
Chapter Twenty-Four

God's Appointed Festivals

Who doesn't like a holiday? Time of rwom !owkA g ramily 
peta!ayA g woad twiG to Cwandma's and CwandGa'sA belePwations 
!ith rwiendsA uwesentsA 

gll or ojw ma1ow holidaysc awe so imGowtant to js that they awe 
Gwinted on ojw .alendaws and wemindews GoG jG on ojw GhonesI 
vt is pood to ha,e time set aside to Gajse and weUe.t and to 
Pe thankrjl row ,awiojs GeoGle and e,ents in ojw li,esI We take 
time to .elePwate ojw GawentsS ojw ,etewansS the rojndinp or ojw 
nationS Gast NIYI uwesidentsS and the Pepinninp or the Le! 2eawS 
at least a..owdinp to the Cwepowian .alendawI

gmonp all the ,awiojs holidays !e .elePwateS ho!e,ewS some 
ha,e Peen rowpottenI What aPojt Cod's aGGointed times? vn 
3e,iti.js :“OcS: !e leawn aPojt Cod's gGGointment balendawO 
RThe 3DM‘ sGoke to ”osesS sayinpS RYGeak to the .hildwen or 
vswaelS and tell themS BThe set feasts: of the LORDS !hi.h yoj 
shall Gwo.laim to Pe holy .on,o.ationsS e,en these awe my set 
feastsIE vmapine that? Cod has a .alendaw tooA 



MgHHv b3gN‘4 YbJ4vL4Mc“x

Yome GeoGle see this .haGtew in 3e,iti.js and theiw wea.tion is 
immediateI They sayS RThat !as thenE and Rthis is no!EI They 
sayS RThose awe row the 0e!sS not the bhwistiansIE

3et's take anothew look at the a.tjal te;tI Cod JimselrS says 
that these aGGointed timesS these reasts awe Rthe set reasts or the 
3owdE and R”y set reastsEI They awe Cod's holidaysI Je meant 
them to Pe wepjlaw aGGointments !hewe Je !ojld meet !ith 
Jis GeoGle in a sGe.ial !ayI vt is a Gwomise Je ne,ew wes.indedI 

Shabbat

The list or reasts in 3e,iti.js :“ Pepins !ith the !eekly YhaPPatI 
uewhaGs its Gla.ement at the Pepinninp or the list and the ra.t 
that it is .elePwated e,ewy !eek awpjes row its hiph imGowtan.e 
to CodI This day or west and westowation is to Pe .elePwated on 
the se,enth day Gew Cod's D!n desipn and GjwGoseI Je tells 
js that this sGe.ial day is a memorial of creation in 4;odjs 
:5OccS Rrow in si; days the 3DM‘ made hea,en and eawthS the 
seaS and all that is in themS and wested the se,enth dayz thewerowe 
the 3DM‘ Plessed the YaPPath dayS and made it holyIE Je also 
inrowms js in ‘ejtewonomy -Oc- that YhaPPat is a memorial 
of redemption, R2oj shall wememPew that yoj !ewe a sew,ant 
in the land or 4pyGtS and the 3DM‘ yojw Cod Pwojpht yoj 
ojt or thewe Py a miphty hand and Py an ojtstwet.hed awmI 
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Thewerowe the 3DM‘ yojw Cod .ommanded yoj to keeG the 
YaPPath dayIE

gs Pelie,ews in ”essiah !ho ha,e Peen pwanted RwestE in JimS 
.an !e not also emPwa.e the !eekly day that Cod set aGawt as 
holyS to we.opni6e that RwestE that !e ha,e in Jim and to .ele8
Pwate the pweat deli,ewan.e Je did in ojw li,es? vs thewe a mowe 
aGGwoGwiate day on !hi.h to do this than the day Cod set aGawt 
row this ,ewy GjwGose !ay Pa.k in Cenesis :? This is the sGe.ial 
day in.ljded in the Ten bommandmentsI This day Pe.omes es8
Ge.ially imGowtant as !e look to the rjtjwe or Jis wetjwn and the 
estaPlishment or Jis wjle and weipn on eawthS !hi.h in.ljdes the 
!eekly .elePwation or YhaPPat as roweseen in vsaiah -’I Meason 
!ojld awpje that ir !e .elePwated YhaPPat RthenE and !e !ill 
.elePwate YhaPPat RlatewE as ojtlined in GwoGhe.yS then Py !hat 
wationale do !e sjsGend ojw .elePwation or YhaPPat Rno!E? 

Passover

uesa.h ow uasso,ew is the ne;t .elePwation on the listI vt is a 
one8day resti,al that many GeoGle awe ramiliaw !ithI vt is tied 
into the ne;t resti,al .alled bhap Ja”at6ah ow the reast or 
jnlea,ened PweadS !hi.h Pepins on the day or uasso,ew and lasts 
a rjll !eekI This is !hewe the tewm uasso,ew !eek .omes rwomI 
uasso,ew is an annjal resti,al in the sGwinp or the yeawI“



MgHHv b3gN‘4 YbJ4vL4Mc“’

vt we.ojnts Cod's pwa.iojs a.ts or mew.y and stwenpth in we8
deeminp and wes.jinp the .hildwen or vswael rwom theiw Pondape 
to uhawoah in 4pyGtI Who said thewe is no Rpwa.eE in the Dld 
Testament? 4,ewythinp aPojt Cod's a.tions on Pehalr or Jis 
GeoGle is Gwedi.ated on Jis pwa.eA Jo! .ojld an oGGwessed Geo8
GleS litewally Rstj.k in the mjdES wise jG apainst the all8Go!ewrjl 
awmy or uhawoah and deli,ew themsel,es? LoS it !as Cod !ho 
de.lawed in 4;odjs ’O’87S RThewerowe tell the .hildwen or vswaelS Bv 
am the 3DM‘S and v !ill Pwinp yoj ojt rwom jndew the Pjwdens 
or the 4pyGtiansS and v !ill wid yoj ojt or theiw PondapeS and 
v !ill wedeem yoj !ith an ojtstwet.hed awmS and !ith pweat 
1jdpmentsI v !ill take yoj to myselr row a GeoGleI v !ill Pe yojw 
Codz and yoj shall kno! that v am the 3DM‘ yojw CodS !ho 
Pwinps yoj ojt rwom jndew the Pjwdens or the 4pyGtiansI v !ill 
Pwinp yoj into the land !hi.h v s!owe to pi,e to gPwahamS to 
vsaa.S and to 0a.oPz and v !ill pi,e it to yoj row a hewitapeO v am 
the 3DM‘IK E

4,ewy yeaw at the uasso,ew sedewx !e .elePwate the histowi.al a.ts 
or ojw pwa.iojs Medeemew and ‘eli,ewewI vt is a !ondewrjl time 
to en1oy !ith ojw ramily and rwiendsI This .elePwationS ho!e,ewS 
is not westwi.ted to the wememPwan.e or the histowi.al e;odjs 
rwom 4pyGtI 

  vn the eatinp or the Pittew hewPsS !e awe weminded or the 
Pittewness or ojw o!n Gast Pondape to RuhawoahEI 
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  vn the tyGes and shado!sS !e also see the Gi.tjwe or 
”essiah's pweat a.ts on ojw PehalrI 

  vn the Plood or the uasso,ew lamP that !as jsed to mawk 
the homes or the vswaelites thjs sa,inp them rwom death 
!e see the Plood or ”essiah sa,inp js rwom the death 
Genalty Gwes.wiPed row sinI 

  vn the R3ast YjGGewSE !e see the elements in theiw rjllest 
”essiani. meaninpI

  gs vswael e;Gewien.ed wedemGtion and deli,ewan.e rwom 
ensla,ement to theiw hawsh taskmastewsS so ha,e !e as 
Pelie,ews in ”essiahS thwojph Jis PloodI 

  gs vswael !as .hallenped in 4;odjs qOc’S R3et my Geo8
Gle poS that they may serve meE !e leawn that Cod's 
GjwGose in the wedemGtion and deli,ewan.e or vswael !as 
that or Peinp set aGawt ow san.tiFedI Cod did not wedeem 
and deli,ew them to then set them rwee to do R!hate,ewE 
in tewms or theiw rjtjweI

  Theiw .allinp Rojt orE dawkness !as RintoE the lipht or 
Jis 9inpdom and Jis GjwGoses row themI 

gwe  !e  any  difewent?  The  !ay  some  4,anpeli.als  dis8
towt  the  posGel  messape  into  a  Hji.k  F;S  Fwe  insjwan.eS 
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pet8ojt8or81ail8rwee GwoGosal ipnowes the GjwGose row !hi.h Je 
sa,es jsI The rweedom row !hi.h !e awe sa,ed e;ists only !ithin 
the Gawametews Cod has desipned row js to li,e !ithinI

First Fruits

The ne;t resti,al in 3e,iti.js :“ is .alled RIiwst IwjitsEI vt is the 
annjal .elePwation or the Pepinninp or the Pawley haw,estI The 
idea is to ofew to Cod the RFwstE or ojw haw,est to we.opni6e Jis 
hand in the Plessinp or the FeldsI vn so doinpS !e awe thankinp 
Cod row Jis Gwo,isions row jsI What is mowe imGowtant to sjs8
taininp lire than rood? 

Yin.e most or js awe not rawmews and e,en those !ho awe do not 
pwo! a lot or PawleyS does this resti,al ha,e any meaninp row js 
today? ‘oes this ha,e anythinp to do !ith ”essiah? gPsoljtelyA

vn c bowinthians c-O:58::S it statesS RHjt no! ”essiah has 
Peen waised rwom the deadI Je Pe.ame the Trst fruit or those 
!ho awe asleeGI Iow sin.e death .ame Py manS the wesjwwe.tion 
or the dead also .ame Py manI Iow as in gdam all dieS so also 
in ”essiah all !ill Pe made ali,eIE ”essiah wose rwom the dead 
on the day or the .elePwation or RIiwst IwjitsE Gi.tjwinp this 
meaninpS that Je !ojld Pe the Fwst or a mj.h pweatew .woGI 
What a weason to .elePwate the reast or Iiwst Iwjits as !e see the 
intended Gi.tjwe or ”essiah and the rjtjwe inpathewinp or Jis 
GeoGleI
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Che gountin5 of the OmerB

grtew the resti,al or Iiwst IwjitsS the vswaelites awe told to do a 
.jwiojs thinp in 3e,iti.js :“Oc-Sc’S R2oj shall .ojnt rwom the 
ne;t day artew the YaPPathS rwom the day that yoj Pwojpht the 
shear or the !a,e ofewinpO seven Sabbaths shall Pe .omGletedI 
The ne;t day artew the se,enth YaPPath yoj shall .ojnt Tfty 
daysz and yoj shall ofew a ne! meal ofewinp to the 3DM‘IE 
Ye,en YaPPaths werews to se,en !eeks so se,en times se,en is rowty 
nine !ith the ne;t day Peinp the FrtiethI This !as the annjal 
.elePwation or the haw,est or !heat !hi.h is al!ays a latew .woG 
than the PawleyI Dn.e apainS the idea is to Gwesent an ofewinp 
rwom this .woG to thank Cod row Jis Gwo,isionsI 

This resti,al is kno!n as Yha,jotS !hi.h is a JePwe! !owd 
meaninp R!eeksE and is Pased on the .ojntinp or the se,en 
!eeksI vn bhwistian .iw.lesS it is mowe .ommonly kno!n as uen8
te.ost rwom the Cweek row FrtyS RGentekostosEI The intewestinp 
Hjestion v orten ask Pelie,ews is thisS Rvr uente.ost werews to Frty 
and the .ojntinp or Frty daysS then !hat is the stawt date or the 
.ojntinp?E The ans!ew v most orten heawS othew than Rv don't 
kno!ES isS RWe .ojnt Frty days rwom 4astewAE That ans!ew .ojld 
not Pe mowe in.owwe.tI 

v !ill addwess the owipins or the !owd 4astew and its .ele8
Pwations in the ne;t .haGtewI The main Goint wipht no! is to 
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we.opni6e ho! this Rtwadition or menE wepawdinp .ojntinp has 
de,iated rwom !hat the te;t in 3e,iti.js :“ a.tjally statesI The 
te;t is .leaw that the .ojntinp is to Pepin artew the resti,al YhaP8
Pat on the reast or the Iiwst Iwjits or the Pawley haw,estI Hy 
.hanpinp the .ojntinp date to the idea or 4astewS theolopians 
ha,e apain we,ealed theiw PiasI bhjw.h leadews did not !ant to 
estaPlish a link Pet!een Gast resti,als asso.iated !ith vswaelS so 
they wenamed and wedeFned themI  vndeedS the 9inp 0ames ,ew8
sion or the HiPle kno!inply and intentionally insewts the !owd 
4astew in the te;t or g.ts c:Ox in GjwGoserjl diswepawd or the 
Cweek !owd RGas.halE !hi.h shojld Pe twanslated as uasso,ewI 
”odewn twanslations ha,e we,ewsed this ewwowI vnstead or jsinp 
the tewm Ieast or WeeksS werewwinp to this .ojntinp Gewiod rwom 
Iiwst IwjitsS they jse the tewm uente.ostI vnstead or .ojntinp 
rwom the YhaPPat or Iiwst IwjitsS they de.ided to .ojnt rwom 
4astewI vn doinp all thisS the imGwession is pi,en that this uente8
.ostS as it is .alledS is somethinp ne! and deta.hed rwom vswaelI 
This is twje to sj.h an e;tent that uente.ost is rweHjently and 
ewwoneojsly werewwed to as Rthe Piwthday or the bhjw.hE as a 
ne! entityI This .on.eGt is Piwthed diwe.tly rwom the Gwe,iojsly 
addwessed MeGla.ement Theolopy and ‘isGensational models 
and weGwesents t!o ma1ow ewwows inre.tinp the Pody or ”essiah 
todayI
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gs Cod Gojws ojt Jis YGiwit on the 0e!ish Pelie,ews in g.ts 
:S they awe di,inely emGo!ewed to rjlFll the missionawy a.ti,ity 
2eshja had Gwe,iojsly told them aPojt in 3jke :xOxx8xJS RJe 
said to themS RThis is !hat v told yoj !hile v !as still !ith 
yojS that all thinps !hi.h awe !witten in the Towah or ”osesS 
the uwoGhetsS and the usalms .on.ewninp me mjst Pe rjlFlledIE 
Then he oGened theiw mindsS that they mipht jndewstand the 
Y.wiGtjwesI Je said to themS RThjs it is !wittenS and thjs it 
!as ne.essawy row the ”essiah to sjfew and to wise rwom the 
dead the thiwd dayS and that weGentan.e and wemission or sins 
shojld Pe Gwea.hed in his name to all the nationsS Pepinninp at 
0ewjsalemI 2oj awe !itnesses or these thinpsI HeholdS v send ojt 
the promise of my Father on yojI wut Jait in the city of 
.erusalem until you are clothed Jith poJer from on hi5hYE

–om Ceruah K the Feast of Crumpets

The ne;t resti,al on the list or 3e,iti.js :“ is the Ieast or Twjm8
GetsI vt is des.wiPed as Ra memowial or Plo!inp or shoraws’EI 
vt is also .alled 2om TewjahS the day or the Plo!inpI vr yoj 
ha,e e,ew heawd a shoraw Plo!nS yoj !ill ne,ew rowpet itI vt is 
,ewy lojd and distin.tI vn most twaditional 0e!ish and ”essiani. 
.onpwepationsS the day is mawked Py heawinp the shoraw Plo!n 
o,ew c55 timesI Thewe awe ,awiojs sojnds that awe madeS done in 
a sGe.iF. seHjen.eS that add to the jniHjeness or the dayI YoS 
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!hat is all this Plo!inp or the shoraws sjGGosed to a..omGlish? 
Jistowi.allyS the shoraw !as heawd at the pi,inp or the Towah to 
”osheI Yin.e the sojnds awe lojd and .awwied a lonp distan.e it 
is also easy to see ho! it !as jsed to .ommjni.ate djwinp times 
or !awS thjs the difewent tyGes or sojnds jsed sj.h as showtS 
lonpS showt then lonpS et.IS had difewent meaninps to Pettew 
.ommjni.ate ta.ti.al .ommands on a noisy PattleFeldI 

usalm xqO- tells js or the 1oy or Peinp in the Gwesen.e or the 
9inp as it statesS RCod has pone jG !ith a shojtS the 3DM‘ 
!ith the sojnd or a shofarIE 

vn ”atthe! :xO“5S“c !e see the shoraw annojn.inp the wetjwn 
or ”essiahS Rgnd then the sipn or the Yon or ”an !ill aGGeaw in 
the skyI Then all the twiPes or the eawth !ill mojwnS and they !ill 
see the Yon or ”an .ominp on the .lojds or the sky !ith Go!ew 
and pweat plowyI Je !ill send ojt his anpels !ith a 5reat sound 
of a shofarS and they !ill pathew topethew his .hosen ones rwom 
the rojw !indsS rwom one end or the sky to the othewIE 

glsoS c Thessalonians xOc’ statesS RIow the 3owd himselr 
!ill des.end rwom hea,en !ith a shojtS !ith the ,oi.e or the 
aw.hanpel and !ith CodKs shofarIE v lonp to heaw TJgT shorawA

vt is stated in the te;t or 3e,iti.js :“ that the ne;t resti,al 
2om 9iGGjw is ten days artew the Plo!inp or the shorawI These 
intew,eninp days Pet!een the t!o resti,als awe kno!n in 0jdaism 
as the Rdays or a!eEI vt is djwinp this time that oPsew,ant 0e!s 
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awe .alled to weGentan.eS to tjwn to ow wetjwn to gdonai and Jis 
TowahI 

vt is as ir Plo!inp the shoraw is Cod's R!ake8jG .allE to weGen8
tan.eI ‘oes this ha,e any wele,an.e to GeoGle today? vn a penewal 
senseS do yoj think GeoGle ha,e pone of .ojwse and a!ay rwom 
Cod and Jis Wowd? ‘o yoj think GeoGle RneedE some kind or 
R!ake8jG .allE to pet theiw attention? 2oj Pe the 1jdpeI

–om kippur

The ne;t resti,al is 2om 9iGGjwS !hi.h twanslates as the day or 
atonementI vt is the annjal day or weGentan.e and wene!al row 
all vswaelI uwayewS rastinpS and intew.ession Glay a lawpe wole !ith 
the most sipniF.ant wole Glayed Py the Jiph uwiest !ho ofews 
Gwayews and sa.wiF.es and entews the a.tjal Joly or Jolies only 
on.e a yeawI vt is imGossiPle to we,ie! all the tea.hinps or 2om 
9iGGjw in this Pook Pjt it is imGowtant to see ho! it is welated 
to Pelie,ews in 2eshjaI gll or the details or 2om 9iGGjw Goint to 
”essiah's on.e8row8all sa.wiF.e and Jis Plood Peinp the atone8
ment row ojw sojlsI The .wj.iFed ”essiah rjlFlls the Gi.tjwe or 
the mew.y seatI vt !as Jis Plood that Je Pwojpht to the altaw 
in Jea,enI 4a.h yeaw !e .elePwate this resti,alS !e .an ro.js on 
2eshja Peinp Cod's only atonement and the pweat .ost in,ol,ed 
in se.jwinp ojw wedemGtionI We leawn that rweedom is not rweeS it 
.ost 2eshja Jis lireI vt .ost the Iathew the Gain or seeinp Jis Yon 
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Gay that Gwi.eI We .an also we1oi.e in the a..omGlished Fnished 
!owk or ”essiah on ojw PehalrI We .an kno! !ith .ewtainty that 
ojw names awe !witten in the 3amP's Hook or 3ireI What Pettew 
!ay to ro.js on the Gwima.y and .entwality or 2eshja?

Su))ot or the Feast of Cabernacles

The last resti,al listed in 3e,iti.js :“ is YjkkotS rwom the Je8
Pwe! meaninp RPoothsE ow RsheltewsEI The vswaelites !ewe to 
.onstwj.t these temGowawy stwj.tjwes and a.tjally li,e in them 
row a !eek as a time or we1oi.inpI vn ”essiani. .onpwepations v 
ha,e attended and Peen a Gawt or it is indeed a time or we1oi.inpA vt 
is desipned Py Cod to .ajse GeoGle to weUe.t and wememPew Cod 
as theiw Gwo,idew djwinp tojph timesI When vswael !as in the 
desewtS all they had !as CodI They had to deGend on JimI ‘o 
!e need a sGe.iF. time to weUe.t on ojw o!n !ildewness histowy 
and to wememPew Cod's .o,enant raithrjlness to js as !ell? v 
Pelie,e !e doI vr !e .an we.all Jis times or Gwo,ision djwinp 
the lean timesS ir !e .an we.all Jis many Plessinps and pjidan.e 
pi,enS e,en !hen !e !ewe disoPedientS ho! mj.h mowe .an !e 
!alk row!awd in raith Pelie,inp !hat 2eshja said in JePwe!s 
c“O-S’S Rv !ill in no !ay lea,e yojS neithew !ill v in any !ay 
rowsake yojIE Yo that !ith pood .ojwape !e sayS RThe 3owd is 
my helGewI v !ill not reawI What .an man do to me?E 2eshja also 
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said in ”atthe! :7O:5S RHeholdS v am !ith yoj al!aysS e,en to 
the end or the apeIE

cI  The GoGjlaw holidays kno!n as bhwistmas and 4astew !ill 
Pe .ommented on in the ne;t .haGtew or the PookI

:I  The JePwe! !owd Pehind the twanslation or the !owd 
reasts is RmoedimEI vn the sinpjlaw rowm it is RmoedEI

“I  Nndewstandinp and we.on.ilinp the JePwe! .alendaw sys8
tem !ith ojw modewn Cwepowian system is no easy taskI vt is 
a .omGli.ated stjdyI v we.ommend a Pook titled 0jdaism in 
a LjtshellO The 0e!ish balendaw Py Yee84l Ilowes a,ailaPle 
at gma6onI

xI  The JePwe! !owd RsedewE means RowdewEI Thewe is a set 
owdew to the .elePwation !hi.h in,ol,es sGe.iF. tea.hinps 
and .ewemoniesI 

-I  The JePwe! !owd RomewE is a jnit or measjwe or dwy 
.aGa.ity jsed row .ojntinpI

’I  g shoraw is not te.hni.ally a twjmGet Pjt a wam's hownI


