheyr decned bs 
”,btyilinebl desaent.T phis decnitionr it should me Aointed outr 
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is b ?iAv?oA fyo, theiy decnition duying the seaond te,Ale 
ti,e whiah wbs ”Abtyilinebl desaent.r ,ebning the fbthey(s ethv
niait“ wbs detey,inbtikeT phe BythodoO ybmmis todb“ ye-uiye 
,btyilinebl desaentr aiyau,aised if ,bler bnd not b aonkeyt to 
bnothey yeligionT phe“ blso bAAl“ the tey, ”Jewish. to the genv
tile who undeygoes the Ayoaess of yitubl aonkeysion Ayekiousl“ 
,entionedT qnd so go the tybditions of ,enT

zhbt does the zoyd of Rod sb“ bmout this issue)

qaaoyding to the eOb,Ales in the Limler Jewish desaent is mbsed 
on Abtyilinebl desaent 1thyough the fbthey2T phe aokenbnt wbs 
oyiginbll“ ,bde with qmybhb, bnd Ayo,ised to eOtend thyough 
Isbba bnd JbaomT Hee Renesis :;5;7 :65:'7 :4547 :85:v;r87 ;'5M7 
;K5:MT It wbs the fbthey who detey,ined the yeligious identit“ of 
his fb,il“T qftey bllr aiyau,aision wbs Aeyfoy,ed on the ,blesr 
indiabting thbt the aokenbnt identit“ bAAlied to the Ah“siabl 
desaendbnts of the fbtheyT

Ho,e othey Limliabl eOb,Ales of Abtyilinebl desaent5

  Yoses tooG b wife who wbs b Fushite bnd his sons weye 
aonsideyed Jewish baaoyding to : Fhyoniales ;65:Mr:4r 
”Lut bs foy Yoses the ,bn of Rodr his sons weye nb,ed 
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b,ong the tyime of UekiT phe sons of Yoses5 Reysho, 
bnd SliexeyT.

  JoseAh hbd bn Sg“Atibn wife bnd “et his sons SAhybi, 
bnd Ybnbsseh meab,e two tyimes in IsybelT

  9ing Ebkid wbs Jewish bnd “et his gyebtvgybnd,othv
ey Cuthr b Yobmitessr bnd his gyebtvgyebtvgybnd,othey 
Cbhbm weye moth gentilesT

It see,s aleby fyo, the Limliabl witness thbt the ybmminia tybv
dition yegbyding detey,ining Jewishness is bnothey tybdition of 
,en thbt is dekoid of suAAoyt bndr in fbatr aontybdiated m“ the 
HayiAtuyesT

In the cnbl bnbl“sisr I suggest the following:5 Dsing the fyb,ev
woyG of the qmybhb,ia aokenbntr it is essentibl to identif“ moth 
Jews 1bs Jews2 bnd gentiles 1bs gentiles2 bs meing togethey in the 
aokenbnt of the Ayo,iseT phe enlbyge,ent of Isybel to baao,v
,odbte the in?uO of gentiles wbs blwb“s the Albn of RodT Isybel 
wbs to me b light to the nbtionsT pheiy tent wbs to me oAen to 
seeGing gentilesT It is ayitiabl to see gentiles meing gybfted in bs 
b fulcll,ent of the Ayo,iseT phese seeGing gentiles do not ”mev
ao,e Jews. thyough b ,bnv,bde yitublT phe“ ye,bin bs gentiles 
bs ekidenae of the Ayo,ise of RodT SAhesibns 65' stbtes. thbt the 
Rentiles bye fellow heiys bnd fellow ,e,meys of the mod“r bnd 
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fellow AbytbGeys of his Ayo,ise in Yessibh 0eshub thyough the 
Rood 3ews.T

I Foyinthibns 85:’r ;P stbtes5 ”Fiyau,aision is nothingr bnd 
unaiyau,aision is nothingr mut whbt ,btteys is GeeAing Rodjs 
ao,,bnd,entsT Uet ebah ,bn stb“ in thbt ablling in whiah he 
wbs ablledT. Hinae ”aiyau,aision. wbs b wb“ of sb“ing ”Jewish.r 
Ibul is sb“ing it does not ,bttey if “ou bye b Jew oy b gentileT 
zhbt ,btteys is fbith in the YessibhT

Rblbtibns 65;K stbtes5 ”pheye is neithey Jew noy RyeeGr theye 
is neithey slbke noy fyee ,bnr theye is neithey ,ble noy fe,ble7 
foy “ou bye bll one in Yessibh 0eshubT. phis Abssbge does not 
negbte the fbats of batubl desaendbna“ of meing Jewish oy meing 
gentileT pheye ye,bin distinations metween meing Jewish bnd 
meing gentile Just bs theye ye,bin distinations of meing ,ble oy 
fe,bler desAite auyyent soaietbl btte,Ats to mluy oy ye,oke those 
distinationsT It e,Ahbsixes the sAiyitubl e-ublit“ metween Jewish 
meliekeys bnd gentile meliekeysT Buy identicabtion is ”in Yessibh. 
whiah ,bGes us Abyt of the ”one new ,bn.T 

:T  Hee the eOaellent mooG titledr ”Wellow Neiys v Jews bnd 
Rentiles pogethey in the Wb,il“ of Rod. m“ pi, Negg bt 
wwwTtoybhyesouyaeTao, bnd q,bxonT


