
Chapter Seventeen

The Infallibility of the Pope

Infallibility1

NOUN
the quality of being infallible; the inability to be wrong:
"his judgment became impaired by faith in his own infallibili-

ty."
(in the Roman Catholic church) the doctrine that in speciPed 

circumstances the .ope is incapable of error in pronouncing 
dogmaT

Vhe 8atican Council of 170“ met in Rome and dePned the 
doctrine of the infallibility of the .ope as follows:

WTTTve teach and dePne that it is a dogma dikinely rekealed that 
the Roman .ontiE when he speaxs ,A CathedraB that isB when in 
discharge of the oLce of pastor and doctor of all ChristiansB by 
kirtue of his Upostolic authorityB he dePnes a doctrine regarding 
faith and morals to be held by the unikersal ChurchB by the 
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dikine assistance promised him in blessed .eterB is possessed of 
that infallibility with which the dikine Redeemer willed that 
-is Church should be endowed for dePning doctrines regard!
ing faith and morals and that therefore such dePnitions of the 
Roman .ontiE of themselkes ” are not by kirtue of the consent 
of the Church ” are irreformableT Dut if anyone ” which may 
'od forbidF ! presume to contradict this our dePnition; let him 
be anathemaT9

2o there we hake the oLcial dePnitionT vhateker the .ope de!
termines regarding anything pertaining to faith or morals is ab!
soluteB guaranteed trueB not open to discussion or debateB forced 
upon the Church with or without their consentB andB most 
importantlyB irreformableT vith this last word Wirreformable9 
the Roman church has literally painted itself into a cornerT If the 
.ope speaxs for the churchB can6t be wrongB and can6t change his 
mindB thenB by dePnitionB the Church can neker repentB eken if 
shown errorT

I remember as a young man that the Roman Catholic church 
taught that eating meat on ?riday was a mortal sinT It was a 
serious restriction that our family followed scrupulouslyT Vhen 
in 1O33B that changed; 8atican II changed the rulesT Vhis was 
troubling to me and othersT -ow can the church Wchange9M 
vhat did this mean for other teachings that were supposed 
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to be absolute and unchangeableM vhat happened to all those 
poor departed souls who went to hell on a meat rapM vere they 
retroactikely pardonedM Vhe whole authority structure began 
to appear rather shaxyT I would later learn that I was not alone 
in my uncertainty about the Wsure foundation9 of the Catholic 
faithT U few small pebbles of Wchange9 started a landslide in the 
minds of manyT

I left the Catholic church in the early 0“sB not because of any 
single issueB but due to a growing awareness and understand!
ing of the Catholic church6s arroganceB domineering attitude 
towards dissentB abusike control of its membersB questionable 
theological assumptions and conclusionsB linxs to pagan prac!
tices and outright dishonest and deceptike claimsT Ey reFectionB 
at this pointB was not based on any solid 2criptural bacxgroundT 
Us a typical CatholicB I was Diblically ignorantT Ey grounding 
in Diblical understanding came laterT I simply held up the claims 
of the Roman Catholic church in the light of logicB fairnessB 
and the eAamination of the fruit of their teachingsT Vhey clearly 
failed the testT Ey quest for truth continued in my pursuit of 
learning through the karious schools of .rotestantism which is 
the topic of later chaptersT

1T  Us dePned in  wwwTdictionaryTcom


