
Chapter Six

Ritual Conversion of 
gentiles

The history of Jewish/gentile1 relations is not a pretty one, for 
either side. As is often the case, much of the tension is directly 
caused or inbuenced -y errant theologies and misunderstandB
ings of passages in the xi-le. This section will not -e evhaustike 
of the history and issues for that is -eyond the scope of this 
-ooI. Hnstead, the focus is on how a speciGc issue -ecame an 
issue and what the xi-le has to say a-out it.

?ow do gentiles -ecome attracted to the “od of A-raham, 
Hsaac, and Jaco-” Ht was always the mission of Hsrael to D-e a light 
to the nations4, referring to the gentiles. That light or witness 
is the Torah of “od. This methodology is clearly represented 
in the famous passage in :euteronomy 58LBO, Dxehold, H hake 
taught you statutes and ordinances, eken as the RK;: my “od 
commanded me, that you should do so in the middle of the 
land where you go in to possess it. Ceep therefore and do themU 
for this is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of 
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the peoples who shall hear all these statutes and say, D3urely this 
great nation is a wise and understanding people.4 (or what great 
nation is there that has a god so near to them as the RK;: our 
“od is wheneker we call on him” )hat great nation is there that 
has statutes and ordinances so righteous as all this law which H 
set -efore you today”4

Kne of the purposes for Hsrael Ieeping the Torah was that 
“od gake it to them as the lifestyle of the redeemed. Ht was 'and 
is2 “odqs instructions for how to like and practice the faith. Ht 
is also “odqs ordained methodology for witnessing. )e see in 
this passage that o-edience leads to sanctiGcation which leads 
to -eing a witness. As gentiles passed through the land of Hsrael, 
they would o-serke Hsraelqs Torah practices and they would see 
them as haking wisdom and understanding. They would -e 
drawn to the worship of the one, true “od. “odqs purpose for 
Hsrael was always to -e that light to draw gentiles into a cokenant 
relationship with ?im7. 

3o, whatqs the pro-lem with gentiles ”F 3een from the JewB
ish perspectike, the issue was simple8 idolatry. The gentiles had 
-een steeped in pagan idolatry. They fre6uently fell -acI into 
it, taIing Jews with them. Ht was pagan idolatry that led to the 
0orthern Iingdom of Hsrael -eing taIen into captikity -y the 
Assyrians in zF7 xEN5. The same thing led to the destruction 
of Jerusalem and the 3outhern Iingdom of Judah -eing taIen 
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into captikity -y the xa-ylonians in LOP xEN. Hdolatry was a real 
threat. )hen the Jews returned to the land in the Gfth century 
xEN, the 3outhern tri-es followed the leadership of 0ehemiah 
and Njra and -egan a sincere return to the Torah, forsaIing any 
contact with idolatry including contact with gentiles. SnfortuB
nately, this had the eMect of marginalijing gentiles. They Inew 
gentiles had signiGcant inkolkement with paganism and idolatry, 
so the Jewish leadership Dclosed ranIs4 and Hsrael -ecame an 
insular community. Yre’udice and fear had won.

xut what a-out sincere gentiles who were drawn to the worB
ship of the “od of Hsrael” )as there no path forward for them” 
The ra--inic answer to the pro-lem of gentiles was to selectikely 
redeGne them Das a Jew4. Yro-lem solked, right”

The xi-lical command to circumcise had always -een done as 
a sign of the cokenantL. This was creatikely misconstrued into an 
Dentrance rite4 where a gentile seeIing to ’oin in the worship of 
the “od of Hsrael would undergo it to change his status to that 
of a Jew.  The ra--inic answer is a direct kiolation of many, many 
Torah commands regarding the acceptance of gentiles. There is 
simply no prokision or methodology giken in the Torah whereB
-y a gentileqs status is changed from -eing an ethnic gentile to 
-eing an ethnic Jew. This is an entirely manBmade tradition that 
stands in direct kiolation of the written )ord of “od. Kne clear 
evample is 0um-ers 1L81P DKne law and one ordinance shall -e 
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for you and for the stranger who likes as a foreigner with you.4 Hf 
the seeIing gentile 'foreigner2 D-ecame a Jew4 then there would 
-e no need to state that the one Torah would apply e6ually to 
the natikeB-orn Jew and the gentile 'foreigner with you2.

Hn later times, a-out 7W years or so -efore the adkent of the 
"essiah, the controkersy oker Dwhat to do with the gentiles4 
rose to a feker pitch within the Jewish leadership. There is 
recorded a famous de-ate and legal -attle -etween two promiB
nent factions within the leadership of the nation, the ?ouse 
of 3hammai and the ?ouse of ?illel. The end result was the 
creation of the DNighteen "easures4 which are a complicated list 
of rulings regarding Jewish/gentile relations and interactions. 
Ht placed many restrictions on Jews interacting with gentiles in 
direct opposition to the Torah. This new theology -ecame a 
strong religious and cultural pre’udice that everted signiGcant 
pressure on the Jewish people during the time of the "essiah 
and the early -eliekers. 

)e see ekidence of this with Yeter in Acts 1W87O where we 
read of Yeterqs reluctance to eken enter the home of a gentile8 
D?e said to them, DIou yourselkes Inow how it is an unlawful 
thing for a man who is a Jew to ’oin himself or come to one 
of another nation, -ut “od has shown me that H shouldnJt call 
any man unholy or unclean.4 There is nothing in the Torah 
a-out restricting a Jew from haking fellowship with or entering 
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the home of a gentile. Yeter was struggling with the common 
pre’udice of the day that arose from the Nighteen "easures 
against contact with gentiles. xy the way, Acts 1W has nothing 
to do with food, it is a-out pre’udice against gentiles. "ore on 
this later.

The issue of ritual conkersion of gentiles -ecame cemented 
in peopleqs minds. Ht -ecame accepted theology. The manBmade 
Dfence around the Torah4 had the force of law. This is the pro-B
lem with the traditions of men that are in conbict with the )ord 
of “od. Ht has the net eMect of nullifying the )ord.

1.  The word KgentileK is a term that merely refers to a 
nonBJewish person. Ht is not meant in any derogatory sense.

7.  Kne of my fakorite -ooIs on this topic is DTaIe ?old8 NmB
-racing Kur :ikine Hnheritance with Hsrael4 Third Ndition  
-y Ariel and :qkorah xerIowitj. at  Amajon.

F.  (or an evceptional history of Jewish/gentile relations see 
the study on “alatians -y ;icI 3purlocI at  www.-erean
sonline.org.

5.  The nomenclature xEN stands for xefore the Eommon 
Nra in place of xE and EN stands for the Eommon Nra in 
place of A:.
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L.  Another evcellent resource is titled DThe Retter )riter4 -y 
Tim ?egg at www.torahresource.com and Amajon.


