
Chapter Thirty-One

Concluding thoughts

I retired from the counseling profession as a clinical director of 
counseling programs for criminal owenders vith o3er 0y xears 
of e.perience in indi3idual and group counseling and teachingq 
I am kuite sWilled at reading peopleq bhen certain suj,ects are 
jrought upP no matter hov gracefullxP I can vatch the jodx 
language and see the vall come upq 'eople get defensi3e andP 
sometimesP thex don“t e3en Wnov vhxq I jelie3e it all goes jacW 
to their ”settled theologxT and ”comfortajle traditionsTq be 
tend to liWe things the vax thex are and ve don“t liWe changeq I 
thinW the onlx people vho actuallx liWe ”changeT are vet jajiesq 
-he rest of usP not so muchq

-he pover of traditions to hold us capti3e to rigid thinWingP 
legalistic rekuirementsP and intense preoccupation vith minuM
tiae vas clearlx seen in the e.ample ve jegan vith in 7arW B 
vith the 'harisees and their ojsessions vith ritual hand vashing 
”according to the traditions of the eldersTq Relie3ers studx this 
and other similar passages and often remarW on the erroneous 
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thinWing and practices of these 'hariseesq Nov oftenP hove3erP 
do thex themsel3es go dovn similar paths vith their ovn set of 
manMmade traditions and impose them on others vith the same 
le3el of rigid and inGe.ijle thinWingJ Nov often are thex themM
sel3es in jondage to false ideas ajout Fod and Nis bord that 
come from the mouths of false teachers ”vithin the churchTJ 
I could go dovn and catalog the 3arious errors of all the false 
teachers and false prophets ,ust in our current generation aloneq 
-hat tasW is vax outside the scope of this jooWP and it vould 
taWe xears to compileq -hat fact alone maWes me sadq

It is important to rememjer that traditions max je useful if 
ve Weep things in proper perspecti3eq If the tradition does not 
3iolate the bord of FodP it max je appropriate and gi3e us an 
opportunitx to demonstrate our unitx in practiceq IfP hove3erP 
it does 3iolate the bord of FodP it is de!nitelx not appropriateq 
;ust liWe the ”fences around the -orahT created jx the rajjisP it 
is not a sin for not adhering to a traditionq It“s ,ust a traditionq 
-he onlx authoritati3eP eternalP inspired jodx of -ruth for us 
to emjrace for our faith and practice is the bord of Fodq -he 
vhole bord of FodP from Fenesis through Ae3elationq It is all 
from our Nea3enlx <ather and it is all for our good=


