
 CHAPTER 8
MAJOR FEASTS

Elohim’s Appointed Times

In Leviticus (Vayikra) 23, Elohim calls the feasts “my appointed times.” The feasts are 
Elohim’s way of reminding His people that He is Lord of the calendar, King of creation, 
Ruler over time, past, present, and future. He established special times to meet with us in 
a particular way to commemorate events in His dealings with man. When we celebrate 
the feasts in the way He ordained, we reinforce the relationship He established with us 
and honor His sovereignty over us. 

The timing of the feasts is important . . . Elohim is very specific on the dates we are to 
celebrate these events. The calendar used to calculate the dates, the Biblical calendar, is 
based on the lunar cycle (verses the solar cycle used in the Gregorian or “modern” 
calendar). Psalms (Tehillim) 104:19 says, “He made the moon for the seasons; the sun 
knows the place of its setting.” Since the calendar is based on the moon cycle, the arrival 
of the new moon is a crucial event. In ancient times, three witnesses were needed to 
confirm when the first sliver of the moon was visible. At that time, a fire was lit on the 
Mount of Olives to signal others watching to light fires on the surrounding hills until the 
message was spread throughout Israel that a new month had begun. Month – Hodesh  חדש
has another name in Hebrew and it is the same as moon - Yerah ירח, however, one can 
use either word to describe the word “month”. Thus, a new month is called “Rosh 
Hodesh,” head of the month.

Shabbat

Any discussion of the Biblical feasts or holidays should begin with 
Shabbat. It is first mentioned in the account of Creation, Genesis 
(B’resheet) 2:3.  It is the first Holiday to be mentioned in the 
chronological account of the appointed times in Leviticus (Vayikra) 23, 
and it is also first in importance. It is so important, that Elohim included it 
in the Ten Commandments, and set it apart as one of His “appointments,” 
not just once a year, as with other feasts, but once every week. Reading 
Scriptures that mention Shabbat will point out the methods of observance 

on this important appointment with YHVH. 

“YHVH said to Moses, ‘Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘These are my appointed 
feasts, the appointed feasts of YHVH, which you are to proclaim as sacred assemblies. There 
are six days when you may work, but the seventh day is a Shabbat of rest, a day of sacred 
assembly. You are not to do any work; wherever you live, it is a Shabbat to YHVH’” 
(Leviticus [Vayikra] 23:1-3).
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“Remember the Shabbat day by keeping it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your 
work, but the seventh day is a Shabbat to YHVH your Elohim. On it you shall not do any 
work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your 
animals, nor the alien within your gates. For in six days YHVH made the heavens and the 
earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but He rested on the seventh day. Therefore YHVH 
blessed the Shabbat day and made it holy” (Exodus [Sh’mot] 20:8-11).

“Shabbat” means rest. This is the central element of this feast, and one of the actions we 
must take to properly observe it. In His infinite wisdom, Elohim told us to take time to 
recharge ourselves physically, emotionally, and spiritually. Jewish tradition states that as 
Elohim presented the commandments, He told Moses: “I have a precious gift stored away 
in my treasures for you, and its name is Shabbat. I desire to give this gift to Israel. Go and 
inform them of it” (Talmud: Shab. 10b). We are so busy with our schedules, that it is hard 
to accept this gift by fitting in a time of rest. Elohim understands this . . . that left to our 
own devices, we would keep going and going until we burned out and were of no use to 
anyone. Elohim, who made us from the dust of the earth, knows that rest is necessary for 
us to function at our most creative, enthusiastic, healthy, and spiritually sound, peak. In 
the flesh, there is always “one more thing to do,” but when we give in to that pitfall of 
“busyness,” we fall for one of satan’s traps (a popular definition of this word is used as an 
acronym:  b.u.s.y. = being under satan’s yoke). Our forefathers recognized this when 
they said: “More than the Jews have preserved Shabbat, Shabbat has preserved the Jews.” 
This is one of Elohim’s blessings to His people that has allowed them to achieve 
excellence in countless fields of endeavor, despite persecution. Obeying the Shabbat laws 
has also kept the Jewish people a readily identifiable entity for Elohim’s use. 

Yeshua recognized the gift of Shabbat when He said, “The Shabbat was made for man, 
and not man for the Shabbat” (Mark 2:27).  In Matthew (Mattityahu) 22:37-40 Yeshua 
summarized the commandments as He quoted Deuteronomy (D’varim) 6:5 which is the 
continuation of the Sh’ma.

“Yeshua replied, ‘Love YHVH your Elohim with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: 
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 
commandments.” Matthew (Mattityahu) 22:37-40

The first three Commandments deal with our vertical relationship with Elohim, by 
obeying them it shows that we love Him with our whole being. The last six deal with our 
horizontal relationship with our fellow man. The fourth, which is the Shabbat 
commandment, is the hinge that binds our love for Elohim and man together. When we 
separate our common workdays from the Shabbat, we express our love and gratefulness 
to YHVH. We love our Heavenly Father and want to please Him by our gratitude and 
obedience. Honoring Shabbat acknowledges Him as the Creator of the universe: “And 
Elohim blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it He rested from all the 
work of creating He had done.” (Genesis [B’resheet] 2:3).
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The fourth commandment also allows us to express our love for others, since we are to let 
our sons, daughters, servants, and strangers join in our rest. We demonstrate weekly that 
we love them as we love ourselves. The Shabbat rest is for everyone. When Yeshua 
declared it was made for man, He used the word Ha’Adam that translates into the generic 
term for humanity, both Jew and Gentile alike. This idea is made clear in Isaiah 
(Yesha’yahu) 56:6-7:

“And foreigners who bind themselves to YHVH to serve him, to love the name of YHVH, 
and to worship him, all who keep the Shabbat without desecrating it and who hold fast to my 
covenant — these I will bring to my holy mountain and give them joy in my house of prayer. 
Their burnt offerings and sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house will be called 
a house of prayer for all nations.”

Another key element of Shabbat observance, taken from commandment four, states: 
"Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.” Exodus (Sh’mot) 20:8 implies that, of all 
the Ten Commandments, this is the one that is most likely to be ignored and/or forgotten. 
Its inclusion on Elohim’s “top ten” list, and the unique preface, preclude any right to 
ignore Shabbat if we are to obey the other nine commandments. Elohim realizes it would 
be easy for man to ignore this commandment, especially in today’s culture, since it is the 
only commandment with no threat of civil punishment or loss of reputation. In this sense, 
observing Shabbat can serve as a true test of obedience, motivated only by a desire to 
please Elohim in all things. 

In the B’rit Hadashah (New Covenant), the Ten Commandments are transformed into ten 
promises we are to believe and embrace when the Ruach HaKodesh speaks to our hearts. 
This can be understood when we look at the Hebrew translation. Words for a command 
such as “lo tinaf” — “don’t commit adultery,” can be interpreted as a future promise of 
“you won’t commit adultery.” In the same way, when Elohim’s law is written on our 
hearts, we won’t want to disobey them, since our new nature will want to please our 
Heavenly Father.

This doesn’t give us the liberty to disregard Elohim’s express statute . . . as believers in 
the Messiah, we have the same need to honor the clear distinction between the common 
week days and the Shabbat day set aside for rest. The only exception is that now this 
commandment is written on our hearts instead of tablets of stone. Shabbat observance is 
not legalism; we are not attempting to earn our salvation through Shabbat, but rather to 
show that because we are redeemed, we now have a desire to please Elohim by gratefully 
honoring what He has established. 

Another purpose of Shabbat serves as a sign:

“Then YHVH said to Moses, ‘Say to the Israelites, ‘You must observe my Shabbats. This 
will be a sign between Me and you for the generations to come, so you may know that I am 
YHVH, who makes you holy. Observe the Shabbat, for it is holy to you. Anyone who 
desecrates it must be put to death; whoever does any work on that day must be cut off from 
his people. For six days, work is to be done, but the seventh day is a Shabbat of rest, holy to 
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YHVH. Whoever does any work on the Shabbat day must be put to death. The Israelites are 
to observe the Shabbat, celebrating it for the generations to come as a lasting covenant. It will  
be a sign between Me and the Israelites forever, for in six days YHVH made the heavens 
and the earth, and on the seventh day he abstained from work and rested” (Exodus [Sh’mot] 
31:12-17).

 The Hebrew word “ot” for “sign” indicates a pledge or token of what is promised. 
Elohim gave us certain promises, and Shabbat is a visible token of His commitment to 
keep His promises. This is a picture of ancient treaties between a king and a lesser nation. 
The king would have his sign engraved in the middle of the treaty as a guarantee he 
would keep his part of the covenant. Elohim had already made agreements with Abraham 
and his descendant’s years before. Now, in Exodus (Sh’mot), in the midst of a legal 
document, Elohim reminds His people that He intends to remain their Elohim, and has 
called them to be set apart from the nations. It is His doing and for His purposes. 
Leviticus (Vayikra) 26 mentions keeping Shabbat in connection with blessings to come 
from obedience, and curses for disobedience:

“Observe My Shabbat and have reverence for My sanctuary. I am YHVH. If you follow My 
decrees and are careful to obey My commands, I will send you rain in its season, and the 
ground will yield its crops and the trees of the field their fruit” (Leviticus [Vayikra] 26:2-4).

“If in spite of this you still do not listen to Me but continue to be hostile toward Me, then in 
My anger I will be hostile toward you, and I myself will punish you for your sins seven times 
over” (Leviticus [Vayikra] 26:27-28).

He spoke through Isaiah (Yesha’yahu), promising joy and calling Shabbat a delight:

“If you keep your feet from breaking the Shabbat and from doing as you please on My holy 
day, if you call the Shabbat a delight and YHVH’s day honorable, and if you honor it by not 
going your own way and not doing as you please or speaking idle words, then you will find 
your joy in YHVH, and I will cause you to ride on the heights of the land and to feast on the 
inheritance of your father Jacob (Ya’akov).” The mouth of YHVH has spoken” (Isaiah 
[Yesha’yahu] 58:13-14).

For all believers, Shabbat is a picture of how Elohim has blessed us; it should be a joy 
and delight for us. He also connects it with His deliverance:

“Remember that you were slaves in Egypt and that YHVH your Elohim brought you out of 
there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. Therefore, YHVH your Elohim has 
commanded you to observe the Shabbat day” (Deuteronomy [D’varim] 5:15).

Just as the nation of Israel was redeemed from bondage in Egypt where they had no rest, 
we as believers are redeemed from bondage to sin.

“I am YHVH your Elohim, who brought you out of Egypt so that you would no longer be 
slaves to the Egyptians; I broke the bars of your yoke and enabled you to walk with heads 
held high” (Leviticus [Vayikra] 26:13).

CHAPTER 8 - Major Feasts
Bet Shalom Messianic Congregation – Fresno, California

4



Yeshua set us free from slave labor . . . He is Lord of the Shabbat, and it is through Him 
that we find our rest. “For the son of Man is Lord (Adonai)of the Shabbat” (Matthew 
[Mattityahu] 12:8).

Shabbat is a picture of our life as believers in Messiah:

“So there remains a Shabbat-keeping for Elohim’s people. For the one who has entered 
Elohim’s rest has also rested from his own works, as Elohim did from His” (Hebrews 4:9-
10).

Just as the redeemed Israelites wanted to return to Egypt, our fleshly desire to be 
constantly “doing” urges us to set aside the Shabbat rest for worldly behavior. We are 
called to faith in trusting Elohim that six days of labor each week is sufficient to 
accomplish what needs to be done. We need a weekly reminder of this. We assemble that 
day to thank Him for the rest He has given us from the world and it’s sin. The early 
believers in Yeshua understood this, and continued to honor Shabbat:

“Then they went home and prepared spices and perfumes. But they rested on the Shabbat in 
obedience to the commandment” (Luke 23:56).

Worshipping Him on Shabbat lets our minds, hearts, and spirits be refreshed and renewed 
from a week of worldly turmoil. How do we honor Elohim’s command by keeping 
Shabbat holy? Are we free to interpret our own meaning of holiness? There is no specific 
list in Scripture covering all the “do’s” and “don’ts” for this special day. The Jewish 
sages and rabbis developed a long list of restrictions and Shabbat regulations to handle 
every imaginable situation. Their goal was to erect such a hedge around the Shabbat 
commandment, that no violation of holiness could ever occur. They understood, from 
warnings in Scripture, how failure to honor Elohim on this day resulted in devastation. 
The prophets have said that Shabbat-keeping was an indication of Israel’s spiritual 
condition. 

“Yet the people of Israel rebelled against Me in the desert. They did not follow My decrees 
but rejected My laws — although the man who obeys them will live by them-and they utterly 
desecrated My Shabbats. So I said I would pour out My wrath on them and destroy them in 
the desert” (Ezekiel [Yehezkel] 20:13).

“But if you do not obey Me to keep the Shabbat day holy by not carrying any load as you 
come through the gates of Jerusalem on the Shabbat day, then I will kindle an unquenchable 
fire in the gates of Jerusalem that will consume her fortresses” (Jeremiah [Yirmeyahu] 
17:27).

Some went too far in their interpretations, for example, in modern times, the prohibition 
to push elevator buttons to make it start and stop, therefore, in many hotels in Israel, 
Shabbat elevators automatically stop at all floors. Other man-made restrictions put more 
of a burden than a blessing on keeping the Shabbat, losing sight of the blessing of joy and 
delight. Going to the opposite extreme, in the name of liberty, can be equally 
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unproductive. “Resting” does not necessarily mean enjoying our favorite sport or 
entertainment. Remember Isaiah’s words:

“If you keep your feet from breaking the Shabbat and from doing as you please on My holy 
day, if you call the Shabbat a delight and YHVH’s holy day honorable, and if you honor it by 
not going your own way and not doing as you please or speaking idle words, then you will 
find your joy in YHVH, and I will cause you to ride on the heights of the land and to feast on 
the inheritance of your father Jacob (Ya’akov).” The mouth of YHVH has spoken” (Isaiah 
[Yeshayahu] 58:13)

When we struggle with what is and isn’t proper and holy, we need to ask the Ruach 
HaKodesh to show us how to maintain balance. Genuine needs for health and well-being 
overrule restrictions to not lift a finger to help others. This is well illustrated when 
Yeshua healed on the Shabbat. 

“Then Yeshua asked them, ‘Which is lawful on the Shabbat: to do good or to do evil, to save 
life or to kill?’” (Mark 3:4)

“ . . . Therefore it is lawful to do good on the Shabbat” (Matthew [Mattityahu] 12:12).

There are many personal ways to honor Shabbat in our homes. Knowing the traditional 
elements and their symbolism can help us decide which to incorporate in our home life. 
The first step is preparation. This idea is so important that Friday became known as 
“preparation day.”

“It was Preparation Day, and the Shabbat was about to begin” (Luke 23:54).

The Shabbat officially begins at dusk, and traditionally is ushered in by lighting at least 
two candles. By rabbinical interpretation, this should take place eighteen minutes before 
sunset, so the “work” of kindling a fire will not actually have been done on Shabbat. 
It is the woman who lights the candles, as a reminder that Eve (Havah), the first woman, 
extinguished the light of eternal life by disobeying Elohim. However, believers can 
remember that Elohim chose another woman, Miriam (Mary), to give birth to the “light 
of the world,” Yeshua. Candles remind us of ancient days when lamps were lit in the 
house to provide light in the evening. On Friday nights, the lamps were lit before 
sundown and left burning. Often, the house would have only two rooms, thus a light for 
each. Our two candles also symbolize the two injunctions for Shabbat: “remember” and 
“observe.” We can also use them to remind us to thank Elohim for creation and 
redemption. They are also a picture of the two-fold nature of Elohim’s promise to 
Abraham (Avraham):

“ . . . I will bless you . . . and you will be a blessing to many others” (Genesis [B’resheet] 
12:2).

CHAPTER 8 - Major Feasts
Bet Shalom Messianic Congregation – Fresno, California

6



Lighting the Shabbat Candles:
(The Hebrew transliteration is the traditional Blessing, while the English portion is the Messianic version of the Blessing)

Baruch ata Adonai Eloheinu, Melech ha’olam, 
asher kideshanu b’mitzvotav v’tzivanu, 
l’hadlik ner shel Shabbat. 

 

Blessed are You, O Lord our Elohim, King of the universe, 
who has sanctified us in Your Word, given us our Messiah Yeshua, 
and commanded us to be a light to the world. Amen 

 
After candle lighting, comes the “Kiddush,” the cup of sanctification. Wine or grape juice 
can be used. The man of the house usually says the blessing, takes a sip, and then passes 
the cup to all the family members. This symbolizes spreading the joy of Shabbat, since 
the fruit of the vine has been associated with joy and life in Judaism. For believers, it is a 
weekly reminder of the shed blood of Yeshua for our redemption.

Kiddush – The Blessing for the Cup: 

Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu melech ha olam, 
borei p’ri ha-gefen. 

 

Blessed are You, O Lord our Elohim, King of the Universe, 
Creator of the Fruit of the vine. Amen

 
The “Ha’Motzi,” blessing the Challah (bread) follows the Kiddush. Challah is often 
baked in two braided loaves. When Elohim provided manna for the Children of Israel, He 
sent a double portion on Friday, and none on Shabbat, so they would not gather on 
Shabbat. We also remember that Yeshua was born in the town called “Bet Lehem,” 
“house of bread,” and that He explained to us:

“I am the bread of life. Your forefathers ate the manna in the desert, yet they died. But here is 
the bread that comes down from heaven, which a man may eat and not die” (John [Yochanan] 
6:48-50).

The Challah is usually covered with a white cloth, a symbol of the dew on the ground 
when the Israelites woke each morning. Elohim’s love is fresh to us each day, just as the 
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dew. The Challah is traditionally passed around whole, with each person breaking off 
their own piece. As the Shabbat table represents YHVH’s altar, it is forbidden in the 
Torah to use knife (iron) on YHVH’s altar.

“And there you shall build an altar to YHVH your Elohim, an altar of stones; you shall 
not use an iron tool on them.” (Deuteronomy [D’varim] 27:5)

Also, in Judaism, it is the eternal hope for peace, and a knife, representing an instrument 
of war, is not used on the Challah. This is a reminder of the future promise of Isaiah 
(Yesha’yahu)

“They will beat their swords into ploughshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation 
will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore” (Isaiah 
[Yesha’yahu] 2:4).

When we each break off our own piece, we remember that our “daily bread” does not 
come from man, but from Elohim alone to each one of us.

HaMotzi – The Blessing for the Bread: 

Baruch atah Adonai, eloheinu melech ha olam, 
ha-motzi lechem min-ha-aretz. 

 

Blessed are You, O Lord our Elohim, King of the Universe, 
Who brings forth bread from the earth. Amen

 
Havdalah

“That you may distinguish between holy and common, and between unclean and clean”.
(Leviticus [Vayikra] 10:10)

According to tradition, the Shabbat officially ends when three stars become visible in the 
evening sky. This can be a family activity, enjoyed in anticipation of the closing 
ceremony of Shabbat, “Havdalah.” Havdalah means “separation,” and officially begins 
the new week. Just as the holiness of Shabbat is ushered into the home with a ceremony, 
so it should have an official closing, as a distinction between what is holy and what is 
worldly. The blessings and Scriptures read at this time extend this idea of separation of 
light from dark.

Havdalah uses the elements of wine and candles, but in a different form than Shabbat. 
When the wine is poured, it is allowed to overflow the cup, a symbol of Elohim’s 
overflowing blessing to us. It also shows the fullness and completion of our week, and 
the hope that the week to come would also overflow with blessings. Wine was often 
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costly in ancient Israel, so a house where it flowed like water was regarded as truly 
blessed. As believers, this is a reminder of Messiah’s blood poured out for us.

Another element that is used in the Havdalah ceremony is a box of fragrant spices, or 
“besamim” that is passed around for each person to smell. This ritual began around the 
second century BC to compensate for the sadness of Shabbat’s departure. The sweet 
fragrance of the spices would leave a lasting aroma of Shabbat in the often harsh week to 
follow. Today, besamim is a reminder of the incense burned when the high priest 
ministered in Temple times, and of the One High Priest ministering for us in heaven 
today. When incense was burned in the holy of holies, it was a symbol of our prayers 
being a fragrant aroma as they ascended to Elohim. 

The candle used for Havdalah is braided with three strands. As believers, we light the 
candle, which provides more light than an ordinary candle, to remember the light of 
Messiah that blots out the darkness of sin, and as a reminder of the Triune nature of 
Elohim. 

To close the Havdalah ceremony, the candle is extinguished in the wine. 
As the Shabbat was opened at dusk with greetings of “Shabbat shalom!” now we close 
with “Shavuah Tov Um’vorach!” — “May the week ahead be good and blessed!”

The Spring Feasts
Pesach (Passover) and The Feast of The Unleavened Bread

Passover is the first of the spring holidays and is celebrated on the 
14th day of Nisan. Exodus (Sh’mot) 12:1-2 states, “Adonai spoke to 
Moshe and Aharon in the land of Egypt; He said, ‘You are to begin 
your calendar with this month; it will be the first month of the year 
for you.”

Leviticus (Vayikra) 23 describes eight “appointed times” of Adonai. 
The feasts divide naturally into two groups. In the first group, all 

related to Pesach (Passover), are the Pesach sacrifice, the Feast of The Unleavened Bread, 
the Feast of First Fruits and Shavout. In the second group, all observed during Tishri, the 
seventh month, we celebrate the Feast of Trumpets (Yom Teruah/Rosh HaShanah), the 
Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur), and the Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkot).1

The word Passover, or Pesach in Hebrew, means to “pass” or to “skip over.”

In the Biblical calendar, Nisan is the first month of the year, not Rosh Hashanah, 
celebrated in Tishri. 

1 Glaser, Mitch and Zhava. The Fall Feasts of Israel. Chicago: Moody Press, 1987.
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Why then is Rosh Hashanah, and not Pesach, commonly known as the Head of the Year? 
It is traditionally believed that the world was created that day and this is the time of 
Adam’s birthday (Talmud, Rosh Hashanah 11a).

There are four New Years:

• Nisan 1: The first month of the year, reminding us of the exodus from Egypt. It is 
also known as Rosh Hashanah, the new year of the kings. This is the first month 
to determine the number of years of a king’s reign.

• Elul 1: Tithing of animals
• Sh’vat 15: For the trees
• Tishri 1: New Year for years

Pesach lasts one day and is considered an extra Shabbat day. Pesach precedes the Feast of 
The Unleavened Bread that lasts for seven days.

Jewish holidays always begin at sunset (Genesis [B’resheet] 1:5 . . . so there was evening, 
and there was morning, one day). This is a feast for every generation (Exodus [Sh’mot] 
12:14). Passover, the 14th day of Nisan, is a high Shabbat, called a “shabbaton.” It also 
begins the Feast of The Unleavened Bread (Exodus [Sh’mot] 12:16). Foreigners are not 
allowed to eat the Pesach lamb unless they are circumcised (Exodus [Sh’mot] 12:43-51).

Historical Background

How to celebrate
“On the 10th day of Nisan, you must take a lamb or kid (baby goat) for each household 
(Exodus [Sh’mot] 12:3-5).”

• If the household is too small, then they are to share it with their neighbor.
• The lamb or kid (baby goat) must be a one year-old male.
• The animal must be without defect or blemish.

“On the 14th day of Nisan, the entire assembly of the community of Israel will slaughter it 
at dusk (Exodus [Sh’mot] 12:16-10).”

• Take some of the blood and smear it on the top and sides of the entrance to the 
house.

• They are to eat the meat roasted in fire with matzah (unleavened bread) and maror 
(bitter herbs).

• The goat or lamb must be roasted and not eaten raw.
• You must roast the entire animal (head, lower part of the legs, and inner organs).
• Any part of the lamb that remains must be completely burnt.

“Here is how to eat it . . . (Exodus [Sh’mot] 12:11)”

CHAPTER 8 - Major Feasts
Bet Shalom Messianic Congregation – Fresno, California

10



• Belt fastened 
• Shoes on your feet
• Staff in your hand
• Eat it in haste

What was to happen that night
“For that night, I will pass through the land of Egypt . . . (Exodus [Sh’mot] 12:12-14)

• All the first-born males and the livestock of all the houses that did not have the 
blood on their doorposts would die

• Elohim executed judgment on the people and the elohims of Egypt.
• The blood was a sign.
• We are to celebrate Pesach as an everlasting ordinance for every generation.

The Feast of The Unleavened Bread

“For seven days you are to eat matzah (Exodus [Sh’mot] 12:15-20)

• Remove all leaven from your house
• If you eat leaven, you will be cut off from Israel.
• The 1st and 7th days are to have an assembly, and are Shabbat days (except to 

prepare the food).
• This is the day that Adonai brought us out of Egypt.
• No one is to eat anything with leaven in it, even the foreigner among you.
• Observe this day from generation to generation.

The actual event:
“Then Moshe called for all the leaders of Israel and said, ‘Select and take lambs for your 
families and slaughter the Pesach lamb . . . (Exodus [Sh’mot] 12:21-28)’”

• Dip the blood and put it on the doorframes of your home. 
• After this is accomplished, you are not to go out the door of 

the house until morning.
• Adonai will pass through and kill the first-born in the land of 

Egypt, but when He sees the blood, Adonai will pass over the 
door and not allow the Slaughterer to enter the house. 

• You are to observe this law, you and your descendants 
forever.

• You are to teach it to your children.
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The consequences of disobedience:
“At midnight, Adonai killed all the firstborn in the land of Egypt . . .(Exodus [Sh’mot] 
12:29-31)”

• The firstborn of Pharaoh was killed.
• The firstborn of the prisoner in the dungeon.
• The firstborn of all the livestock.
• Without the covering of blood, death entered the house.

Make haste and leave:
“He (Pharaoh) summoned Moshe and Aharon by night and said ‘Get up and leave my 
people, both you and the people of Israel; and go . . . (Exodus [Sh’mot] 12:31-42)”

• The Egyptians wanted the Israelites to leave quickly, because they feared they 
would be dead.

• The Israelites took their dough before it had become leavened.
• The Egyptians gave the Israelites silver, gold, jewelry, and clothing.
• The people left at night.

A command from Adonai
“Adonai said to Moshe and Aharon, ‘This is the regulation for the Pesach lamb . . . 
(Exodus [Sh’mot] 12:43-50)’”

• No foreigner is to eat it.
• You must be circumcised.
• You are not to take the meat outside the house.
• You are not to break any of its bones.

Traditional Celebration of Pesach (Passover)

Because of its historical meaning for the Jewish people, the celebration of Pesach is 
perhaps the most elaborate feast. The season starts by an extensive cleaning of the home, 
to remove anything with leaven in it.

The search for leaven is called bedikat hametz, which is conducted by the head of the 
household (usually male), in which he symbolically searches for every last bit of leaven 
in every room of the house.

It is customary to proceed through the house by candlelight, searching for leaven. When 
it is found, a feather is used to brush the crumbs into a wooden spoon. After all the rooms 
have been examined, then the spoon, feather and crumbs are wrapped together and 
burned the following morning. Matzah will be the only thing remaining after the search.
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Matzah was used in the sacrificial system of the Temple. Offerings had to be absolutely 
pure, and anything leavened (chametz) was considered impure, because it had fermented, 
or soured. (The word chametz literally means “sour.”). Matzah (unleavened bread), on 
the other hand, was a symbol of purity. 

“Get rid of the old hametz (leaven), so that you can be a new batch of dough, because in 
reality you are unleavened. For our Pesach lamb, the Messiah has been sacrificed. So let 
us celebrate the Seder not with leftover hametz, the hametz of wickedness and evil, but 
with the matzah of purity and truth.” I Corinthians 5:7-8)

In the evening, the family will hold a Seder, “order of service.” A meal is prepared with 
ritual food based on Exodus (Sh’mot) 12 (lamb, matzah, and bitter herbs). Rabbis later 
added numerous other elements, including green vegetables, a roasted egg, haroset 
(apple/nut mix) and cups of wine.2

The rabbis also added the matzah tash. The matzah is placed in a special pouch 
containing three separate sections. One piece of matzah is placed in each of the sections. 
Rabbinic commentaries hypothesize that the matzah represents unity. In the Messiah the 
three pieces of the matzah represent the tri-unity.
The Seder is conducted with the re-telling of the Pesach (Passover) story. A Haggadah, or 
storybook, is used. The Haggadah was introduced by the members of the Sanhedrin – the 
Great Assembly – almost 2,500 years ago in order to comply with Exodus (Sh’mot) 13:8: 
“And you shall instruct your son on that day . . .” The Haggadah is basically a book of 
instruction, particularly for the young.3

Preparing for the Pesach Seder 
How does one perform a Seder? The following is a list of items you will need:

• A pair of candles
• A Haggadah for all participants
• A Seder plate with: a roasted egg, a roasted lamb bone, a small bowl of salt water, 

karpas (usually parsley), bitter herbs (usually horseradish), and charoset 
(apple/nut mixture)

• Matzah
• Wine or grape juice
• Cup for Elijah
• Pillow for leader’s chair
• Bowl of water and towel for hand washing
• A special dinner

There are many rich customs in the Jewish heritage that provide a great opportunity for 
“show and tell.” This is one such event. Parents are commanded to “teach your sons and 

2 Kasdan, Barney. Elohim’s Appointed Times. United States: Lederer Messianic Publications, 1993.
3 Kolatch, Alfred J. The Jewish Book of Why. Middle Village, NY: Jonathan David Publisher, Inc., 1981.
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daughters;” therefore, by the re-telling of the story in conjunction with the ritual foods, 
children will learn and enjoy this symbolic time. 

The meaning of the Seder plate
There are several items on the Seder plate. The following are the traditional and the 
Messianic meaning behind each item:

• Lamb shank bone:
Traditional: The shank bone (“zeroa” in Hebrew) is a reminder of “the mighty 
arm” of Elohim, as the Bible describes it, which encouraged Pharaoh to release 
the children of Israel from bondage. It is also symbolic of the Pesach lamb offered 
as the Passover sacrifice in Temple days. 

Messianic: The shank bone reminds us of the sacrificial lamb. The lamb reminds 
us of the way of redemption and the blood of the sacrifice Yeshua fulfilled.

• Matzah:
Traditional: The middle of the three matzahs is broken, then hidden to be found 
later during the service. The hidden matzah is called the “afikomen,” a Greek 
word meaning “that which comes last.” On Pesach, since the bread is not to be 
eaten, two matzahs are baked instead. A third matzah is added as a reminder of 
the joyous nature of this holiday of freedom. Some authorities interpret the use of 
the three matzahs as representing the three groups in Jewish religious life: priests, 
Levites, and Israelites.4

Messianic: We believe the three matzahs represent the tri-unity of Elohim — the 
Father, Son and Ruach HaKodesh (Holy Spirit). The afikomen represents Yeshua, 
who was broken for our sins, wrapped in a white burial cloth, placed in a tomb 
(hidden), and then rose from the dead (was found again).

• Maror (Bitter Herbs):
Traditional: Maror symbolizes the Israelites’ bitter lot during their enslavement 
in Egypt.

Messianic: We believe the bitter herbs also symbolize the 
bondage and burdens we experience while living in the 
world before we accepted Yeshua into our life.

• Karpas and salt water:
Traditional: The custom of serving karpas dates back to 
Jerusalem in the first and second centuries, when it was 
common to begin a formal meal by passing vegetables as 
hors d’oeuvres. The vegetable was dipped in salt water 

4 Kolatch, Alfred J. The Jewish Book of Why. Middle Village, NY: Jonathan David Publisher, Inc., 1981.
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before eating.5 The salt water is also used to symbolize the tears the Israelites shed 
while in slavery. The karpas also represents the Israelites going into the Red Sea 
and coming out on the other side. Then Egyptians followed the Israelites into the 
Sea and are swallowed as we eat the karpas.

Messianic: Agrees with the traditional.

• Roasted egg:
Traditional: The egg is symbolic of the regular festival sacrifice brought in the 
days the Temple stood in Jerusalem. Some authorities have interpreted the roasted 
egg as a symbol of mourning for the loss of the two Temples that once stood in 
Jerusalem. With the Temple destroyed, sacrifices could no longer be offered. The 
egg symbolized this loss, and has traditionally become the food of mourners.6

 
Messianic: We agree with the interpretation of the traditional. However the 
possibility exists that it came from the Babylonian custom of celebrating the 
beginning of spring and new birth as part of worship to the goddess Ishtar.

• Charoset:
Traditional: Charoset is symbolic of the mortar the Children of Israel were 
required to make for their Egyptian taskmaster during their enslavement in Egypt. 
Aside from the token amount placed on the Seder tray, a small amount is served 
together with the bitter herbs (maror) to reduce the bitter taste of the horseradish.7

Messianic: To the believer, the charoset reminds us that even the worst of 
circumstances can be sweetened when we have the hope of Messiah in our lives.

The Seder Service

1.   We light the candles, using the following blessing:

Baruch ata Adonai, Eloheinu, Melech ha’olam, 
asher kideshanu b’mitzvotav v’tzivanu, 
l’hadlik ner shel Hag. Amen 

Blessed are You, O Adonai our Elohim, King of the universe, 
who has sanctified us in Your Word, given us our Messiah Yeshua, 
and commanded us to be a light to the world. Amen 

2.   The four cups of wine: symbolizes the words spoken to Moshe:
5 Kolatch, Alfred J. The Jewish Book of Why. Middle Village, NY: Jonathan David Publisher, Inc., 1981.
6 Ibid.
7 Ibid. 
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• I will bring you out of Egypt
• I will deliver you from bondage
• I will redeem you with an outstretched hand
• I will take you to Me for a people

The cup of sanctification: The first cup of wine that starts the Seder. We are to 
sanctify this service and dedicate it to YHVH.

The cup of plagues: The second cup – we dip our finger in the cup of wine, and then 
touch the plate, to commemorate each plague. 

The cup of redemption (salvation): This cup symbolizes the spiritual redemption 
found in Messiah’s sacrifice.

The cup of praise: Elohim’s acceptance of His people.

3. The cup of sanctification

Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech ha olam,
Borei p’ri ha-gafen. Amen

    
Blessed are You, O Adonai our Elohim, King of the Universe, 
Creator of the fruit of the vine. Amen

4. We wash our hands.

5. We eat the karpas.

6. We ask the Four Questions:

1. On all other nights, we eat either leavened bread or (matzah) 
unleavened; on this night why only unleavened bread?

2. On all other nights we eat herbs of any kind; on this night why only 
bitter herbs?

3. On all other nights we do not dip our herbs even once; on this night 
why do we dip them twice?

4. On all other nights we eat our meals in any manner; on this night why 
do we sit around the table together in a reclining position?

The Four Questions asked at the Seder are mentioned in the Talmud (Mishna 
Pesachim 10:4). Originally, the fourth question did not ask, “Why do we recline 
tonight?” The fourth question read, “On all other nights, we eat meat which has been 
roasted, stewed, or boiled, but on this night we eat only roasted meat.” After the 
Temple was destroyed (70 AD) and the sacrificial system abandoned, the question 
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about reclining was substituted. The new question symbolized freedom, the motif of 
the Passover Seder.8     

Typically, the youngest child in the family asks these questions. The questions could 
be viewed as being ranked from the most simple to the most difficult. The first two 
questions relate to bondage (matzah and maror), and the last two relate to freedom 
(dipping foods and reclining). The questions are answered by the Pesach story.

7. We answer the Four Questions:

Question 1 deals with the matzah. Matzah is flat bread with perforations in it. The 
perforations allow the air to escape, reducing the chance of fermentation. These tiny 
holes also prevent the dough from rising while baking. When it is finished baking, the 
matzah has a “striped” look. The middle matzah, or the afikomen, is broken and 
hidden, waiting to be found at the conclusion of the Seder. We view the matzah as a 
figurative example of Isaiah (Yeshayahu) 53:

“In fact, it was our diseases He bore, our pains from which He suffered yet we regarded 
Him as punished, stricken and afflicted by Elohim. But He was wounded for our 
transgressions. He was bruised for our iniquities, the chastisement of our peace was upon 
Him, and by His stripes we are healed.”

The matzah is striped and brown. 

“And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the 
spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon Me whom they have 
pierced, and they shall mourn Him as one mourns for His only Son . . . (Zechariah 
[Z’kharyah] 12:10)”

With the perforations in the matzah, it gives the appearance of being pierced. Just like 
the afikomen, Yeshua was broken in death, but returned to ascend into heaven.

Question 2 deals with bitter herbs. This reminds us of the bitterness of slavery.

Question 3 deals with dipping vegetables. The charoset reminds us of the mortar 
and clay used to make bricks. By dipping the maror and the charoset, we remember 
that even the most bitter situations can be sweetened by Elohim.
      
Question 4 deals with why we recline. Reclining, in ancient times, was a symbol of 
a free man. The ancient Israelites were finally free from the bondage of slavery and 
oppression. When we receive Yeshua’s salvation, we are free from our old life and 
transformed into a new creature.   

8. The story of Pesach (Passover)

8 Kolatch, Alfred J. The Jewish Book of Why. Middle Village, NY: Jonathan David Publisher, Inc., 1981.

CHAPTER 8 - Major Feasts
Bet Shalom Messianic Congregation – Fresno, California

17



The story of Pesach (Passover) is one of redemption and freedom, meant to instill 
faith in our children and ourselves.

9. The cup of plagues

Religion, in ancient Egypt, was characterized by a complex polytheism, as a wide 
variety of local deities and the people worshiped nature Elohims. Man Elohims were 
associated with fertility and agriculture, and the protection of virtually every aspect of 
life was ascribed to some deity. The ten plagues were direct challengers to the 
worship of Egyptian deities who were thought to protect Egyptian life and property. 
In this way, the supremacy of Adonai, the Elohim of Israel, was vividly 
demonstrated.9

The plagues occurred within a period of approximately nine months. The following 
chart indicates the plague and the possible Egyptian deity it was directed against.10

Plague Reference Egyptian Deity
Nile turned to blood Exodus (Sh’mot) 7:14-25 Khnum: guardian of the Nile 

Hapi: spirit of the Nile
Osiris: Nile’s bloodstream

Frogs Exodus (Sh’mot) 8:1-15 Heqt: frog; god of resurrection
Gnats or Lice Exodus (Sh’mot) 8:16-19 Egyptian god of the earth
Flies Exodus (Sh’mot) 8:20-32 Ekron: god of flies
Plague on cattle Exodus (Sh’mot) 9:1-7 Hathor: mother-goddess; form of cow

Apis: Ptah’s bull; symbol of fertility
Mnevis: sacred bull of Heliopolis

Boils Exodus (Sh’mot) 9:8-12 Imhotep: god of medicine
Hail Exodus (Sh’mot) 9:13-35 Nut: sky goddess

Isis: goddess of life
Seth: protector of crops

Locusts Exodus (Sh’mot) 10:1-20 Isis: goddess of life
Seth: protector of crops

Darkness Exodus (Sh’mot) 10:21-29 Re, Aten, Atum, Horas: all sun gods
Death of firstborn Exodus (Sh’mot) 11:1-12:36 The deity of Pharaoh: Osiris, giver of life

10. The Passover (Pesach) lamb

Certain attitudes and symbols seem to maintain their meaning through tradition. 
Perhaps one of the most pervasive themes is the value placed on blood and blood 
sacrifice. Most rituals involve killing animals and splashing, spattering, and daubing 
blood. Blood is a vital substance in Israelite religious life, holding a critical place in 
narrative and performative aspects of tradition. Sacrifice is the central feature of 
Israelite religious life, a means of mediating the relationship between Elohim and 
humans by offering something of value.11

9 Nelsons Complete Book of Bible Maps and Charts. Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1982.
10 Walton, John H. Chronological and Background Charts of the Old Testament. Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan Publishing House, 1978.
11 Niditch, Susan.  Ancient Israelite Religion. New York: Oxford University Press, 1997.
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Elohim commanded Israel to take a lamb on the tenth day of Nisan and set it aside 
until the fourteenth day (Exodus [Sh’mot] 12:3, 6). Yeshua fulfilled these four days 
during the Passover week. He entered Jerusalem and went to the temple, the house of 
Elohim, and went on public display there for four days from Nisan 10 to Nisan 14 
(Matthew [Mattityahu] 21:1, 9-12, 17-18, 23, 24:1, 3, 26:1-5).

The lamb was to be without blemish (Exodus [Sh’mot] 12:5). Yeshua was the 
Lamb of Elohim, and as such, was spotless, without blemish, without sin (hametz or 
leaven). During the final week of His life, Yeshua was examined by many, including 
these individuals:

• The chief priests
• Pilate
• Herod
• Hananiah (Annas), the High Priest
• Kefa (Caiaphas), the High Priest
• Y’huda K’riot(Judas Iscariot)
• The Centurion
• The repentant thief

A Passover lamb was to be killed “between the evenings” (Exodus [Sh’mot] 12:6).
The Biblical day lasts from evening to evening, from sundown to sundown, which is 
roughly 6:00 PM to 6:00 PM. The day is divided into two 12-hour periods. The 
evening runs from 6:00 PM to 6:00 AM. From 6:00 AM to 6:00 PM is the daylight 
portion of the day. From noon to 6:00 PM is the evening section of the day. The 
phrase “between the evenings” refers to the period of the day that lasts from 3 PM to 
6:00 PM. Three PM is the ninth hour of the day, counting from 6:00 AM. This is the 
time Yeshua died, during the ninth hour of the day.

11. Dayenu

Dayenu means, “It would have been sufficient;” a traditional song sung at Passover.

The Afikomen — The afikomen is found and “ransomed” back by the head of the 
table. Everyone at the table then shares the afikomen.

12. The Cup of Redemption

This is the third cup of the Seder. This cup symbolizes the blood of the Passover 
Lamb. Yeshua celebrated the Passover Seder before his death. This cup now 
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symbolizes the Blood of the Lamb, and gives salvation to all who confess and 
believe.

At this time, the door is opened to welcome the Prophet Elijah. John the Baptizer 
fulfilled Elijah’s role in announcing the coming of Messiah. Yeshua recognized John 
when he said, “And if you are willing to accept it, he is the Elijah who was to come” 
(Matthew [Mattityahu] 11:14).

13. The Cup of Praise

This is the last cup of the Seder. The Hallel Psalms are recited with this cup.

14. The ending blessing

 Lashanah haba’ah B’Yerushalayim – Next year in Jerusalem!

The Feast of Firstfruits 

Leviticus (Vayikra) 23 provides a list of all seven festivals Elohim 
gave to the children of Israel to observe. Verses 1 and 2 introduce 
these holidays by calling them the feasts of Adonai:

“And Adonai spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to the children of 
Israel, and say to them: ‘The feasts of Adonai, which you shall 
proclaim to be holy convocations, these are my feasts.’”

Two key terms emerge from these verses: feasts and holy convocations. The first word 
derives from the Hebrew word “moed,” “appointed time.” The second term derives from 
the Hebrew word “mikra kodesh,” “a set apart, holy gathering” of people. Mikra derives 
from the Hebrew root “kara,” meaning, “to call” and “kodesh” derived from the Hebrew 
root, “kadesh.” Therefore it has been translated into a holy gathering or holy convocation. 
Joining these two concepts, we learn that each festival is an appointed time when Elohim 
gathers His people to meet with them.

The Counting of the Omer
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The Counting of the Omer begins a 50-day period, culminating in the festival of Shavuot. 
This season begins on the day an Omer of barley was waved12 in the Temple as a 
“firstfruits” offering. The Biblical command is taken from Leviticus (Vayikra) 23:9-15:

“Adonai said to Moses, ‘Tell the people of Israel, ‘After you enter the land I am giving you 
and harvest its ripe crops, you are to bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest to the 
priest. He is to wave the sheaf before Adonai, so that you will be accepted; the priest is to 
wave it on the day after the Shabbat. On the day that you wave the sheaf, you are to offer a 
male lamb without defect, in its first year, as a burnt offering for Adonai. Its grain offering is 
to be one gallon of fine flour mixed with olive oil, an offering made by fire to Adonai as a 
fragrant aroma; its drink offering is to be of wine, one quart. You are not to eat bread, dried 
grain or fresh grain until the day you bring the offering for your Elohim; this is a permanent 
regulation through all your generations, no matter where you live. From the day after the day 
of rest — that is, from the day you bring the sheaf for waving — you are to count seven full 
weeks.  Count fifty days to the day after the seventh Shabbat; then you shall offer a new grain 
offering to the Adonai.”

From this passage in Leviticus (Vayikra), we can draw a number of conclusions. Verse 
10 states, “after you enter the land . . . and harvest its ripe crops.” This indicates this 
festival occurs at a specific harvest time. The Land of Israel produces at least three 
harvest seasons. The early spring harvest of barley, the late spring/early summer harvest 
of wheat, and the fall harvest of fruit. Since the context of this passage occurs in early 
spring during Pesach, we know it refers to the barley harvest. The “sheaf,” therefore, 
would be a sheaf of barley.

Verse 11 declares, “the priest is to wave it on the day after the Shabbat.” By using the 
term “Shabbat,” we know the waving of the sheaf must occur after a specific Shabbat day 
during the barley harvest season. Furthermore, as the passage is linked with the festival of 
Unleavened Bread, it teaches us that this Shabbat occurs during the week of Unleavened 
Bread.

In the first century, a controversy arose between the Sadducees and the Pharisees over the 
interpretation of “the Shabbat” in this passage. The Sadducees, composed mostly of 
priests, taught “the Shabbat” mean the regular Shabbat occurring during the week of 
Unleavened Bread. According to their interpretation, the waving of the Omer would 
always occur on a Sunday. 

The Pharisees, on the other hand, interpreted “the Shabbat” to mean the day after the first 
day of Unleavened Bread (Nisan 15), since this day was also counted as a Shabbat. We 
know this from verse 7 which says, “On the first day [Nisan 15] you are to have a holy 
convocation; don’t do any kind of ordinary work.” According to their interpretation, the 
waving of the Omer would always occur on the 16th day of Nisan.

12 We do not wave the Omer in modern times, because one only does so at the Temple in Jerusalem, which 
does not exist at the time of this writing.
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The controversy was not a small matter. This day begins a period of counting off 50 days, 
ending on Shavuot, the Feast of Weeks. Shavuot is one of the three festivals in which all 
males are required to appear before Elohim in Jerusalem (Exodus 23:14-17). Starting the 
count on the wrong day means Shavuot would be observed on the wrong day as well, 
thus violating the command to appear before Elohim at the appointed time. 

The Sadducees based their interpretation on verse 15 and 16,

 “From the day after the day of rest — that is, from the day you bring the sheaf for waving — 
you are to count seven full weeks. Count fifty days to the day after the seventh Shabbat; then 
you shall offer a new grain offering to the Adonai.”

The verse literally says, “Count seven Shabbats.” The Sadducees interpreted “Shabbats” 
to mean seven regular Shabbats. The only way to count 50 days and include seven 
weekly Shabbats is to begin the count on Sunday. The Pharisees maintained that 
“Shabbats” meant weeks in this case, not Shabbat days.

Since Yeshua fulfilled the prophecy of the Omer when He rose from the dead, a logical 
solution for Messianic believers might lie in discerning what day of the week Yeshua was 
actually resurrected. However, even this approach does not provide a clear-cut answer. 
According to gospel accounts (Matthew [Mattityahu] 28:1-6; Mark 16:1-6; Luke 24:1-7; 
John [Yochanan] 20:1-9), Yeshua rose from the grave on Sunday during the week of 
Unleavened Bread. This seems to give weight to the Sadducees’ conclusions. Scripture 
clearly states He was placed in the tomb at the close of Nisan 14, just as the Shabbat of 
Unleavened Bread was approaching (John [Yochanan] 19:31). Many believe the weekly 
Shabbat and the Shabbat of Unleavened Bread occurred on the same day that year.13 

Accordingly, if Yeshua was entombed late Friday afternoon, and assuming this view is 
correct, the waving of the Omer would have occurred on Sunday, fulfilling the 
Sadducees’ interpretation, yet also on Nisan 16, fulfilling the Pharisees’ requirement. To 
state the obvious, both interpretations are fulfilled. 

However, this presents a major problem in the fulfillment of Yeshua’s words in Matthew 
(Mattityahu) 12:40. “For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, 
so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.” 

Moreover, according to Leviticus (Vayikra) 23:15 and 16, the counting must start on the 
day after the Shabbat, and we must count seven Shabbats.  Therefore, we conclude that in 
order to be able to fulfill the prophecy of three days and three nights, Yeshua was 
entombed late Thursday afternoon.  This also reinforces the Biblical command to start 
counting the Omer on the Sunday after the regular weekly Shabbat, and as such 
determining the festival of Shavuot. 

13 See, for instance, Elohim’s Festivals in Scripture and History, Part I, by Samuele Bacchiocchi, p. 170. 
Other works holding this view include The Temple, by Alfred Edersheim, p. 257, and Elohim’s Appointed 
Times, by Barney Kasdan, pp. 44-45.
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Today the Rabbinic tradition follows the Pharisees and to start counting the Omer on the 
16th of Nissan. 

The commandment to count the omer
Scripture commands us to actually count the days and weeks from the waving of the 
omer to Shavuot. Leviticus (Vayikra) 23:15-16 states:

“From the day after the day of rest — that is, from the day you bring the sheaf for waving —
you are to count seven full weeks, until the day after the seventh week; you are to count fifty 
days; and then you are to present a new grain offering to Adonai.”

How does one count? Any time after sundown, the father of the house should say, 
“Today is 1 day of the Omer; today is two days of the Omer; today is 2 weeks and 2 days 
of the Omer; and so on.” As Messianic believers, some may want to also include the 
traditional Jewish blessing prior to counting. The blessing, in English, says, “Blessed are 
you, O Adonai our Elohim, King of the Universe, who has who has sanctified by your 
commandments and commanded us to count the Omer.”

How the Omer points to Yeshua
As previously discussed, the Omer is a firstfruits offering of barley (Leviticus [Vayikra] 
23:10-11). On this day, Yeshua rose from the grave as a type of firstfruits — a guarantee 
of the future full harvest of resurrected souls. 

Shavuot: An Agricultural Holiday

Shavuot is an agricultural holiday set during the wheat harvest. It marks the day a new 
year’s wheat harvest may be eaten (Leviticus [Vayikra] 23:14, 16). Prior to that day, only 
the previous year’s crop may be consumed. The entire crop must be consecrated to 
Adonai first. The firstfruits offering fulfill this requirement. 

Names for Shavuot
The Feast of Shavuot is known by a number of different names, each reflecting a 
different aspect of the festival. These include:

• Shavuot: Shavuot is the Biblical name for the holiday, and the plural form of the 
Hebrew word “shavua,” meaning “weeks.” Thus, the name Shavuot emphasizes 
the counting of the weeks.

• Pentecost: Pentecost is a Greek word meaning “fiftieth.” Thus, the name 
Pentecost emphasizes the counting of days.

• Feast of Weeks (Exodus [Sh’mot] 34:22; Numbers [B’midbar] 28:26; 
Deuteronomy [D’varim] 16:10).

• Feast of Firstfruits [of the wheat harvest] (Exodus [Sh’mot] 34:22).
• Bikkurium.14 Bikkurium is Hebrew for “firstfruits.”
• Feast of Harvest (Exodus [Sh’mot] 23:16)

14 Barney Kasdan, Elohim’s Appointed Times, p. 52
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• The Atzeret, or conclusion to Passover.15

• Season of the giving of the Torah16 (Romans 9:4)
• The Day of the Revelation of Elohim at Mt. Sinai
• Yom Kahal, or Day of the Assembly (Deuteronomy [D’varim] 18:16)

The Temple ceremony
According to Leviticus (Vayikra) 23:17, the children of Israel were to wave two loaves of 
bread baked from the flour produced by the new crop of wheat. This is in addition to the 
animal sacrifices of verses 18-20, and the sacrifices listed in Numbers (B’midbar) 28:26-
31. The commandment to wave the two loaves required that they be made with leaven.

These loaves were made of wheat, whereas the sheaf waved before Adonai at the 
Firstfruits of the barley harvest, during the week of Unleavened Bread, was made from 
barley. Like the barley, the wheat had to sift through thirteen sieves (or whatever number 
was necessary to make the flour fine enough) before being used to bake the two loaves. 
The flour was said to be so fine that a man could shove his arm into a barrel of it and 
none would stick to his skin. 

Fine flour is made from crushed wheat. This process alludes to the refinement our faith 
endures as we are conformed to Messiah’s image. We can also see the Messiah in that, as 
wheat is planted in the ground, so Messiah Yeshua was planted in the womb of His 
mother Miriam. And as wheat, when it grows and is ready for harvest, then beaten and 
refined, so was Yeshua beaten and refined for our sins. We might also consider the fine 
flour an indication of Messiah’s purity, or the refinement of his followers.

What is the significance of leaven in the loaves, and why two of them?
The loaves appear to represent two groups: Jews and non-Jews brought together as one in 
Messiah Yeshua. The leaven indicates neither group is without sin, even though they are 
new creations in Messiah. In Leviticus (Vayikra) 23:19, and Numbers (B’midbar) 28:30, 
a sin offering accompanied both loaves. The sin offering demonstrates that both groups 
are imperfect and sinful; hence, both loaves are leavened.

At the Feast of The Unleavened Bread, no leaven could be eaten. That festival foretells 
the sacrificial offering of the sinless one, Messiah Yeshua. Shavuot, on the other hand, 
alludes to the birth of the congregation of believers, both Jewish and Gentile. Neither 
group is without sin, symbolized by the leaven in the two loaves.

Ruth and Boaz represent this grafting of Jew and Gentile as one people. The spring 
harvest was the setting of the later half of book of Ruth (Ruth 3:2). Boaz represents 
Israel, while Ruth represents the Gentile nations, who would later be grafted into the true 
olive tree of Israel (Romans 11:16-24). The Book of Ruth (Rut) is traditionally read at 
Shavuot. In Ruth (Rut), we learn a valuable lesson: if Gentiles want to join themselves to 

15 Alfred Edersheim, The Temple, p. 262
16 Barney Kasdan, Elohim’s Appointed Times, p. 53
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the Elohim of the Jews, they must also embrace the Jewish people as their own (Ruth 
[Rut] 1:16). 

Shavuot marks the beginning of the period of time farmers would bring their firstfruits 
offerings to the Temple. Deuteronomy (D’varim) 26:1-15 describes the ceremony that 
surrounds the firstfruits offering brought by individuals. Farmers from all over the land 
would bring their wheat to the Temple in baskets decorated with leaves and flowers.

Farmers would identify firstfruits by tying reed grass around an early ripening fruit and 
declare it firstfruits.17 At harvest time, these fruits would be separated to be taken to the 
Temple in Jerusalem. Bands of pilgrims would make the trek to the holy city, led by an 
ox with its horns overlaid with gold and a crown of olive leaves on its head.18 Flutists 
played before them until they arrived at the Temple Mount.19 At this point, the owner of 
the fruit carried it on his shoulder into the Temple courtyard. While the basket was still 
on his shoulder, he would recite Deuteronomy (D’varim) 26:3, “And you shall go to the 
one who is priest in those days, and say to him, I declare today to YHVH your Elohim 
that I have come to the country YHVH swore to our fathers to give us.” Afterward, he 
would take the basket down from his shoulder, and would wave it with the priest, while 
the priest recited Deuteronomy (D’varim) 26:5-10. When finished, the owner would set 
the basket by the altar, prostrate himself toward the Holy of Holies, then leave.20 The ox 
would later be sacrificed.

A number of Messianic typologies can be observed here:

• By declaring his early ripening crops as firstfruits before any of the other fruits 
had ripened, the farmer was making a declaration that Elohim would be faithful 
and provide the rest of the harvest. In the same way, Yeshua became the firstfruits 
of those to be resurrected, declaring his followers would also share in that glory. 

• The ox symbolizes Yeshua, who as a lamb led to slaughter, became the supreme 
sacrifice. At the same time, he is our leader, leading the way to the New 
Jerusalem. 

• The ox’s horns remind us of the authority Yeshua has over our lives, as horns are 
symbols of authority.

• The crown of olive leaves on the ox’s head reminds us of Yeshua’s kingship. It 
also reminds us of the crown of thorns he endured on our behalf (Matthew 
[Mattityahu] 27:29)

• The word for flute in Hebrew is “Halil,” from the root “חלל" which means, to die 
while being pierced. Interestingly, the flutist also led the procession. He too 
alludes to Messiah, since He is the pierced one — the One who suffered a 
torturous death of crucifixion, yet now is alive and leading us to everlasting joy.

17 Mishnah Tractate Bikkurim.
18 Ibid.
19 Ibid. 
20 Mishna Tractate Bikkurim
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Giving the Torah on Mount Sinai
According to the account in Exodus (Sh’mot) 19, the children of Israel came to Mt. Sinai 
on the third day of the third month, or Sivan 3. That same day, Moses met with Elohim 
on top of the mountain. Elohim instructed Moses to have the people ready three days 
later, on Sivan 6. Exodus (Sh’mot) 19 reads as follows:

“In the third month after the children of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on the same 
day, they came to the Wilderness of Sinai. For they had departed from Rephidim, had come 
to the Desert of Sinai, and camped in the wilderness. So Israel camped there before the 
mountain. And Moses (Moshe) went up to Elohim, and YHVH called to him from the 
mountain . . . And YHVH said to Moses (Moshe), ‘Behold, I come to you in the thick cloud, 
that the people may hear when I speak with you, and believe you forever.’ So Moses (Moshe) 
told the words of the people to YHVH. Then YHVH said to Moses (Moshe), ‘Go to the 
people and sanctify them today and tomorrow, and let them wash their clothes. And let them 
be ready for the third day. For on the third day YHVH will come down upon Mount Sinai in 
the sight of all the people.’”

Exodus (Sh’mot) 20 records the events of that day. This chapter contains the Ten 
Commandments

What happened on this day on Mount Sinai? The rabbis said Elohim spoke the Ten 
Commandments in the seventy languages (of that time) in the world.21 They derive this 
position from Exodus (Sh’mot) 20:18 which says, “Now all the people witnessed the 
thunderings, the lightning flashes, the sound of the Shofar, and the mountain smoking; 
and when the people saw it, they trembled and stood afar off.” The word for thunderings 
in Hebrew is “kolot”, and the word is pluralized. Scripture tells us that Elohim’s voice 
sounds very much like thunder (John [Yochanan] 12:29). In fact, the Hebrew word 
“kolot” can also mean voices. To state the obvious conclusion, the people witnessed the 
voices of Elohim.”

In recounting the events on Mount Sinai, Moses (Moshe) stated in Deuteronomy 
(D’varim) 4:12, “YHVH spoke to you out of the midst of the fire. You heard the sound of 
the words, but saw no form; only a voice.”22  Commenting on this verse, the rabbis said 
the people actually saw Elohim’s voice in the form of a fiery substance.23

The outpouring of the Ruakh HaKodesh in Jerusalem
An event similar to the Mount Sinai occasion occurred on Shavuot 1500 years later in 
Jerusalem. The book of Acts records that 120 of Yeshua’s disciples were gathered in the 

21 Rabbi Joseph Hertz, The Authorized Daily Prayer Book, p. 791.
22 Most translations interpret the verse to mean that the people saw no form, but only heard a voice. 
However, the verse literally says, “you saw no form; only a voice,” implying that the people actually saw 
Elohim’s voice.
23 Rabbi Moshe Weissman, The Midrash Says on Shemot, p. 182, Benei Yakov Publications (1980).
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Temple24 on this festival day when tongues of fire rested on each of them, and they spoke 
in other languages as a result of being filled with the Ruach HaKodesh25 (Acts 2:1-4).

Just as the Torah was given as a covenant on Mount Sinai on Shavuot, so the New 
Covenant was also inaugurated on Shavuot. One major difference is that the Torah is 
written on the hearts of the New Covenant participants. Previously, it had been written on 
tablets of stone.

Parallels between Shavuot on Sinai and Zion
Shavuot marks the day Elohim entered into a covenant relationship with His people. At 
the first Shavuot, He instituted the Mosaic covenant from Mount Sinai wherein He gave 
the Torah in written form. At the Shavuot in Jerusalem, He established the New Covenant 
from Mount Zion in which He wrote the Torah on the hearts of Yeshua’s followers.

On Mt. Sinai, the Ten Commandments were written on tablets of stone by the “finger of 
Elohim” (Exodus [Sh’mot] 31:18). On Mt. Zion, the Torah is written on tables of the 
heart by the Spirit of Elohim (2 Corinthians 3:3; Hebrews 8:10).

Both were accompanied by many languages (tongues) and by fire (Exodus [Sh’mot] 
19:16-18, 20:18; Acts 2:1-4).

Shavuot on Mount Sinai is sometimes considered the day Judaism was born. Shavuot in 
Jerusalem can also be viewed as the beginning of the Messianic Community.

A wedding betrothal
On the original Shavuot on Sinai, Israel in a sense became betrothed to Elohim (Jeremiah 
[Yirmeyahu] 2:2). The prophet Ezekiel (Yechezk’el) in chapter 16 also compares the 
covenant between Elohim and Israel at Sinai to the wedding vows between a husband and 
wife. In verses 8 and 9 he states, 

“‘Again I passed by you, looked at you and saw that your time had come, the time for love. 
So I spread my cloak over you to cover your private parts and entered into a covenant with 
you,’ says Adonai Elohim, ‘and you became Mine. Then I bathed you in water, washed the 
blood off you, and anointed you with oil.’” 

In rabbinical thought, this verse speaks of Elohim taking Israel as a wife. The bathing in 
water refers to Israel’s immersion in a mikvah prior to their marriage to Elohim at Sinai26 

(Exodus [Sh’mot] 19:10-11). In fact, the Torah can be viewed as a “ketubah,” “a formal 
written document spelling out the terms of a Jewish wedding contract.”27

24 Acts 2:2 states that they were gathered in “the house.” Ariel and D’vorah Berkowitz rightly point out in 
their book Take Hold (p. 165), that the term “house” is a euphemism for the Temple.
25 Rauch HaKodesh is the Hebrew equivalent of Holy Spirit.
26 Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan, Made in Heaven, pp. 78-79.
27 Ariel and D’vorah Berkowitz, Torah Rediscovered, p. 11
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In Judaism, a Biblical wedding consists of two stages: betrothal, Hebrew “Erusin,” and 
consummation, Hebrew “Nesu’in.” This idea derives from Deuteronomy (D’varim) 24:1; 
“when a man takes a wife and marries her.” the betrothal is initiated with the ketubah, the 
marriage contract. The ketubah is so legally binding that one cannot escape from it 
without a divorce. Seen in this light, the Torah is given at Sinai is the ketubah.

In Exodus (Sh’mot) 19:5-7, Elohim made a marriage proposal to Israel:

“‘Now, therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be 
a special treasure to Me above all people, for all the earth is Mine. And you shall be to Me a 
kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words which you shall speak to the 
children of Israel. So Moses (Moshe) came and called for the elders of the people, and laid 
before them all these words which YHVH commanded him.”

Scripture records Israel’s response in verse eight: “All that YHVH has spoken, we will 
do.” Their reply proved the nation accepted Elohim’s marriage proposal.

The betrothal at Sinai foreshadowed the coming betrothal of New Covenant participants 
with Messiah. Those who follow him have entered into the betrothal stage of marriage to 
Him. In Hebrews 8:6, we find that the New Covenant, like the covenant at Sinai, was 
established as Torah.28 In this New Covenant, Elohim writes His ketubah on our hearts, 
and gives us His Ruach HaKodesh as a guarantee of His coming (2 Corinthians 5:5; 
Ephesians 1:14), and of His taking us to Himself to be His special treasure. Revelation 
19:7-9 provides a picture of the eventual consummation of the marriage between Messiah 
and His bride, the Kahal.29 There, we find the great “marriage supper of the lamb,” and 
everyone who follows Yeshua is invited to participate.

Jewish traditions
A number of Jewish traditions arose to give meaning and purpose to the festival of 
Shavuot. 

28 Hebrews 8:6 reads, “But now [Yeshua] has obtained a more excellent ministry, inasmuch as He is also 
mediator of a better covenant, which was established AS TORAH on better promises” (emphasis the 
writers). With the exception of the Complete Jewish Bible and the New English Bible, practically every 
translation omits the words “as Torah.” This is more than an oversight. The compound Greek word in this 
verse, “nenomothetetai,” appears in identical form in one other place  Hebrews 7:11. The word in that 
verse is usually translated as “received the law [Torah].” The implication of Hebrews 8:6 is that the New 
Covenant was given as Torah from Mount Zion in the same way as the Mosaic Covenant was given as 
Torah from Mount Sinai.
29 The word “congregation” (often translated as church) in the New Covenant Scriptures translates from the 
Hebrew word “Kehilah,” meaning community of Adonai’s followers.  The Dictionary of New Testament 
Theology states that the term “represents exclusively the Hebrew Kahal.” Hence, Kahal/Kehilah is the 
Hebrew term we can use to identify the community of Yeshua’s followers.
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• In many Orthodox communities, men stay up all night studying the Torah on 
Shavuot.

• Since the setting for the book of Ruth (Rut) occurs during the spring harvest 
season, Ruth (Rut) is usually read.

• Many Jewish communities eat dairy products on this day. In several places, 
Scripture likens itself to milk (Job [Iyov] 21:24; Song of Songs [Shir-HaShirim] 
4:11; Hebrews 5:12-13; I Peter [Kefa] 2:2). 

• As a reminder of the harvest aspect of the holiday, some Jewish communities 
spread grass on the floor of the synagogue and on the windowsills in their homes. 
They also decorate their homes and synagogues with baskets of fruit, plants, 
flowers, and other greenery.

• For the first night of Shavuot, the family table is typically set with the finest 
dishes and linens. In such a home, the woman of the house would light the 
holiday Shabbat candles, reciting the Yom Tov30 and Shehechianu31 blessings. 
Afterward, the father would recite the Kiddush (the blessing over the wine) 
followed by the Ha’Motzi (the blessing over the Challah). Finally, the family 
would enjoy a traditional holiday dinner containing a number of dairy dishes, 
such as cheese blintzes and cheesecake.

Second century believers’ traditions
A number of early believers’ traditions relating to Shavuot are known today. Even though 
they come from a culture in the very early stages of separating itself from its Jewish 
roots, we can nevertheless gain much insight through them. Much of their practice 
probably derived from the teachings of the Jewish apostles in the previous century. In 
fact, a surviving fragment from a bishop dated around 170 AD appeals to apostolic origin 
for several Shavuot customs.32

Shavuot was seen as a season, rather than a single day, lasting the entire 50 days, 
beginning with the counting of the Omer and concluding on the feast day itself. In other 
words, when one spoke of Shavuot or Pentecost, he really meant the entire 50 days.

During the season of Shavuot, weeping, fasting, and kneeling were discouraged. The 
Apocryphal Acts of Paul (180 AD) states, “While Paul was in prison, the brethren, since 
it was Pentecost, wept not, neither did they bow the knee, but they stood and prayed 
rejoicing.”33 In other words, the season of Shavuot was to be a period of great joy.

30 The Yom Tov blessing: “Baruch ata Adonai Elohenu Melekh ha’olam Asher k’dshanu b’mitzvotav 
v’tzivanu l’hadlik ner shel yom tov.” In English: “Blessed are you O ADONAI our Adonai, King of the 
Universe, who has set us apart by Your commandments and commanded us to kindle the light of this 
festival day.”
31 The Shehechianu blessing: “Baruch ata Adonai Elohenu Melekh ha’olam shehechianu v’kimanu 
v’higianu lazman hazeh.” In English: “Blessed are You O LORD our Elohim, King of the Universe, who 
has kept us in life and has preserved us and enabled us to reach this season.”
32 Samuele Bacchiocchi, Elohim’s Festivals in Scripture and History, Part I, p. 213.
33 Ibid, p. 205
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Tertullian (190 AD) spoke of the joy of this season resulting from Yeshua’s resurrection 
being proven over and over among his followers and from the gift of the Ruach 
HaKodesh being poured out on his disciples.34 

A major theme of Shavuot for second century believers was forgiveness. The reason is 
that the number 50 was viewed symbolically as representing forgiveness. Every fifty 
years on Jubilee, all debts were canceled and slaves were set free. Also, fifty days after 
leaving Egypt, Adonai showed He forgave the Israelites for their sins of idolatry and 
rebellion by giving them the Torah.

Another custom surrounding Shavuot was immersion. The 50-day season of Shavuot was 
seen as the ideal time to be immersed. A likely reason for favoring this time of year was 
the reminder of the outpouring of the Ruach HaKodesh during this season.

Other insights
Shavuot represents the giving of the Torah of Adonai, written not on tables of stone, but 
on the fleshly tables of the heart, with the Spirit of the living Adonai (2 Corinthians 3:2-
3).

The event in Jerusalem on Shavuot amounts to a reversal of Babel (Genesis [B’resheet] 
11:9). At Babel, Adonai confused the peoples’ language for misusing their unity for 
wicked purposes. At Jerusalem, Adonai caused people whose different languages 
separated them to understand each other as they praised Adonai, which is the proper use 
of unity.

In a similar vein, we can say that revival is a major theme of Shavuot. Certainly, we 
could say that when Adonai poured out His Ruach HaKodesh on Yeshua’s followers, 
they were revived. As believers, we need to seek Adonai daily for the reality of Shavuot 
to be present in our lives.

Shavuot is a glimpse of the Jubilee. The Jubilee cycle consists of seven weeks of seven 
years each. Every seventh year is a Sabbatical year in which the land lays fallow and 
debts are canceled (Leviticus [Vayikra] 25:3-4; Deuteronomy [D’varim] 15:1-2). Thus, 
the Jubilee liberates the oppressed. As in the Jubilee year, the land was to lie fallow to 
provide produce free of charge to the poor, so at the Feast of Shavuot, the poor and 
strangers are invited to partake of the festivities. “Thus, the feast served not only to honor 
the Adonai of Israel, but also to recognize the bond of unity that existed among the 
members of the covenant community.” 35 

The sanctification of the firstfruits consecrates the entire harvest. Therefore, the firstfruits 
serve as a replacement for the whole. Rabbi Shaul seemed to be saying this when he 
wrote, “Now if the Challah offered as firstfruits is holy, so is the whole loaf” (Romans 
11:16). In this same fashion, Yeshua and those who were resurrected with Him (Matthew 

34 Ibid, p. 206
35 Ibid., p. 176

CHAPTER 8 - Major Feasts
Bet Shalom Messianic Congregation – Fresno, California

30



[Mattityahu] 27:52-53) became replacements for the whole harvest of righteous souls to 
be resurrected on His return (1 Corinthians 15:20-23, 51-53; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-16). 
Thus, they became the guarantee and the assurance for the rest of us who have yet to 
experience that glorious destiny that awaits us.

“The meaning of the Feast of Pentecost (Shavuot) is lived out every day in our life as our 
inward being is renewed daily by Adonai’s Spirit (2 Corinthians 4:16). As we receive the 
fruits of the Spirit, we bring forth the fruits of the Spirit in our life, namely, ‘love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control’ (Galatians 
5:22). These, in turn, enable us to become the firstfruits of Adonai.”36

Yom Teruah
(Rosh Hashanah)

Just as the seventh day Shabbat is holy, so the seventh month, 
Tishri, is set apart by Adonai as sacred. It can be viewed as the 
most holy month, in that it contains four Jewish holidays, two of 
which, Rosh Hashanah, also known as Yom Teruah, and Yom 
Kippur, are called the “High Holidays.” As a sign of its 
importance in ancient Israel, the arrival of the new moon, marking 
the beginning of Tishri, had to be confirmed by at least six 
witnesses, not just the three required for any other month. Also, 
besides the normal procedure of lighting signal fires to announce a 
new moon, messengers were sent from Jerusalem to hand deliver 
the news of Tishri’s arrival. These safeguards illustrate how the 
Israelites felt a holy obligation to obey the timing of the feasts as 
Adonai instructed in His Word. It was a grave error if an 
appointment with the Creator of the universe was missed. We also 
can honor Adonai by being diligent in our observation of the 
feasts. 

The first of the fall feasts is Yom Teruah (Rosh Hashanah) that occurs on the first of 
Tishri every year. As Rosh Hodesh is “head of the month,” Yom Teruah (Rosh 
Hashanah) is “head of the year,” or New Year. This phrase appears once in Scripture in 
Ezekiel (40:1):

“In the twenty-fifth year of our exile, at the beginning of the year. . .”

However, Scripture refers to Tishri as the seventh month. In fact, there are more 
references to Pesach (Passover) as the New Year than to Yom Teruah (Rosh Hashanah). 
The answer to this seeming contradiction is that Tishri is the first month in the civil 
calendar, while Nisan is the “first month of the year” in the religious calendar, due to 
Adonai’s stressing the importance of Pesach. In our Jewish calendar, there are a variety 
of “new years,” but the designation of Yom Teruah (Rosh Hashanah) as “head of the 

36 Samuele Bacchiocchi, Elohim’s Festivals in Scripture and History, Part I, p. 196.
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year” has been used since the Babylonian exile. Its name is an indication of the 
importance of this month as a time of preparation. How should we prepare? The answer 
comes from Leviticus (Vayikra) 23:23-25:

“YHVH said to Moses (Moshe), ‘Say to the Israelites: ‘On the first day of the seventh month 
you are to have a day of rest, a sacred assembly commemorated with shofar (teruah) blasts. 
Do no regular work, but present an offering made to YHVH by fire.’” 

“On the first day of the seventh month hold a sacred assembly and do no regular work. It is a 
day for you to sound the shofars (teruah)” (Numbers [B’midbar] 29:1).

The commands for us are to rest, assemble before YHVH, and sound a “Shofar.” The 
blowing of “shofars” or “teruah” is so associated with this day, that it is also called “Yom 
Teruah,” or day of the shofar blast. The shofar is not exactly a trumpet . . . made from the 
horn of a ram, it has a peculiar sound unlike any man-made instrument. It is one of the 
oldest wind instruments, and has played a prominent role in Jewish history.

A shofar blast was heard when Moses (Moshe) spoke with Elohim on Mt. Sinai while 
receiving the Ten Commandments in Exodus (Sh’mot) 19:9 ... a reminder of the Word of 
Adonai and the laws He gave us to live by. Israel conquered Jericho with the blast of the 
shofar in Joshua (Y’hoshua) 6:20 ... a reminder of victory through Elohim’s power. 

The shofar is mentioned in Judges (Shof’tim) 3:27 as a call to battle, and as a signal to 
assemble in 2 Samuel (Shmu’el Bet) 20:1 ... a reminder to serve Adonai in unity.

In Jeremiah (Yirmeyahu) 4:19, it is called an alarm of war, and in Joel (Yo’el) 2:1 we 
hear the familiar verse: “Blow a shofar in Zion, sound an alarm on my holy mountain ...” 
Watchmen who guarded the walls of ancient Jerusalem blew the shofar to warn people of 
impending danger, as in Amos (‘Amos) 3:6 and Ezekiel (Yechezk’el) 33:6 ... a reminder 
to be vigilant in serving Adonai and to stand firm in spiritual war. 

The year of Jubilee is to be proclaimed by the sound of the shofar in Leviticus (Vayikra) 
25:9 ... a reminder of joyfulness.

The kingship of Adonai is recalled with a shofar blast in Psalm (Tehillim) 98:6, “With 
trumpets and the sound of the shofar, shout joyfully before the King, YHVH!” In the 
ancient world, a shofar was used to hail a king. When we hear it at Yom Teruah (Rosh 
Hashanah), we anticipate standing before the King of Kings, whose arrival can be very 
soon.

The shofar in Psalm (Tehillim) 47:5 reminds us of the joy of being in the King’s 
presence: “Adonai has ascended amid shouts of joy, YHVH amid the sounding of 
shofars.”
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Isaiah (Yeshayahu) 27:13 says that those who were scattered will be regathered to 
worship YHVH in Jerusalem with the blowing of a great shofar ... encouragement that 
Adonai is gathering His people to Him.

Zechariah (Z’kharyah) 9:14 tells us that YHVH Himself will blow the shofar on the day 
He delivers His people from attacking armies: “Then YHVH will appear over them, and 
His arrow will go forth like lightning, and YHVH Elohim will blow the shofar, and will 
march in the storm winds of the south.”

The return of Messiah, as told in Matthew (Mattityahu) 24:30, is to be announced with a 
shofar blast:  “ ... and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with 
power and great glory, and He will send forth His angels with a great shofar.” This is a 
faith-builder, reminding us of Messiah’s triumph in the end days. From this, it has been 
tradition to say that even Satan trembles at the shofar blast, recognizing that his time will 
come to an end at Messiah’s return. 

Even the dead will hear the shofar when Messiah returns: “For YHVH Himself will come 
down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the 
shofar blast of Adonai, and the dead in Messiah will rise first” (1 Thessalonians 4:16).

When we hear the shofar, we should remember all these Scriptures ... it should be like a 
memory jog. In fact, another name for this feast is “Yom Ha Zikkaron,” day of 
remembering. We are called to attention, holy fear, rejoicing, battle, and reverence for 
Adonai’s holiness and sovereignty. The shofar calls us to consider our personal 
relationship with YHVH, and to be prepared for the Day of Atonement ... Yom Kippur 
just nine days later. The idea of preparation is so prevalent; the shofar is traditionally 
sounded forty days before Yom Kippur, on the first of Elul, the preceding month. This 
gives us plenty of time to consider our spiritual state, and repent. The shofar blast should 
be like an air raid signal ... like someone shouting “Look up! Seek cover!” Or better, 
“seek a covering” (a “Kippur”).

The shofar is made from the horn of a ram ... a cow horn cannot be used due to the cow’s 
connection with the golden calf episode in Israel’s history. The use of the ram may derive 
from the traditional Torah reading from this holiday, Genesis (B’resheet) 22, the story of 
the binding of Isaac, or in Hebrew, the “Akidah.” Rabbinical tradition holds that this 
event occurred on Yom Teruah (Rosh Hashanah). When Abraham (Avraham) obediently 
showed his willingness to offer his son as a sacrifice, Adonai provided a ram in his place. 
This reminds us of Adonai’s faithfulness and Abraham’s obedience. These verses also 
provide a picture of Yeshua’s sacrifice. There are many parallels:

1. Abraham (Avraham) loved Elohim so much that he obeyed, and was willing to 
sacrifice his only son. 
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Genesis (B’resheet) 22:13 — “Abraham (Avraham) looked up and there in a thicket he 
saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt 
offering instead of his son.”

Adonai so loved the world that He gave His only son for us.

John (Yochanan) 3:16 — “For Adonai so loved the world that He gave His one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

2. Isaac (Yitz’chak) was the dearly beloved son of his father, Abraham (Avraham), born 
by a miracle after a promise and much anticipation. 

Genesis (B’resheet) 17:16 — “I will bless her and will surely give you a son by her. I 
will bless her so that she will be the mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from 
her.”

Yeshua was the dearly beloved Son of His Father, born by a miracle, prophesied 
from long ago.

Isaiah (Yesha’yahu) 7:14 — “Therefore YHVH himself will give you a sign: The virgin 
will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call Him Immanuel.”

Matthew (Mattityahu) 1:21 — “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give Him 
the name Yeshua, because He will save His people from their sins.”

3. On the 3-day trip to Mount Moriah, Isaac (Yitz’chak) was under the sentence of 
death, considered “dead.” Then, on the 3rd day, his life was given back to him.

Genesis (B’resheet) 22:4 — “On the third day Abraham (Avraham) looked up and saw 
the place in the distance.”

Yeshua was in the grave 3 days, under the sentence of death. He rose from the 
dead on the 3rd day. 

Matthew (Mattityahu) 28:6 — “He is not here; He has risen, just as He said. Come and 
see the place where He lay. 

4. Isaac (Yitz’chak) carried the wood for his own sacrifice.

Genesis (B’resheet) 22:6 — “Abraham (Avraham) took the wood for the burnt offering 
and placed it on his son Isaac (Yitz’chak), and he himself carried the fire and the knife. 
As the two of them went on together ...”

Yeshua carried the wooden “tree” for His own sacrifice. 

CHAPTER 8 - Major Feasts
Bet Shalom Messianic Congregation – Fresno, California

34



John (Yochanan) 19:17 — “Carrying His own cross, He went to the place of the Skull 
(which in Aramaic is called Golgotha).”

5. Isaac (Yitz’chak) submitted to his father’s will. 

Genesis (B’resheet) 22:7-8 — “Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, ‘Father?’ 
‘Yes, my son?’ Abraham (Avraham) replied. ‘The fire and wood are here,’ Isaac 
(Yitz’chak) said, ‘but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?’

Yeshua submitted to the will of His father.

Luke 22:42 — “Father, if You are willing, take this cup from Me; yet not My will, but 
Yours be done.”

6. Adonai provided His own sacrifice, a lamb (male lamb, a ram) for the offering.

Genesis (B’resheet) 22:8, 13 — “Abraham (Avraham) answered, ‘Adonai Himself will 
provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.’ And the two of them went on together. 
Abraham (Avraham) looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. 
He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son.”

John (Yochanan) 1:29 — “The next day Yochanon saw Yeshua coming toward him and 
said, ‘Look, the Lamb of Adonai, who takes away the sin of the world!’”

7. The sacrifice took place on Mt. Moriah, near where Jerusalem would stand one day. 
Moriah means “YHVH is my guide, my teacher, director. The instructions come from 
Adonai.” 

Genesis (B’resheet) 22:2 — “Then Adonai said, ‘Take your son, your only son, Isaac 
(Yitz’chak), whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt 
offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about.’”

Yeshua was sacrificed on Golgotha, just outside the ancient Jerusalem. 

Matthew (Mattityahu) 27:33 — “They came to a place called Golgotha (which means 
The Place of the Skull).”

8. Abraham (Avraham) called this site “Yahweh yireh” (Jehovah jira), “Adonai will 
provide.”

Genesis (B’resheet) 22:14 — “So Abraham (Avraham) called that place YHVH Will 
Provide. And to this day it is said, ‘On the mountain of YHVH, it will be provided.’

The “substitute sacrifice” at this place was followed years later with countless animal 
sacrifices to provide atonement conducted by the Levitical priests. Yeshua was the 
fulfillment of all these substitute sacrifices, and is a better “high priest.”
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Hebrews 7:27 — “Unlike the other high priests, He does not need to offer sacrifices day 
after day, first for His own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed for their 
sins once for all when He offered Himself.” 

9. Right after the Akidah, Adonai promised Abraham that, because of his obedience, He 
would use His descendants to bless all the nations of the earth.

Genesis (B’resheet) 22:18 — “ ... and through your offspring, all nations on earth 
will be blessed, because you have obeyed me.”

Yeshua came to bless all people, and to be the Light to everyone who follows Him.

John (Yochanan) 8:12 — “When Yeshua spoke again to the people, he said, ‘I 
am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but 
will have the light of life.’”

The Shofar Sounds
The central point of the Yom Teruah (Rosh Hashanah) service is the sounding of the 
shofar. Some synagogues go to great lengths to find an accomplished shofar blower, 
known as a “Ba’al Tekiah,” since this is not an easy instrument to master. The Ba’al 
Tekiah is responsible for making over one hundred separate blasts during a traditional 
service. Scripture does not tell us the number or the order of these blasts, but rabbinical 
interpretation from Numbers (B’midbar) has determined at least two different notes:

“When a shofar blast is sounded, the tribes camping on the east are to set out. At the sounding 
of a second blast, the camps on the south are to set out. The blast will be the signal for setting 
out. To gather the assembly, blow the shofars, but not with the same signal” (Numbers 
[B’midbar] 10:5-7).

Today, we have three sounds:

• “Tekiah:” one long base note ending abruptly
• “Teruah:” nine staccato notes in rapid succession
• “Shevarim:” three quavering notes, a cross between the other two

Since the order of the sounds was not specified, we use the following formula to cover all 
bases:

“Tekiah, teruah, tekiah”
“Tekiah, shevarim, tekiah”
“Tekiah, shevarim, teruah, tekiah”
“Tekiah g’dolah” (“big tekiah,” the long ending blast)

The three sounds have, by tradition, been associated with the three books opened on Yom 
Teruah (Rosh Hashanah) and sealed on Yom Kippur:
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• Tekiah: the sound of rejoicing for the book of life for the righteous
• Teruah: a trembling sound for the book of death for the wicked
• Shevarim: a mixture of joy and sadness, representing the hope for most people 

who are somewhere in-between. 

The three-book concept derives from Scripture:

“But now, please forgive their sin—but if not, then blot me out of the book you have written. 
YHVH said to Moses, ‘Whoever has sinned against me I will blot out of my book’” (Exodus 
[Sh’mot] 32:32-33). 

“May they be blotted out of the book of life and not be listed with the righteous” (Psalms 
[Tehillim] 6, 9:28).

“But at that time, your people—everyone whose name is found written in the book—will be 
delivered” (Daniel [Dani’el] 12:1).

“Then those who feared YHVH talked with each other, and YHVH listened and heard. A 
scroll of remembrance was written in his presence concerning those who feared YHVH and 
honored his name” (Malachi [Mal’akhi] 3:16).

“Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, 
but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.” (Paraphrase of 
Revelation 21:27).

For believers, the three blasts can have additional meanings:

• The single note of Tekiah . . . representing one Elohim, reaching out with His love 
to each of us at this special time of year.

• The nine short notes of Teruah . . . representing the nine fruits of the Ruach: love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.

• The three broken notes of Shevarim . . . representing one Elohim in three persons: 
Abba, Yeshua, and the Ruach HaKodesh (Father, Son and Holy Spirit).

When those who know Messiah personally hear the shofar blasts this year, they can come 
before YHVH with thankfulness that they are written in The Book of Life . . . a true 
cause for rejoicing. 

Yom Kippur

The close of Yom Teruah (Rosh Hashanah) begins the Ten 
Days of Awe, the ten-day countdown to Yom Kippur. These 
awesome days emphasize our relationship with Elohim, His 
holy nature, and our sinful nature. Approaching Yom Kippur, 
we concentrate on how to reconcile the gulf of sin that 
separates us from Him. Traditionally, Yom Kippur is when 
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the books of life and death are sealed, and Jewish people will receive their coming 
judgment. This is seen in the traditional greeting for this holiday, “G’mar Chatima 
Tovah!” “May you be sealed in the Book of Life for a good year!” At this time, the 
rabbis have commanded the people to start the process of repentance in the ten days 
between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur by turning, or returning, to Adonai.

The Talmud says, “Remake yourselves by repentance during the ten days between Rosh 
Hashanah (Yom Teruah) and Yom Kippur and on the Day of Atonement, I [Elohim] will 
hold you guiltless, regarding you a newly made creature.” As believers in Yeshua, we 
know only the Messiah can make us new creatures, and that we cannot remake ourselves. 
What, then, is supposed to strike such “awe” at the coming of Yom Kippur? Let’s look 
further . . . 

Yom Kippur is commonly known as the Day of Atonement. Yom means “day” and 
Kippur is a “covering” or “atonement.” A related Hebrew word, “Kapper,” means “to 
cover,” as in the covering of sin Elohim provides for His people when they come before 
Him with the appropriate sacrifice. Elohim has spelled out what this sacrifice is to be:

“For the life of the creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you on the altar to make 
atonement for yourselves; for it is the blood that makes atonement because of the life” 
(Leviticus [Vayikra] 17:11).

“Without the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness of sins” (Hebrews 9:22).

“There is no atonement except with blood” (Talmud Yoma 5a).

The idea of sacrifice as an atonement for sins shows Elohim’s grace and willingness to 
forgive a sinful nation without them having to die. Elohim sees the person presenting the 
sacrifice as having paid the price for his sin, covered with the blood. This is the essence 
of the idea of the substitute of sacrifice, the death of the innocent for the sinful. It helps 
reveal the heart of the Brit Hadashah:

“ . . . the Messiah died for our sins . . .” (1 Corinthians 15:3)

Yeshua gave His life to be the ultimate sacrifice for our sins.

Israel was to be set apart from all sin, which was spelled out in the Torah. The core of 
these instructions is the sacrificial system. This is evidence that Elohim knew Israel 
would not be able to uphold all the commands in the Torah. The Torah was given to the 
nation of Israel to keep them holy. The word holy, “Kadosh” in Hebrew, is used more 
than eighty different times in Leviticus alone. It means “holy,” “separate,” or “set apart.”

“Rather, you people are to be holy for me, because I, Adonai, am holy; and I have set you 
apart from other peoples, so that you can belong to me” (Leviticus [Vayikra] 20:26).

 

CHAPTER 8 - Major Feasts
Bet Shalom Messianic Congregation – Fresno, California

38



The B’rit Hadashah refers to the Torah as “good.” These commandments are the same 
ones that bring sin into the open.

“So the Torah is holy; that is, the commandment is holy, just, and good” (Romans 7:12).

When we are aware of our sins, we can come to YHVH with the substitute sacrifice, and 
in His mercy, He will forgive us. The sacrificial system is the core of the Torah, and a 
foreshadowing of the grace that would be given to us through Messiah’s sacrifice. 

Key elements of Yom Kippur
Leviticus (Vayikra) 23:26-32 gives us the commandment to observe Yom Kippur:

“YHVH said to Moses (Moshe), ‘The tenth day of this seventh month is the Day of 
Atonement. Hold a sacred assembly and deny yourselves, and present an offering made to 
YHVH by fire. Do no work on that day, because it is the Day of Atonement, when atonement 
is made for you before YHVH your Elohim. Anyone who does not deny himself on that day 
must be cut off from his people. I will destroy from among his people anyone who does any 
work on that day. You shall do no work at all. This is to be a lasting ordinance for the 
generations to come, wherever you live. It is a Shabbat of rest for you, and you must deny 
yourselves. From the evening of the ninth day of the month until the following evening, you 
are to observe your Shabbat.” 

From this, we have the date for Yom Kippur as the tenth of Tishri, the seventh month. Its 
observance is to be perpetual in all dwelling places, ensuring that it still has significance 
for us today. We are to hold a “holy convocation,” Elohim’s people called together for 
His purposes. He calls for our undivided attention. We are also commanded to “deny 
ourselves,” or “humble our souls” under the penalty of excommunication if we do not 
obey. What is the nature of this “denial?”

Fasting
Some translate this humbling to mean “affliction of the soul.” Not eating for twenty-four 
hours is considered by some as this type of affliction (for some of us, just skipping lunch 
is an affliction!) The rabbis interpret this verse to mean we must restrain from our earthly 
appetites . . . take time out from our daily ritual of meals. We are to feel that the natural 
course of life is suspended, as if we are dead, so as to better embrace life. The fast is so 
important to this day that it is also referred to as “The Day of the Fast,” or simply “The 
Fast.”

Psalms (Tehillim) 35:13 connects fasting with humbling oneself:

“Yet when they were ill, I put on sackcloth and humbled myself with fasting.”

The same idea is seen in Isaiah (Yesha’yahu) 58:3:

“ ‘Why have we fasted,’ they say, and, ‘you have not seen it? Why have we humbled 
ourselves, and you have not noticed?’”
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Our heart attitude is more important to Elohim, more than the mere act of fasting. “Yet on 
the day of your fasting, you do as you please and exploit all your workers.” (Isaiah 
[Yesha’yahu] 58:3)

Elohim prescribes a fast that reflects our proper attitude:

“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and untie the 
cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke?” (Isaiah [Yesha’yahu] 
58:6)

This is the way to get His attention . . . then He will hear our cry on Yom Kippur.

“Then you will call, and YHVH will answer; you will cry for help, and He will say: Here am 
I” (Isaiah [Yesha’yahu] 58:9).

The “Shabbat of Shabbats”
Another commandment Elohim gives us during Yom Kippur is that we must do no work. 
It is said to be the “Shabbat of Shabbats” (Leviticus [Vayikra] 23:28-32). We are not to 
mix our daily routine with this holy day. The punishment for not obeying this 
commandment is to be cut off (verses 29-30)! Elohim takes this holiday very seriously 
and He wants it to be His day alone.

Offerings
The next commandment Elohim gives us is that we are to present Him an offering. There 
are to be many offerings during the day. The whole chapter of Leviticus (Vayikra) 16 is 
dedicated to describing these offerings. It is also mentioned in Numbers (B’midbar) 29:7-
11. These sacrifices are required because, during the time this feast was implemented, it 
was the only way to access Elohim. He could not look upon sin, so an offering had to be 
made to atone for the peoples’ sin before they could enter into His presence. The High 
Priest was used as the mediator between the people and Elohim. It was no easy task to be 
a High Priest, because there was much training and preparation involved. Unfortunately, 
during the time of the Second Temple, the system became corrupt and the Romans let the 
wealthy families compete for the honor of becoming the High Priest.

Aaron, the first High Priest, was given a warning from Elohim. His instructions were that 
he was not to enter the Holy of Holies except on Yom Kippur, or he would face death. 
Inside this most holy place was the Ark of the Covenant and Mercy Seat. Above this was 
the Shekinah Glory, the visible presence of Elohim in a cloud.

‘But my face,’ He continued, ‘you cannot see, because a human being cannot look at Me and 
remain alive’” (Exodus [Sh’mot] 33:20).

The order of the High Priest’s duties has been passed down through the centuries, and is 
reflected in the order of service used today in traditional synagogues. 

CHAPTER 8 - Major Feasts
Bet Shalom Messianic Congregation – Fresno, California

40



The Tabernacle
The focus of the Yom Kippur ceremony was centered around the tabernacle. There was 
much symbolism associated with the Tabernacle, the Mishcan. The original tent-like 
structure was made of cloth and skins that would be carried from place to place as the 
nation of Israel wandered in the wilderness, and later in the Promised Land. The floor 
plan of the temples was built by Solomon, rebuilt in Ezra’s time, and expanded under 
King Herod.

The contents of the Tabernacle (Mishcan) are as follows:

• The courtyard was located in the middle of the Tabernacle. This courtyard was 
surrounded by a fence, and only had one gate.

• A brazen altar was erected directly in front of the gate, on the inside of the fence. 
This altar was used for sacrifices and burnt offerings. This symbolized the one 
way to Elohim, through the sacrifice of an innocent animal that would bear the 
peoples’ guilt and shame.

• A menorah of Elohim’s design was inside the Tabernacle. The light shed from 
this menorah illuminated the services of all the Holy Priests. This single light 
symbolized that only Elohim can provide illumination for the understanding of 
divine truth and worship.

• An altar of incense was also erected inside the Tabernacle. The priests would burn 
this incense to symbolize the peoples’ prayers. The fragrant aroma from the 
incense would drift into the back third of the Tabernacle that was also known as 
the Holy of Holies. This paints a picture of our prayers continually coming into 
Elohim’s presence.

• The Holy of Holies was separate from the rest of the Tabernacle by a heavy veil 
or curtain. The burning incense was thrust through the veil to symbolize the 
bathing of this place in prayer, to prepare the way into His holy presence.

• Inside the Holy of Holies laid the Ark of the Covenant. Details on the 
construction of this ark can be found in Exodus (Sh’mot) 37. It was basically a 
wooden chest overlaid in gold. Two angelic figures, called cherubim (k’ruvim), 
were placed on the lid facing one another. Their wings spread out to cover the top 
of the ark, also called the Mercy Seat.

The significance of the Ark’s contents is described in Hebrews 9:4. The stone tablets 
were the second set of the Ten Commandments given to Moses (Moshe) on Mount Sinai. 
(The first set was broken when Moses [Moshe] came down from the Mount and found 
the people worshipping a golden calf in Exodus [Sh’mot] 32:4, 35).

A pot of manna was kept there to remind the people of their complaining when Elohim 
provided heavenly food for them in the wilderness (Numbers [B’midbar] 11:20). 
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Aaron’s staff was also placed in the Ark. This staff had miraculously sprouted leaves 
(Numbers [B’midbar] 17:8-10). This miracle occurred when a group of rebel leaders had 
tried to assume leadership of the nation from Moses and Aaron. Elohim performed this 
miracle to show the people why they should not reject His chosen leadership (Numbers 
[B’midbar] 16:41).

The inclusion of these three items in the Ark may allude to man’s utter rejection of 
Elohim. They first rejected His moral Law on the tablets. Then they rejected His daily 
provisions of food or manna. Finally, Aaron’s rod is a reminder of how they rejected His 
authorized leadership.

The word “transgression” in Leviticus [Vayikra] 16:16, 21 reflects this rejection. This is 
the only place in Leviticus (Vayikra) this word appears. The Hebrew word for 
transgression, “Pesha,” implicates revolt or rebellion. This is the gravest word for sin in 
the Hebrew language. In Modern Hebrew this word is used for “crime” or “criminal”.

Symbolism explained
This is the reason sacrifices were required; they covered the sins from Elohim’s eyes. For 
this reason, the lid of the Ark was named the Mercy Seat, in Hebrew, “kapporet,” or 
“propitiation.” The Mercy Seat was the seat of atonement. Elohim could only display His 
mercy when one came in faith with the atonement Elohim had prescribed. This all 
heralded the atonement Yeshua provided. To understand this more clearly, we must 
examine the Priest’s function in the Tabernacle. The blood of sacrificed animals had to be 
used. As mentioned earlier, Leviticus (Vayikra) 17:11 tells us the life of the animal is in 
the blood, and it was given to us on the altar to atone our sins. Notice that Elohim 
specified that the blood was given on the altar, the place He specified.

The High Priest
Before atoning for the sins of the people, the High Priest had to make atonement for his 
own sins. Even the High Priest Aaron had to first cleanse himself and his family before 
the people could be redeemed. He brought a young bull for a sin offering and a ram for 
the burnt offering. Before the blood could be applied to the altar, Aaron donned special 
linen garments. These did not include the breastplate with the urim (from the word that 
means “light”) and tumim (from the root word that means “purity of Elohim”) he and 
other priests would wear on other days. The urim and tumim were instruments of 
communication between Elohim and the people. The High Priest could communicate 
with Elohim in His very presence on the Mercy Seat only on Yom Kippur. 

The High Priest sacrificed two young goats for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt 
offering. The two goats were brought before the door of the Tabernacle. Lots were cast to 
determine which goat would be sacrificed, called “chatat,” and which goat would be the 
scapegoat, called “azazel,” to be led away to die in the wilderness.
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Upon entering the Holy of Holies, the High Priest burned incense. The smoke from this 
incense shielded him from seeing Elohim, and symbolized the sweet aroma of the 
people’s prayers ascending to Elohim. 

He then sprinkled the blood from the sacrificed goat, chosen by casting lots, on the 
Mercy Seat. The blood of the ram and goat were sprinkled on the Mercy Seat. This act 
made atonement for the Holy of Holies, the Tabernacle, and the altar itself. Even these 
inanimate objects had to be cleansed, for they had become filthy with the peoples’ sins. 

After these acts were performed, came the highlight of the Yom Kippur service — the 
ceremony of the scapegoat (the goat was not immediately sacrificed after casting lots). 

“He is to lay both hands on the head of the live goat and confess over it all the wickedness 
and rebellion of the Israelites — all their sins — and put them on the goat’s head. He shall 
send the goat away into the desert in the care of a man appointed for the task. The goat will 
carry on itself all their sins to a solitary place; and the man shall release it in the desert” 
(Leviticus [Vayikra] 16:21-22).

The High Priest laid his hands on the animal, symbolically transferring the sins of the 
people to the scapegoat. This is the substitute sacrifice, or “akedah,” as mentioned in the 
story of the “binding of Isaac,” read on Yom Teruah (Rosh Hashanah). 

The Goats
The two goats were considered one offering. This is seen in Leviticus (Vayikra) 16:5 
when ADONAI said “He is to take from the community of the people of Israel two male 
goats for a sin offering . . .” The slaughtered goat showed the congregation that Elohim’s 
wrath was appeased, that their sins were covered.

The live goat, or scapegoat, was sent into the wilderness bearing the sins of Israel, 
showing the congregation their sins had been removed. 

The benefits of the elaborate Yom Kippur ritual were short-lived . . . it was only effective 
as long as the Israelites remained completely obedient to the commandments and the 
Torah, which unfortunately, was not very long. So, each year the sacrifices had to be 
offered again and again. This contrasts the sacrifice of Elohim’s only son, Yeshua, done 
once and for all.

These two goats foreshadowed Yeshua’s sacrifice. He paid the penalty of death for us as 
with the first slaughtered goat, covering our sins. He also removed our sins, as seen by 
the second goat, the scapegoat: “Look! Elohim’s lamb! The one who is taking away the 
sins of the world” (John [Yochanan] 1:29). He was the final payment and sacrifice for 
sin, covering and removing them so we do not have to make atonement year after year. 
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Yom Kippur in Yeshua’s time 
Yeshua celebrated Yom Kippur during the time of Herod’s temple. There were many 
striking differences during this time:

• The High Priest had become corrupt. He had been appointed in Rome during 
Herod’s time, and won his office through treachery and bribes. The High Priest 
actually had to take a crash course the night before Yom Kippur to insure he 
would not make a mistake! (It was no accident Yeshua lived during this time to 
demonstrate the true sacrifice.)

• There were also a few traditions added to the scapegoat ceremony. According to 
Mishnah (Jewish Commentary), lots were drawn to decide the fate of both goats. 
The lot for the sacrifice said “for ADONAI,” and the lot for the scapegoat said 
“scapegoat.” The people considered it a good omen if the lot “for ADONAI” 
came up in the Priest’s right hand. Also, a red sash was tied to the scapegoat’s 
horns, and a portion of it was also tied to the temple door. The sash on the temple 
turned from red to white as the goat met its end in the wilderness, signifying that 
Elohim had accepted their sacrifices, and their sins had been atoned. This idea 
derived from Isaiah (Yesha’yahu) 1:18, which says, “Even if your sins are like 
scarlet, they will be white as snow . . .”

Also stated in the Mishnah, as well as the Talmud (Rabbinic Commentary), four events 
occurred during the scapegoat ceremony in the forty years before the destruction of the 
temple, foreshadowing its doom. (This would have begun when Yeshua was sacrificed 
once and for all). For forty years:

• The lot that said “for ADONAI” did not appear in the Priest’s right hand . . . this 
was considered a bad omen.

• The portion of the red sash tied to the temple door stopped turning white with the 
death of the sacrifice. 

• The westernmost light of the temple candelabra (menorah) would not burn. This 
was crucial, because this was the “Shamash” used to kindle the other lights. 

• The temple doors opened by themselves. The rabbis saw the ominous fulfillment 
of the prophecy in Zechariah (Z’kharyah) 11:1 that says, “Open your doors, 
Lebanon, so the fire can consume your cedars.” In fact, fires did consume the 
cedars of Lebanon that had adorned the inside of the temple.

After the Temple’s destruction
After the temple’s destruction, animal sacrifices were not possible, as Elohim had 
prescribed, since the altar and High Priesthood were disassembled. The rabbis had to 
develop a “non-sacrificial” approach to Elohim. Moses Maimonides, an ancient sage, 
wrote, “Repentance atones for all transgression.” The synagogue ritual, by itself, was 
performed in place of the animal sacrifice. To fill the gap of the missing blood 
atonement, the rabbis substituted the “three T’s:” “Tefilah” (prayer), “Teshuvah” 
(repentance), and “Tzedakah” (charity). While these are admirable practices, they cannot 
replace Elohim’s blood atonement.
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Self-affliction, performed through fasting and other deprivations, came to include 
flogging, called “Malkot.” Psalms (Tehillim) 78:38 was recited three times while a 
person received thirty-nine lashes. This is mostly symbolic, since the person usually wore 
a heavy coat. (It is interesting to note that the thirty-nine lashes are the same punishment 
Pilate gave Yeshua).

An echo of temple sacrifices is also seen in the Yom Kippur custom of “kapparot.” For 
this ceremony, a rooster for males, and a hen for females, was waved over the head three 
times while declaring these animals were substitutes for the people. The bird was then 
slaughtered and given as charity. In modern times, money is placed in a handkerchief, 
waved overhead, and given to the poor. The study of the Torah and Talmud are also seen 
as a substitute, as well as special prayers, “Shlicot,” offered at midnight the month prior 
to Yom Kippur.

We must note that Elohim has never changed! He still requires the sacrifices. Man 
implemented these customs and traditions to fill the gap when the ritual system was 
replaced with Yeshua’s atonement. Judaism has developed many other elaborate methods 
of atonement, as recorded in various rabbinic commentaries. However, traditional Jewish 
people still ache for the day the temple will be rebuilt and sacrifices restored. In Israel, 
plans are already underway for this new temple, complete with a restoration of the High 
Priesthood and the sacrificial items. 

Yeshua’s fulfillment
Believers may rejoice during Yom Kippur, because we do not have to wonder if our 
repentance has been adequate.

“Elohim put Yeshua forward as the kapparah for sin through his faithfulness in respect to his 
bloody sacrificial death” (Romans 3:25-26).

“Kapparah” translates as the “Mercy Seat.” When we receive atonement through Yeshua, 
we have a right standing with Elohim —better than any brought through the sacrifice of 
bulls and goats.

The book of Hebrews portrays Yeshua as the fulfillment of Yom Kippur (Hebrews 9:11-
14, 22-24). Hebrews 7:26-28 portrays Yeshua as the perfect High Priest. Yeshua is 
innocent, undefiled by sin, and does not require atonement for his own sins, unlike the 
temple High Priests. 

The priesthood was meant to last forever, but with the destruction of the temple the 
priests ceased to perform their duties and not all of Aaron’s descendants could be traced. 
Hebrews 7:24 tells us that Yeshua is to abide forever, and hold the permanent Priesthood. 
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Hebrews 8:2 states that Yeshua is ministering in the true, heavenly tabernacle, and is 
constantly in the presence of Elohim. This is a much more majestic sanctuary than any 
constructed on earth. Hebrews 9 and 10, as well as Psalms (Tehillim) 40:6-8, tell us the 
sacrificial system in Leviticus (Vayikra) was a foreshadowing of Yeshua. The blood of 
bulls and goats merely covered the peoples’ sins, but the blood of Yeshua removed them. 

The average person could never approach the Holy of Holies, and the High Priest could 
only approach it once a year. When Yeshua was sacrificed, the heavy veil in front of the 
Holy of Holies was torn. This was symbolic that those who trust in Him can have a true 
Yom Kippur experience and may be shown Elohim’s mercy. We can rejoice in Elohim’s 
plan of forgiveness!

Hebrews 10:22 shows us how to approach Yom Kippur as believers in Messiah:

“Therefore, let us approach the Holiest Place with a sincere heart, in full assurance that comes 
from trusting, with our hearts sprinkled clean from a bad conscience and our bodies washed 
with pure water.”

Yom Kippur compared to Yom Teruah (Rosh Hashanah)
We can now see the relationship between Yom Teruah (Rosh Hashanah) and Yom 
Kippur. The shofar blast on Rosh Hashanah is a call to repentance (“t’shuvah”), or a 
turning from a sinful lifestyle. This change of heart must occur first before the redeeming 
sacrifices of Yom Kippur can be accepted. Elohim gave the Israelites ten days, the Days 
of Awe, to consider their ways and turn their hearts toward Him.

“For You do not want sacrifices, or I would give them; You do not take pleasure in burnt 
offerings. My sacrifice to Elohim is a broken spirit; Elohim, You won’t spurn a broken, 
chastened heart” (Psalms [Tehillim] 51:16-17).

The animal sacrifices on Yom Kippur were only effective when presented with this 
repentant heart. This was promised through Yeshua in the New Covenant. The Torah was 
to be written on our hearts:

“‘This is the covenant I will make with the House of Israel after that time,’ declares 
ADONAI. ‘I will put My Torah in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their 
Elohim, and they will be My people’” (Jeremiah [Yirmeyahu] 31:33).

The next fall feast is Sukkot (the Feast of Tabernacles). This is traditionally called the 
“season of joy.” As it is true with all of us, the children of Israel could only rejoice once 
they were redeemed and their sins forgiven.
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Elohim’s order can be seen in our fall feasts:

• Rosh Hashanah brings repentance
• Yom Kippur brings forgiveness
• Sukkot brings joy

Kol Nidre
The Kol Nidre comes from a rabbinical decree rather than a Biblical command. In 
traditional Jewish services the Kol Nidre is one of the most emotional chants of the Yom 
Kippur service. It is translated “all vows,” as in a legal formula. It is required to be 
recited in a “court” of three witnesses, traditionally two people holding Torahs, standing 
on either side of the person reading. It is written in Aramaic. It formally renounces any 
oaths or vows that have been made unwittingly or under duress. This prayer of 
cancellation recalls some of the sad episodes in Jewish history when, due to religious 
persecution, Jews were forced to convert to Catholicism during the times of the 
Inquisitions. It recalls the times in history when the Jewish people have not always been 
free to worship as Jews.

This prayer was presumably constructed as a result of those times when Jews were forced to 
convert. However, as Messianic Jews we believe this was constructed by the rabbis to counter the 
vows and beliefs we made to the Messiah Yeshua. Therefore as Messianic believers in Yeshua 
HaMashiach, we do not say this prayer. We do not wish to renounce our vow made to Yeshua.

Sukkot

Immediately after the break-fast for Yom Kippur, preparations are 
made for Sukkot. Sukkot falls shortly after Yom Teruah (Rosh 
Hashanah) and Yom Kippur, but is associated more with Pesach and 
Shavuot (Leviticus [Vayikra] 23:33-41).

Sukkot is the last of the seven feasts. It falls on the last seven days of 
the seventh month, and we are commanded to observe it seven times. 
Seven is the number of completion, as seen in Genesis (B’resheet) 
2:2 when Elohim’s work was completed in seven days. The number 
seven has special significance in this, the final fall feast.

What is Sukkot?
Sukkot is first mentioned in the Bible after Ya’akov’s meeting with Esav. It is next 
mentioned as the place of the Israelites’ first resting place on their Exodus out of Egypt.

“Ya’akov went on to Sukkot, where he built himself a house and put up shelters for his cattle. 
This is why the place is called Sukkot [shelters]” (Genesis [B’resheet] 33:17).

“The people of Isra’el traveled from Ra’amses to Sukkot, some six hundred thousand men on 
foot, not counting children” (Exodus [Sh’mot] 12:37).
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These shelters (booths) were woven together from branches and leaves to protect the 
animals from the sun, so sukkot later came to mean the hut or booth with the “woven” 
roof. Since we are commanded to build a hut or booth on this holiday as a reminder of 
Elohim’s sheltering care for us, this feast is called “Sukkot.” (One booth is a “sukkah,” 
and being a feminine noun, in Hebrew the plural becomes “sukkot”). 

“You are to live in sukkot for seven days; every citizen of Israel is to live in a sukkah, so that 
generation after generation of you will know that I made the people of Israel live in sukkot 
when I brought them out of the land of Egypt; I am ADONAI your Elohim” (Leviticus 
[Vayikra] 23:42-43).

We physically reenact the building of these temporary shelters to remind us of the time 
spent in the wilderness when we were totally dependent on Elohim. According to the 
laws of nature, the nation should have perished from their lack of food, water, road map, 
and mall to buy new clothes and shoes when they wore out in forty years. ADONAI met 
each need in abundance, so we celebrate this holiday to remember His faithfulness and 
our dependence on Him. The sukkah was purposely made flimsy and constructed outside. 
It should be made so the stars can be seen through the roof and rain can fall in. This is to 
show our dependence on Elohim as our protector and provider, not some wood or brick 
building. When we are outside, we are closer to nature, and it is easier to physically see 
how Elohim is so obviously taking charge of things. It also makes us aware of how 
fragile human life is. We get another lesson in trusting Elohim as our protector and 
provider. Most Jews today just visit a sukkah, or at best, eat a meal in one. Remember 
that Elohim has commanded us to actually dwell in a sukkah for seven days! Try it — it 
can be like camping out in your own backyard!

Although the sukkah is primitive and may be flimsy, it may also be a thing of beauty. We 
are commanded to do three things for the sukkah: live in it, gather lulav (heart of palm) 
and etrog (wild lemon), and enjoy the feast! Part of the enjoyment is to engage the whole 
family in building and decorating the sukkah. Children can participate so they too may 
know Elohim’s provision. If they are too young to actually construct the sukkah, they can 
make decorations such as paper chains or drawings to hang once it is constructed. If there 
is no space to build one outside, the family can make a miniature sukkah out of twigs and 
leaves on a tabletop. 

Sukkot is celebrated this time of year because it is associated with the ancient Israeli 
cycle of agriculture. Fall marked the final harvest when the fields’ abundance was 
gathered in thankfulness. A reference to this is mentioned in Isaiah (Yeshayahu) 1:8 
where there were temporary huts, or “sukkot,” for the harvesters in the vineyard. The 
watchmen in the fields who protected the ripe harvest before it could be gathered 
occupied these huts.
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Eight days of the feast
• Tishri 15: 1st day, Shabbat rest
• Tishri 16: 2nd day, enjoy the festival
• Tishri 17: 3rd day, Chol HaMoed (1st intermediate day)
• Tishri 18: 4th day, Chol HaMoed (2nd intermediate day)
• Tishri 19: 5th day, Chol HaMoed (3rd intermediate day)
• Tishri 20: 6th day, Chol HaMoed (4th intermediate day)
• Tishri 21: 7th day, Hoshanah Rabbah (“the night of the Great Salvation”)
• Tishri 22: 8th day, Shimini Atzaret (“solemn assembly,” a Shabbat rest, also 

known as Simchat Torah)
• Tishri 23: 9th day, is called Isru Hag (“Binding the holiday, as to not let go of the 

time of joy”) Psalms [Tehillim] 118:27 – A Messianic song

Symbolism in the Sukkah
Building a sukkah can also have spiritual meaning for believers: the world and its 
material things are a spiritual desert, or even a wilderness. We would wither without 
Messiah’s intervention on our behalf. Without His presence, power, and provision, we 
would be left naked, destitute, and in darkness.

“For in your presence we are temporary residents, just passing through, as all our ancestors 
were, our days on earth are like a shadow, without hope” (I Chronicles  [Divrei-HaYamim 
Alef] 29:15). 

This verse should cause us to reflect on how much we rely on earthly things, the 
temporary trappings of the world that have no eternal value. Spending time in the sukkah, 
remembering how Elohim led the nation of Israel to the Promised Land, reinforces our 
faith that Elohim will keep His promise to us, that He will guide us to our permanent 
home, heaven.

“We know that when the tent which houses us here on earth is torn down, we have a 
permanent building from Elohim, a building not made by human hands, to house us in 
heaven” (II Corinthians 5:1).

While only temporary, the sukkah experience is to be enjoyable. Rabbis have said that 
you are not to eat your meal in the sukkah if it is raining. This would detract some of the 
joy of this feast, one we are actually commanded to enjoy:

“Seven days you are to keep the festival for ADONAI your Elohim in the place ADONAI 
your Elohim will choose, because ADONAI your Elohim will bless you in all your crops and 
in all your work, so you are to be full of joy!” (Deuteronomy [D’varim] 16:15).
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The rabbis have given another name for this feast, “Zeman Simchateinu,” or “seasons of 
our joy.” The rejoicing should not just be for Elohim’s provision of our daily bread, but 
also for our spiritual food. This is why Sukkot is so closely tied with the High Holidays. 
The theme of Yom Teruah (Rosh Hashanah) is repentance and a turning to Elohim. Then 
we are to examine our relationship with Him in the ten Days of Awe. This leads us to 
experience His redemption on Yom Kippur, realizing we have our atonement through 
Yeshua. It naturally follows that we can now rejoice in Elohim’s forgiveness during 
Sukkot.

Different names, same feast
Now we can see how we derive the different names associated with Sukkot:

• “Hag HaSukkot:” Festival of Booths (Leviticus [Vayikra] 23:24)
• “Hag Ha’Asif:” Festival of Ingathering (Exodus [Sh’mot] 23:16)
• “Zeman Simchateinu:” Season of our Rejoicing (Deuteronomy [D’varim] 16:14)
• “Hag;” The Feast (Leviticus [Vayikra] 23:39-41)
• “Hoshanah Rabbah:” The Great Hoshanah (the seventh day of the feast)
• “Shimini Atzeret:” Solemn Assembly (the eighth day of the feast)
• “Simchat Torah:” Rejoicing in the Law (the ninth day of the feast, or the second 

day of Shimini Atzeret, often considered a separate holiday)

Sukkot is also known as the “Feast of ADONAI,” or simply “The Feast.” In Hebrew, the 
word feast is “hag,” and its root means “to dance” or “to be joyous” before ADONAI. 
This feast was the biggest ceremony in Bible times. 
The name “The Feast of the Ingathering” has dual meanings: the final agricultural 
harvest, and an “ingathering,” because Sukkot is one of the three feasts where all men are 
required to appear before Elohim in Jerusalem.

“Three times a year all your men must appear before ADONAI your Elohim at the place He 
will choose: at the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the Feast of Weeks, and the Feast of 
Tabernacles. No man should appear before ADONAI empty-handed” (Deuteronomy 
[D’varim] 16:16).

The last part of the verse mentions the people are not to come empty-handed before 
ADONAI. No other feast required so many sacrifices, as spelled out in detail in Numbers 
(B’midbar) 29:12-39. It is also interesting to note how many times the number seven is 
used: seven days, seventy bullocks, fourteen rams, ninety-eight lambs; they are all 
divisible by seven. Altogether, there were 182 animals mentioned (26 x 7). Added to this, 
was the 336 tenths Ephah of flour for the meal offering (48 x 7). It is like the number 
seven, symbolizing completion, is imprinted on this, the seventh feast in the seventh 
month. Does this idea of “completion” symbolize something else?

While the idea of “ingathering” signifies the presentation of crops before ADONAI, and 
the gathering of Israelites to Jerusalem, believers can also see it as the “ingathering” of 
Yeshua’s children. Yeshua says to those who believe in Him:
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“In my Father’s house, there are many places to live. If there weren’t, I would have told you; 
because I am going there to prepare a place for you. Since I am going and preparing a place 
for you, I will return to take you with me; so that where I am, you may also be” (John 
[Yochanan] 14:2-3). 

This spirit of thankfulness was especially true at the time of the Sukkot celebration with 
the Simchat Bet HaShoeva, the “drawing of water” ceremony when the people called 
upon ADONAI to provide heavenly waters for their next harvest season. This was a very 
grand event filled with much pomp and drama. The Feast reached its peak on the last day 
of Sukkot called “Shimini Atzeret,” Day of the Solemn Assembly. Accompanied by 
throngs of chanting worshippers and flutists, the Levitical priests went to the pool of 
Siloam near the temple mount. There, the priest filled a golden pitcher with water and 
returned to the temple. The crowd would surge through the Water Gate that was named 
for this ceremony. The choir and the worshippers began chanting Psalms (Tehillim) 118, 
the “Hallel,” or praise psalm. 

“O Lord save us;
O Lord, grant us success.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of ADONAI (in Hebrew: Baruch haba b’shem 
ADONAI”)
From the house of ADONAI we bless you” (Psalms [Tehillim] 118:25-26).

“Hoshanah, Son of David!” (Please deliver us!) As they laid the palm branches 
(associated with Sukkot), in His path.

“A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees 
and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed 
shouted,

‘Hoshanah to the Son of David!’
‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of ADONAI!’

 ‘Hoshanah in the highest!’” (Matthew [Mattityahu] 21:8-9)
 

This last day of Sukkot found Yeshua in the midst of the teeming multitudes. As the 
ceremony of Simchat Bet HaShoeva (water libation) was being conducted, Yeshua stood 
and proclaimed loudly, “If anyone is thirsty, let him keep coming to me and drinking! 
Whoever puts his trust in me, as the Scripture says, rivers of living water will flow from 
his inmost being!” (John [Yochanan] 7:37). Yeshua struck a chord with the people who 
knew the Scripture he was referring to:

“For I will pour water on the thirsty land and streams on the dry ground; I will pour my Spirit 
on your descendants, my blessing on your offspring” (Isaiah [Yeshayahu] 44:3).

This ceremony also held a deep spiritual significance. Water is a symbol of the Ruach 
HaKodesh, the Holy Spirit. The people were aware of this as they gathered to pray for the 
fall rains. The prophet Joel spoke of ADONAI pouring down the latter rains:
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“Be glad, O people of Zion, rejoice in ADONAI your Elohim, for he has given you the 
autumn rains in righteousness. He sends you abundant showers, both autumn and spring 
rains, as before” (Joel [Yo’el] 2:23).

In Joel (Yo’el), the connection is made between the rains and the Spirit:

“And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will 
prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions” (Joel [Yo’el] 
2:28).

The Talmud, referring to this water ceremony at Sukkot, asks, “Why is the name of it 
called the drawing out of water? It is because of the pouring out of the Ruach HaKodesh, 
according to what is said. . .” (referring to Isaiah), “Then you will joyfully draw from the 
springs of salvation” (Isaiah [Yeshayahu] 12:3).

This is the name given to our Messiah, for “salvation” in Hebrew is Yeshua!

The Illumination of the Temple
Another feature of the Feast was the ceremony of the “illumination of the temple” 
featured the lighting of four enormous golden menorahs. This was a terrific spectacle, 
noted in rabbinical commentaries. The Mishnah says the pious worshippers would rejoice 
and dance well into the night, holding torches and singing songs of praise. It is said the 
light from these menorahs on the Temple Mount could be seen for miles!

As bright as the lights were during this joyous occasion, Yeshua proclaimed an even 
brighter light for all:

“I am the light of the world; whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have 
the light which gives life” (John [Yochanan] 8:12). 

Yeshua offered life and redemption to all the pilgrims at Sukkot. He was announcing the 
coming of the Messianic Age. Zechariah describes the return of ADONAI when He will 
stand on the Mount of Olives. Elohim will personally deliver His people:

“On that day, his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem . . .” (Zechariah 
[Z’kharyah] 14:4)

Later, Zechariah [Z’kharyah] describes the unique light also present in those days and the 
living waters flowing out of Jerusalem:

“It will be a unique day, without daytime or nighttime — a day known to ADONAI. When 
evening comes, there will be light. On that day, living water will flow out from Jerusalem, 
half to the eastern sea, and half to the western sea, in summer and in winter” (Zechariah 
[Z’kharyah] 14:7-8).
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In addition to the light, this verse also refers to the living waters of salvation. The 
multitude could continue to rejoice because of what followed in Zechariah [Z’kharyah]:

“Finally, everyone remaining from all the nations that came to attack Yerushalayim will go 
up every year to worship the King, ADONAI, and to keep the festival of Sukkot” (Zechariah 
[Z’kharyah] 14:16).

What a great Messianic prophecy! Yeshua came to the masses on the last day of Sukkot 
and proclaimed that there was a way for them to be cleansed of their sin so they no longer 
needed atonement year after year, as they had just done on Yom Kippur. He was alluding 
to a time Ezekiel (Yechezk’el) had prophesied about:

“I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your 
impurities and from all your idols. I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I 
will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my 
Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws” (Ezekiel 
[Yechezk’el] 36:25-27).

This feast is the most joyous of Israel’s feasts. It came at a time when the crops had been 
reaped and the peoples’ hearts had been naturally gladdened by the bounty. As they 
presented themselves in Jerusalem, they recalled when they were gathered there six 
months earlier, when they had dedicated their entire feast to ADONAI during First Fruits. 
At that time, they remembered the Exodus from Egypt and the Passover with its 
fulfillment of the true Passover sacrifice, the perfect Lamb of Elohim, Yeshua. Then they 
would recall seven weeks after that, they gathered again for the grain harvest, or Shavuot. 
This was remembered as the time the Torah was given on Mount Sinai. It also alludes to 
the time the Holy Spirit fulfilled this feast by writing the Torah on their hearts at Shavuot 
(Pentecost). Now, gathering for Sukkot, the people remembered Elohim’s provision in 
the wilderness when they had dwelled in booths. The fulfillment of the feast will be the 
harvest of the nations, when they will all be gathered to worship ADONAI when He 
returns to reign in Jerusalem:

“I heard a loud voice from the throne say, ‘See! Elohim’s Sh’chinah (Elohim’s presence) is 
with mankind, and he will live with them. They will be his people and he himself, Elohim-
with-them, will be their Elohim” (Revelation 21:3).

There is a very good reason for rejoicing on Sukkot, especially for believers. Yom 
Teruah’s (Rosh Hashanah) goal is to turn the nation of Israel to repentance with the 
sound of the shofar. Prophetically, this will signal Messiah’s return. Yom Kippur’s theme 
is redemption and forgiveness through Yeshua’s atonement. One day, all Israel will 
recognize Him as HaMashiach (Messiah). On Sukkot, we rejoice in  ADONAI’s 
gathering of His people to the tabernacle with Him. Then they will truly be “sealed in the 
Book of Life.” This refers to a future Sukkot:

CHAPTER 8 - Major Feasts
Bet Shalom Messianic Congregation – Fresno, California

53



“After this, I looked; and there before me was a huge crowd, too large for anyone to count, 
from every nation, tribe and language. They were standing in front of the throne and in front 
of the Lamb, dressed in white robes and holding palm branches in their hands; and they 
shouted, ‘Salvation belongs to our Elohim, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!’” 
(Revelation 7:9-10)

Traditions in Sukkot
Almost as common as the sukkah are the “four species,” or “lulav,” and “etrog,” ritual 
items derived from an interpretation of materials mentioned in Torah:

“On the first day, you are to take choice fruit, palm fronds, thick branches and river willows, 
and celebrate in the presence of ADONAI your Elohim for seven days” (Leviticus 23:40).

Some believe this verse describes the actual materials to be used in making a sukkah, but 
rabbis have agreed these materials are to be bound together and waved in rejoicing during 
the festival. This is where we get the “lulav” and the “etrog.”

“Etrog” is Aramaic for “that which shines.” Over time, it has come to mean a citrus fruit. 
Rabbis say this fruit is implied by the phrase, “foliage on goodly trees,” where “goodly” 
meant both the taste of the wood of the tree and the tree’s fruit. Only the citron tree 
fulfills these requirements. “Lulav” originally meant “sprout,” but has come to mean 
willow, myrtle, and palm branches. Myrtle was chosen from the phrase “boughs of leafy 
trees.” 

Both the lulav and the etrog are used in the synagogue each day during Sukkot. The etrog 
is placed in the left hand, and the lulav (myrtle, willow, and palm branches bound 
together) is placed in the right hand, and waved in the direction of the four compass 
points during certain times during the Sukkot service.

Other traditions include inviting symbolic guests, or “Ushpizin” to visit the sukkah. 
These are Bible patriarchs such as Abraham (Avraham), Isaac (Yitz’chak), Moses 
(Moshe), etc. The idea is to recall those who went before us who were wanderers, those 
who depended on Elohim’s shelter and provision. We can use this tradition to teach our 
living guests about these Bible characters. This is a time to show hospitality by inviting 
others to share a meal under the sukkah. This would be an especially appropriate offer to 
anyone who does not have a sukkah of their own. 

It is also traditional to recite the Hoshanah Psalm (Psalm 118) while circling the 
synagogue. Some have turned this into a joyous celebration by including dancers, 
musicians, and others waving the lulav and etrog in a loud procession.

The Megillah, or short scroll, associated with this feast is the Book of Kohelet 
(Ecclesiastes [Kohelet]). Its soul searching, contemplative nature, more associated with 
Yom Kippur, is said to balance the joyous note of Sukkot. It is traditionally read on the 
last day of the feast. 
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A tradition of Moroccan Jews is to pour water on each other, perhaps a reminder of the 
water ceremony in Temple times. What a great idea for our warm fall days!

Of course, the biggest tradition is building the sukkah. Traditionally, the first branches of 
the sukkah are lashed together just after the Yom Kippur break-fast. Each family can 
build one, or it may be a communal project, involving the whole synagogue. In addition, 
children can put a small sukkah together. 

The best choices of materials are natural branches or other organic items, such as 
bamboo. Some people use branches from Magnolia trees that have a fragrance to 
encourage people to stay in the sukkah. If possible, the items should be secured with rope 
or twine instead of nails, again to emphasize the structure’s temporary nature. However, 
make sure your sukkah doesn’t come crashing down on a table full of guests! A string of 
outdoor lanterns, a rug, hay bales, or potted plants will make the sukkah inviting. All 
types of natural items can be suspended from the “skhakh,” or roof of the sukkah. Apples 
and pears are easily tied by the stem, and will stay fresh for the length of the feast. Some 
use the seven fruits of harvest mentioned in Deuteronomy (D’varim) 8:8, such as wheat, 
barley, vines, figs, pomegranates, olives, and honeycomb. This is another symbol of 
Elohim’s blessing of provision for us.

Shemini Atzeret & Simchat Torah

Shemini Atzeret and Simchat Torah conclude Sukkot. Some authorities 
consider Shemini Atzeret a separate festival, but its connection to Sukkot 
is realized from Scripture:

“For seven days, present offerings made to ADONAI by fire, and 
on the eighth day hold a sacred assembly and present an offering 
made to ADONAI by fire. It is the closing assembly; do no regular 
work” (Leviticus [Vayikra] 23:36).

“On the eighth day, hold an assembly and do no regular work” (Numbers 
[B’midbar] 29:35).

“Shemini” means “eighth,” while “Atzeret” means “gathering” or “assembly.” It derives 
from the Hebrew root “atzar,” meaning “to hold back,” or “to tarry.” In that connotation, 
it is considered an extra day to spend with ADONAI. The Talmud explains that it is 
similar to a great king inviting diplomatic guests to a weeklong feast. On the last day, he 
calls his son aside and tells him, “While all these strangers were around, we hardly had an 
opportunity for an intimate conversation. Would you not stay for just one more day so we 
can have a simple feast by ourselves?” A rabbinical turn on this is how, during the seven 
days of Sukkot, Israel intercedes for the world, a reference perhaps to this verse:
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“Then the survivors from all the nations that have attacked Jerusalem will go up 
year after year to worship the King, ADONAI Almighty, and to celebrate the 
Feast of Tabernacles. If any of the peoples of the earth do not go up to Jerusalem 
to worship the King, ADONAI Almighty, they will have no rain” (Zechariah 
[Z’kharyah] 14:16-17).

Israel then takes one last day to be alone with Elohim.

As a separate holiday, Shemini Atzeret has fewer rituals than the preceding feasts. It is 
traditional to read one of the five “Megillot,” or scrolls, Ecclesiastes (Kohelet), and recite 
“Yizkor,” the memorial prayer for the dead. Perhaps Ecclesiastes (Kohelet) is read for its 
somber introspection, a balance to the joyousness of Sukkot, and an expression of the 
soul-searching associated with Yom Teruah (Rosh Hashanah) and Yom Kippur.

The mood swings upward again a day later on Simchat Torah. In Israel, this day is 
considered the second day of Shemini Atzeret, not a separate feast. In the Diaspora, it is 
either a separate feast, or considered the ninth day of Sukkot. In either case, this day is 
not mentioned in Scripture, and did not develop until the Middle Ages (ninth century). At 
that time, the three-year cycle of reading through the Torah, ending on Pesach, gave way 
to a one-year cycle, ending on Shemini Atzeret. This way, a different portion of the Torah 
is read each week, so the entire Torah was read in a year. Since the cycle of Torah 
readings would begin again, this became a joyous day. Thus, the name “Simchat Torah,” 
“rejoicing in the Torah.” What would otherwise have been a day of tediously re-rolling 
all the Torah scrolls to their beginnings now became a very joyous festival involving the 
whole family. 

Traditions for this day include reading the last verses of Deuteronomy (D’varim) and the 
first verses of Genesis (B’resheet). Jewish tradition did not want to leave the slightest 
impression that we are ever finished studying Elohim’s word. A portion of Joshua 
(Y’hoshua) is also read to show that Elohim’s word extends even beyond the Torah. As 
believers, we can consider the eternal nature of the Word:

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with Elohim, and the Word 
was Elohim” (John [Yochanan] 1:1). 

In synagogues that read from the actual Torah scroll, rewinding the scroll is a great 
ceremony. It is considered an honor to be called on to help with this task. Also, the Torah 
scrolls are carried in a circle seven times around the sanctuary in a joyous parade called 
“hakafot.” Children are given flags or small scrolls to follow in the procession. Candles 
are put in the ark instead of the scrolls, a reminder that Elohim’s law is our light:

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path” (Psalms [Tehillim] 
119:105).
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Also, as Yeshua reminded us when He was at the Temple on Sukkot:

“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but 
will have the light of life” (John [Yochanan] 8:12).

We take delight in our celebration of the Torah as mentioned in Psalms (Tehillim):

“Let your compassion come to me that I may live, for your law is my delight” 
(Psalms [Tehillim] 119:77).

“I rejoice in your promise like one who finds great spoil” (Psalms [Tehillim] 
119:162).

“I long for your salvation, O LORD, and your law is my delight” (Psalms 
[Tehillim] 119:174).

Sweets are appropriate during this Feast time to remind us:

“How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!” 
(Psalms [Tehillim] 119:103)

As believers, we can rejoice in the Living Word:

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his 
glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and 
truth” (John [Yochanan] 1:14).
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