
Chapter Five

Chapter 5

  In the opening 4 verses of the chapter, we see a con-
tinuation of the example of the people sharing their 
possessions but with a twist.

  What was the sin of Hananiah and Shappirah?

  Peter clearly states in verse 4 that they were under no 
speciqc reAuirement to give anything or any percent-
age of anything they sold.

  How  was  their  disingenuousness  viewed  by  the 
Cpostles?

  Ran you speculate as to their motive for having lied? 
Since their giving was done in public, could it have 
been pride?

  Cccording to Peter, to whom had they actually lied?
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  Why was it important to maintain integrity in the 
arena of qnancial giving? Is that still important to-
day? 

  In verse ““, most modern translations have inserted 
the word ”churchG for the underlying kreeT word ”Nc-
clesiaG. Xhroughout the kreeT translation of the He-
brew Scriptures, Tnown as the Septuagint, abbreviated 
as U77 which means "1, the consistent translation of 
the Hebrew word ”TehalG, which means ”assemblyG, 
uses the kreeT word ”ecclesiaG. 

  Why do you suppose the modern translations have 
switched to a diYerent word to translate the same 
kreeT word, ecclesia?

  Since the actual word (church( is not really a (Lible 
word( but an inserted translation, what does the 
word (church( mean and where does it come from? 
Oou might want to search this out through various 
resources.

  Why do you suppose the modern translators insist 
on maTing a separation between the believers in the 
Xanach )Mld Xestament periodF and the believers in 
the Cpostolic times )3ew Xestament periodF if the 
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underlying text does not support it?

  What is the diYerence between viewing the Lible 
through the lens of continuity or through contrast?

  In verses “j-“J we see the advancement of the Tingdom 
of kod.

  2any people were afraid to openly and publicly 9oin 
the Cpostles but apparently there were Auite a few 
who did so privately.

  What drew the multitudes from the cities around 
8erusalem to come to the temple?

  Xhe High Priest and the sect of the Sadducees laid 
hands on the Cpostles and put them in custody. What 
does verse “" say was the reason behind their actions?

  Xhe early believers were teaching the resurrection of 
the 2essiah. Xhe doctrine of the resurrection was 
clearly taught by the Pharisees and expressly dis-
claimed by the Sadducees. It was doubly oYensive to 
the Sadducees, as well as the High Priest, as they had 
been complicit in his death.

  Cccording to verses “' and j1, who opened the prison 
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doors and released the Cpostles from custody and what 
were they told to do?

  Eid they do what they were told to do?

  2eanwhile, the High Priest called the entire Sanhedrin 
together to deal with the matter. 

  When they discovered that the Cpostles were not in 
custody but were bacT out preaching, what was their 
reaction according to verse j4?

  Xhe text records that the Cpostles were brought in 
(without violence(, meaning not by force. What was 
their fear, according to verse jJ?

  Xhe High Priest charged them in verse jz, (EidnEt we 
strictly command you not to teach in this name? Le-
hold, you have qlled 8erusalem with your teaching, and 
intend to bring this manEs blood on us.(

  Cccording to the opinion of the High Priest, how 
eYective had the Cpostles been in their ministry?

  What was the fear of the High Priest?

  PeterEs response in verse j' was, (We must obey kod 
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rather than men.(

  Peter recogniFed that ultimate authority resides in 
kod and not the traditions of men that stand in 
opposition to it.

  Mn the balance scale of truth, when the word of kod 
overrides the traditions and theories of men, where 
do you stand?

  UiTe Peter and the early believers, are you willing to 
maintain your commitment to the truth of the word 
of kod, even if it means rebelling against human 
religious authorities that stand in opposition to it?

  PeterEs response was AuicT and to the point.

  What was the focus and essence of his message in 
verses 01-0j?

  Is the gospel, the resurrection and the forgiveness of 
sins a ready message for you to share with those who 
asT you about your faith?

  Xhe High Priest and the Sadducees were Auite reactive 
to this message. Bemember that the Sadducees did not 
believe in any resurrection but the Pharisees did.
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  What does verse 00 say was their emotional reaction?

  Xhe leader of the Pharisaic party was kamaliel )kam-
lielF who is described in verse “4 as (a teacher of the 
Xorah, honored by all the people.(

  Xhis great scholar challenges the High Priest and the 
Sadducees with a remarTable thought. What is the 
essence of his argument in verses 0z and 0'?

  How incredible do you qnd it that this great scholar 
was advocating even for the possibility of aGrming 
the message of the gospel?

  What did the council qnally do in verse 41?

  What was the reaction from the Cpostles as stated in 
verse 4“?

  Eid the Cpostles heed the threat against them? What 
did they continue to do in verse 4j?


