
Chapter Thirteen

Peter and the Papacy

The Roman Catholic teaching regarding the Apostle Peter is 
foundational to the authority structure of the Roman church. 
It is taught, in no uncertain terms, that Peter was the vrst Pope, 
that he was gi“en the k”eys to the ”ingdomb representing a-Y
solute authority gi“en -y Heshua Limself, and that Peter was the 
kRoc”b, meaning the origin of authority and the khead of the 
churchb. In the modern sym-ol for the Pope, one can see the 
image of the ”eys clearly represented.

xet us eWamine the written Gord of Mod to learn the truth. In 
1atthew 6:569Y6B it says, kLe said to them, k?ut who do you 
say that I amSb Jimon Peter answered, kHou are the 1essiah, the 
Jon of the li“ing Mod. Heshua answered him, k?lessed are you, 
Jimon ?arYFonah, for Kesh and -lood, has not re“ealed this to 
you, -ut my Uather who is in hea“en. I also tell you that you are 
Peter, and on this rock, I will -uild my assem-ly, and the gates 
of Jheol will not pre“ail against it. I will gi“e to you the keys of 
the Dingdom of Lea“en, and whate“er you -ind on earth will 
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ha“e -een -ound in hea“en, and whate“er you release on earth 
will ha“e -een released in hea“en.b

In Mree”, Peter2s name, kPetrosb, refers to a single roc”. The 
neWt word for roc” in the teWt is kPetrab, which refers to a roc” 
mass or -edroc”. The play on words here refers to Peter2s conY
fession of Heshua as 1essiah -eing the -edroc” of faith. 

In 1atthew 64564Y38 the same power is gi“en to the other 
disciples as well, k1ost certainly I tell you, whate“er things you 
-ind on earth will ha“e -een -ound in hea“en, and whate“er 
things you release on earth will ha“e -een released in hea“en. 
Again, assuredly I tell you, that if two of you will agree on 
earth concerning anything that they will as”, it will -e done for 
them -y my Uather who is in hea“en. Uor where two or three 
are gathered together in my name, there I am in the middle of 
them.b

The k”eysb represent the gospel message all the disciples were 
to proclaim. Peter did proclaim this in Acts 3536 kIt will -e 
that whoe“er will call on the name of the xord will -e sa“ed.b 
Peter also proclaimed in Acts 685O3, Oj, kLe commanded us 
to proclaim to the people and to testify that this is he who is 
appointed -y Mod as the Fudge of the li“ing and the dead. All 
the prophets testify a-out him, that through his name e“eryone 
who -elie“es in him will recei“e remission of sins.b
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Nid Heshua appoint a falli-le man li”e Peter as the head of 
Lis congregationS Peter himself disclaimed such a position as 
he wrote in 6 Peter 35OY4 ,kCome to him, a li“ing stone, re!ected 
indeed -y men, -ut chosen -y Mod, precious. Hou also as li“ing 
stones are -uilt up as a spiritual house, to -e a holy priesthood, 
to o7er up spiritual sacrivces, accepta-le to Mod through Heshua 
the 1essiah. ?ecause it is contained in Jcripture, k?ehold, I lay 
in Dion a chief cornerstone, chosen and precious. Le who 
-elie“es in him will not -e disappointed.b Uor you who -elie“e 
therefore is the honor, -ut for those who are diso-edient, kThe 
stone which the -uilders re!ected has -ecome the chief corner-
stone.b

Paul says in 6 Corinthians j568,66, kAccording to the grace 
of Mod which was gi“en to me, as a wise master -uilder I laid 
a foundation, and another -uilds on it. ?ut let each man -e 
careful how he -uilds on it. Uor no one can lay any other 
foundation than that which has -een laid, which is Yeshua the 
Messiah.b 

The foundation is Heshua the 1essiah, not a falli-le man li”e 
Peter. Ge see Peter2s frailty in faith when he denied that 1essiah 
should -e crucived and he recei“ed the stinging re-u”e from 
Heshua in 1atthew 6:53j, k?ut he turned and said to Peter, 
kMet -ehind me, JatanE Hou are a stum-ling -loc” to me, for 
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you are not setting your mind on the things of Mod, -ut on the 
things of men.b

Ge see the falli-ility of Peter again when he denied 1essiah in 
1atthew 3:5F9, kPeter remem-ered the word which Heshua had 
said to him, k?efore the rooster crows, you will deny me three 
times.b Then he went out and wept -itterly.b

Znce again, after the resurrection, we see Peter struggling with 
serious error and hypocrisy and was re-u”ed -y Paul in Mal 3566 
k?ut when Peter came to Antioch, I resisted him to his face, 
-ecause he stood condemned.b

Peter himself, in 6 Peter 656 only applies the title Apostle to 
himself, not Pope5 kPeter, an emissary of Heshua the 1essiahb.

Heshua is the foundation and cornerstone and the head of Lis 
congregation, not a falli-le, mortal man li”e Peter. Colossians 
6564 says kLe is the head of the -ody, the assem-ly, who is the 
-eginning, the vrst-orn from the dead, that in all things he 
might ha“e the preeminence.


