
Chapter Five

Reinterpreting Messianic 
Prophecies

One of the many challenges in dialoguing with Jewish people 
who do not believe in Yeshua is what they have been taught 
regarding what the Scriptures declare about the Messiah.1 The 
problem is that the rabbis have not been consistent or fair in 
their interpretations of many Messianic prophecies. Prior to the 
advent of Christianity, many rabbis correctly identiAed many 
Scriptural prophecies as pointing to Messiah. kfter leaders and 
apologists from within Christianity began to correctly assert 
these prophecies as pointing to and being fulAlled in Yeshua, the 
rabbis bac2pedaled and reversed course in many interpretations 
of Messianic prophecies. This was not done on the basis of solid 
scholarship but as a reactionary and defensive moveD. -uring 
the third and fourth centuries of the common era, much of the 
theology from both Christianity and Judaism can be characz
teri“ed as ”reactionaryI in opposition to the ”other sideI and 
not based on careful scholarship. Rt is much li2e what we see 
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in todayqs hyperzpartisan political diatribes from both sides of 
the spectrum. Truth is frexuently a casualty of the war between 
men, whether theologians or politicians.

Rt is true historically that during the time of Yeshua and the 
oppression by the Boman authorities, many Jewish e7pectaz
tions regarding the Messiah were colored by their immediate 
situation and need for deliverance. These e7pectations were foz
cused on the immediate return of the 2ingdom and deliverance 
from tyranny. Consexuently, their focus and e7pectations were 
on their need for the promised deliverer, Messiah ben -avid, the 
conxuering hero as described and prophesied in -aniel :314,1Z 
and Wechariah 1Z3Z and others. !e can empathi“e with su5ering 
people longing for relief in our day as well. !e too long for the 
return of Messiah and the establishment of righteous rule in our 
world. Come, Uord YeshuaF

The death of Yeshua on the cross seemed to contradict their 
e7pectations. They failed to understand the prophecies about 
Messiah that describe Nim as Messiah ben Yosef, the su5ering 
servant of Rsaiah "4 and Psalm DD.

This apparent problem was addressed by the rabbis in several 
ways. Kirst, some Messianic prophecies such as those in Rsaiah 
"4 were reinterpreted to apply to Rsrael. The conte7t argues 
strongly against such reasoning, but this interpretation is still 
prevalent today. knother theory posited that there are actually 
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two Messiahs, one as the su5ering servant and the other as the 
returning conxuerorF They could not or would not consider the 
concept of the same Messiah coming two di5erent times for two 
di5erent purposes as most of Christianity correctly asserts.

This longzstanding theological polari“ation has resulted in 
several  positions  on  issues,  especially  regarding  Messianic 
prophecies, which have become ”cementedI in peopleqs minds. 
Rt is a serious challenge to brea2 through this level of bias. R 
believe it can only be done through the power of the Noly Spirit 
!ho reveals truth.

1.  The word Messiah is from the Nebrew Mashiach and 
means Athe anointed oneA who was prophesied to redeem 
Rsrael.

D.  See the e7cellent boo2 titled !hat the Babbis Bnow 
kbout the Messiah by Bachmiel Krydland on kma“on. 


