
Chapter Twelve

Chapter 12

  The chapter begins with a description of King Herod. 
This was Herod Agrippa, whose grandfather was King 
Herod the Great who had actually murdered his own 
sons, including Aristobulus the father of Herod Agrip-
pa when he was age three.

  What do you make of the dynasty of Herod the 
Great?

  What evect do you think that may ha’e had on 
Herod AgrippaCs ’alues?

  Lonsider that HerodCs bloodline was half Ee’ite and 
half Ddomite with no lineage to the line of King 
qa’id, a reIuirement to be a legitimate king in 1srael. 

  1n  ’erses  4-R,  we  see  King  Herod acting  in  a  ’ery 
self-ser’ing political way, appealing to his base and com-
mitting murder to ad’ance his standing among his con-
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stituents.

  1s there a parallel to politicians in our world today?

  1s there e’er anything ”new under the sun3?

  1n ’erse J, when King Herod saw that the murder of 
zacob ”pleased the zudeans, he proceeded to seiPe jeter 
also.3 

  What do you think was HerodCs purpose in holding 
jeter in 5ail?

  According to ’erse 6, what were the rest of the be-
lie’ers doing during this time?

  According to ’erse X, how securely was jeter being held 
in prison?

  Why do these details become important as the story 
proceeds?

  1n ’erse 8, as the angel of the Eord appears to jeter and 
wakes him up, he tells him to ”stand up Iuickly3, ”get 
dressed and put on your sandals3, ”put on your cloak 
and follow me3.

  As these e’ents were happening during jasso’er 



A BAUU1 DMAO17DN THD ALTN F9 THD AjFNTEDN 8x

week, do you think it triggered jeterCs recalling of the 
jasso’er instructions found in D2odus 4:;44 which 
states, ”This is how you shall eat it; with your belt on 
your waist, your sandals on your feet, and your stav 
in your hand0 and you shall eat it in haste; it is the 
EordCs jasso’er.3

  1s there a parallel here between the EordCs mighty 
acts of deli’erance of His people in the D2odus and 
jeterCs deli’erance here?

  1s God ”the same yesterday, today and fore’er3?

  1n ’erse 44, the te2t relates that jeter ”had come to 
himself3 after the e2perience.

  qo you think that if you had e2perienced such a 
miraculous escape with the help of an angel it might 
take you a few minutes to gather yourself and process 
what had 5ust happened?

  What was the reaction of the disciples like?

  1n ’erses 4“-4x, it is recorded that ”there was no small 
stir among the soldiers about what had become of je-
ter3.
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  Why do you suppose that the guards who were on 
duty ne2t to jeter and the ones on duty in front of 
the door would be concerned about his disappear-
ance?

  qo you think allowing a prisoner to escape with no 
e2planation would ha’e been tolerated in the Boman 
army?

  What happened to the guards?

  D’er the politician, King Herod Agrippa went to Lae-
sarea where he made a great festi’al to the Dmperor 
Llaudius.

  While there, en’oys from Tyre and Nidon had made 
friends with the KingCs personal aide, seeking peace. 
According to ’erse :E, what was their purpose in this 
outreach?

  1n ’erse :4, we see King Herod Agrippa, playing the 
role of the politician, dressed in royal clothing, sitting 
on the throne and making a speech.

  1n ’erse ::, what were the people claiming about his 
words? 
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  1n ’erse :J, what was GodCs response to his actions?

  1s there a lesson here for politicians today?

  What was the end result of all the turmoil as recorded in 
’erses :R-:6?

  Lan you see the so’ereignty of God working His 
purposes behind the scenes in this chapter?

  How can this help us take comfort when we e2peri-
ence trials and tribulations?


