
Chapter Nineteen

Protestantism

In the 1970s, as a former Roman Catholic seeking truth, I was 
certainly handicapped by my ignorance of the Word of God. 
I had no objective standard of truth to help me navigate the 
dizzying array of “spiritual” options available to me. To make 
matters worse, I was not yet a “believer” in Bible terms. As a 
Catholic, I had been “religious” but never had a “relationship” 
with God. There is a profound diSerence.

I have never been an “atheist”. 'imply from a philosophical 
perspective, I have always rejected this position. Atheism takes as 
its premise the absolute xat statement, “There is no god.” Aside 
from being arrogant and somewhat prideful, it-s oLymoronic in 
“proving a negative”.

'omeone once said that an atheist is “a person with no invisiU
ble means of support.” 

I have always believed in a Creator Who sustains and cares for 
this world and its inhabitants, although my Catholic upbringU
ing distorted my understanding and added much in the way of 
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fear and guilt. It was then, in 197J, that I read a book that I conU
sider “an avalanche of Truth”. The book was Nvidence That HeU
mands a Merdict by Yosh PcHowell. I was genuinely impressed 
at the sheer volume and scholarly depth of the material as it led 
me to a deeper understanding of the authority and reliability 
of the Bible, eLplained what constitutes real faith, and showed 
what a true relationship with God through 6is 'on, qeshua, 
looks like. I accepted qeshua as my Dord and 'avior and thus 
began my spiritual journey through the land of 3rotestantism. 

Hue in large part to my ignorance of what diSerent 3rotestant 
churches taught, I was understandably confused for a while. It 
seemed that each diSerent church had 2uite a diSerent spin on 
various 'criptures and practices. It reminded me of going to an 
ice cream shop that oSered :7 5avors, although, in this case, 
there were hundreds. I wasn-t trying to be legalistic or prideful, 
I just wanted to understand the Bible as a whole unit and a 
continuous revelation, which is what I perceived it to be. 

The Apostle 3eter gives us an important piece of wisdom 
regarding understanding the writings of the Apostle 3aul in ; 
3eter :O1(U1J, “Regard the patience of our Dord as salvation) 
even as our beloved brother 3aul also, according to the wisdom 
given to him, wrote to you, as also in all of his letters, speaking 
in them of these things. In those, there are some things that 
are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unsettled 
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twist, as they also do to the other 'criptures, to their own 
destruction.” 3eter is giving us a word of caution regarding how 
challenging it can be to always understand the writings of 3aul 
correctly. This makes sense when you understand 3aul-s eLtraU
ordinary scholastic background. 6e was 2uite learned in not 
only the Torah but also the Fral Torah and in the Pidrashim 
?interpretations! and skilled at debating. 6e was 5uent not only 
in his native language of 6ebrew but also in Greek. 6e was 
trained at the feet of Gamli-el at his yeshiva ?house of study!. 
Gamli-el was the grandson of the famous 6illel, a 3harisee and 
one of the leaders of the 'anhedrin. For 3aul, studying under 
him was the e2uivalent of clerking for one of the justices of the 
E.'. 'upreme Court.

There is an old joke about 3aul . . .
“6ow will we recognize the Apostle 3aul when we get to 

6eavenG” The answer is, “6e-s the one wearing the TUshirt that 
says, -But, I never said thatH-”

Two of the most common errors prevalent today, based on 
misunderstanding 3aul, are the teachings known as ReplaceU
ment Theology and Hispensationalism. I will address them sepU
arately.


